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Within Tier 1 (Within Lawrence)

GOAL

Tier 1 is prioritized for growth and redevelopment because 
infrastructure and services exist within this area making it the 
most economical and sustainable way to serve a growing 
population.

6.  Maximize development opportunities within 
Lawrence before expanding into Tier 2.

6.1  Accommodate infill housing development in 
appropriate locations.

6.2  Increase the overall height and density of certain 
zoning districts in Lawrence to accommodate 
sustainable growth in areas that can take advantage of 
existing infrastructure.

6.3  Expand opportunities to create Accessory Dwelling 
Units in all Lawrence RS Zoning Districts.

6.4  Support Mixed-Use development when contextually 
appropriate.

Ensuring new developments maintain and enhance the 
unique character that makes Lawrence special is a key 
priority for future generations.

7.  Create a functional and aesthetically unique 
residential environment for Lawrence.

7.1  Encourage a variety of housing types including 
single family residences, townhouses, zero-lot line 
homes, accessory dwellings, cluster housing, work/
live housing, apartments, retirement, and supportive 
housing.

7.2  Intersperse affordable housing throughout Lawrence.

7.3  Provide options throughout Lawrence for smaller 
residential development lots.

7.4  Utilize appropriate access management standards in 
subdivision and residential development.

7.5  Include multiple points of access directing vehicles to 
higher capacity roadways in residential developments 
and subdivisions.

7.6  Provide compatible transitions from residential 
neighborhoods to more intensive uses for both 
established and new neighborhood areas.

7.7  Accommodate pedestrian use and neighborhood 
interaction through pedestrian easements, trails/
bicycle paths, and sidewalks in subdivision design.
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7.8  Locate open space/recreation areas within walking 
distance of all residential areas, and provide planned 
access to parks and open spaces in subdivisions.

7.9  Encourage usable open space by clustering buildings 
to minimize the creation of marginal-use areas on 
development sites.

7.10  Adopt advanced parking strategies in transit-served 
areas and for compact, mixed-use developments.

Integrating higher-density residential development can 
become an asset to a neighborhood if designed to fit within 
the environment properly.

8.  Encourage integration of higher-density residential 
developments through compatible design.

8.1  Site design shall be oriented so that less compatible 
facets, such as trash, loading and parking areas, are 
located in the interior of the development and not in 
close proximity to low-density uses.

8.2  Transition areas between different housing types shall 
be designed and planned to ensure compatibility of 
uses with the surrounding area.

8.3   Integrate compatible community facilities, such 
as schools and religious institutions, within 
developments and subdivisions, and not at the edges.

8.4  Integrate medium and higher-density housing types 
so that uses are compatible in density, scale and 
aesthetics, and are appropriately mixed into the larger 
neighborhood context.

8.5  Require developments to be located to maximize the 
use of existing infrastructure, and minimize the cost of 
expanding facilities and services.
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