
ABOUT OCEANSCAPE NETWORK VIRTUAL EXPLORATIONS

As the name indicates, “virtual explorations” use the Oregon Coast Aquarium’s Oceanscape Network web 
application (oceanscape.aquarium.org) to connect teachers, students and the general public to scientists, 
researchers, explorers, educators, conservation experts and others through blogs, photos, videos, two-way 
communication mechanisms and downloadable items.

Virtual explorations allow these individuals to share their experiences and discoveries with young people in near 
real-time. 

As of Fall 2015, the Oceanscape Network has completed five explorations in partnership with the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, WhaleTimes, Oregon State University, University of Washington, 
Southwest Fisheries Research Center, The International Group for Historic Aircraft Recovery, Ocean Geographic, 
The DEEPEND Consortium and others. Some of the amazing individuals who have contributed their talents and 
expertise include Dr. Heather Bracken-Grissom, Dr. Sonke Johnsen, Dr. Charles Messing, Dr. Edith Widder, 
Dr. Tamara Frank, Dr. William Chadwick, and Dr. David Weller. 

How you can get involved:
 
The Virtual Explorations program is mutually beneficial as it enables creative, innovative adults from a variety of 
disciplines to share their work with young people and educators.
 
The Network is always looking for new partners working in marine science, biology, geology, natural history and 
related fields who might be interested in participating. Because we like to encourage young people to get outside, 
programs with a field study or outdoor component are preferred but not required. There is no cost to the program 
(all features on Oceanscape are educational and free), but participants would need to commit to the following:
 
n Provide daily written blogs / updates of your work for the duration of your expedition / investigation. (For very 
long-term projects, we would probably choose one element of the work to feature so the online presence would 
typically be between 5 to 14 days.)

n Provide compelling photos and videos of same. (We can assist with this in many cases.)

n Work with Oceanscape Network personnel (or possibly our teenaged Youth Correspondents) on interviews, 
educational videos, demonstrations, social media items, supportive classroom materials and background 
information for written articles.

n Field questions from the public (including school groups) about your work.

n Work with Oceanscape Network personnel on potential follow-up features.

Contact Us
 
If you’re working on a project you think might be great as a Virtual Exploration, please contact Marsh Myers, 
Manager of Education Innovation at the Oregon Coast Aquarium at (541) 867-3474, Ext. 5314 or 
marsh.myers@aquarium.org.  

Please be aware that we can only facilitate so many of these expeditions per year (and we do not run them con-
currently), so advance notice is always appreciated. 


