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KU may have to 
convince NCAA 
that Gassnola 
isn’t a booster

The biggest win or 
loss for the University 
of Kansas men’s basket-
ball program may not 
come on the court this 
year. It may come down 
to whether KU leaders 
can convince NCAA of-
ficials that a man at the 
center of a pay-for-play 
college basketball re-
cruiting scandal isn’t a 
booster of KU.

A pair of NCAA rules 
experts both agreed this 
week that if T.J. Gas-
snola, who has already 
pleaded guilty to federal 
fraud charges, is found 
to be a booster of the 

university, the entire 
KU men’s basketball 
program may well be hit 
with penalties from the 
NCAA.

By Dylan Lysen
dlysen@ljworld.com

HOOPS SCANDAL

—

If it doesn’t, experts say 
penalties could follow

‘‘If an institution 
knows someone is 
engaging in recruiting, 
that makes that 
person a booster, 
and it becomes an 
institutional violation.”
— William H. Brooks, lawyer who 
has represented universities fac-
ing NCAA infractions

> GASSNOLA, 7A

$2M more in raises 
could be in store 

for city employees

Pay increases that consultants 
have recommended for City of 
Lawrence employees could cost 
the city an additional $2 million 
in 2020, but officials say that 
doesn’t necessarily mean a prop-
erty tax or utility rate increase 
will be needed to fund the raises.

When asked about the pros-
pect, Assistant City Manager 
Casey Toomay said the city 
is just beginning revenue and 
expense forecasting for next 
year’s budget, and that increas-
es in revenues or decreases in 
expenses could eliminate the 
need to increase property tax-
es, utility rates and other user 
fees that support the salaries 
of city employees.

By Rochelle Valverde
rvalverde@ljworld.com

—

Officials say it won’t necessarily 
require an increase in taxes, fees

‘‘We have 
a lot of 
people that 
are highly 
skilled, highly 
technical and 
we’re just 
not keeping 
up ...”
— City Commissioner 
Matthew Herbert > RAISES, 8A

$15.2M     $16.3M
up 7.25 percent

FREE STATE  
HIGH SCHOOL:

$50.8M     $52.8M
up 3.93 percent

LAWRENCE  
HIGH SCHOOL:

$1.8M     $2.06M
up 14.37 percent

BILLY MILLS  
MIDDLE SCHOOL:

$4.3M     $4.45M
up 3.48 percent

LIBERTY 
MEMORIAL:

$9.8M     $9.79M
down .08 percent

WEST  
MIDDLE SCHOOL:

$4.3M     $4.44M
up 3.22 percent

SOUTHWEST  
MIDDLE SCHOOL:

$600K     $612K
up 2.08 percent

COLLEGE &  
CAREER CENTER:

In each of these images, 
the estimated cost of the 
project provided to vot-
ers in 2017 is on the left, 
and the amount currently 
budgeted is on the right. 
The percentage differ-
ence is also shown.

BY THE NUMBERS:

How do the updated 
totals for the 2017 bond 
issue projects compare 
with those from the 
district’s bond issue in 
2013? Some facts and 
figures, PAGE 2A
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JAYHAWKS ROUT
MOUNTAINEERS. 1B Illinois shooter had gun illegally, 

police say. 9A


