
Create Your Own Legend
Now that you’ve read how Lischen H. 
Miller was inspired by a real Oregon 
place for her ghost story, we’re challeng-
ing you to create your own. It doesn’t 
have to be a ghost story, but it should 
contain some fantasy elements of your 
choosing.  To help you, we’re providing 
some guidelines on what a legend is and 
what elements fiction should have. 

When you’re done with your story, 
consider sharing it with the Network 
by uploading it through “The Stream.” 
Happy writing!

Choose Your Place:
Take a look around your community and 
find a natural area or a building you find 
interesting, spooky or intriguing. If you’re 
on the Oregon Coast, you might take a 
look at the Oceanscape Network’s 
Landmark Places feature for ideas.

Create Your Legend:
Using the place you’ve chosen, fashion a story of your own. In order to be similar to a legend, your story should be 
based on real events which happened at or near the place you’ve chosen to write about. You can distort or 
exaggerate the facts, but the basis of the story should be founded on historical fact. Although legends may have 
some supernatural elements (such as Muriel’s ghost), they generally do not contain beings like vampires, 
werewolves, unicorns or pixies – which are more common in myths. Of course, there should also be a high element 
of mystery to the story. Sometimes, as was the case in Miller’s story, the central mystery is never resolved, which 
makes the legend endure over time because people who hear it also want to solve it.

Writing It Down:
In order to make your legend engaging to others, you should keep a few things in mind. First, have a strong main 
character (called a protagonist). It’s through the eyes of the protagonist that your readers will enter your fictional 
world. Give your protagonist unique physical, emotional and moral characteristics. What makes this person tick? 
What motivates, scares or fascinates him or her? To make the protagonist’s story hold your reader’s attention, you’ll 
have to give him or her challenges to overcome. 

Sometimes, it helps writers to create an outline for their story before they start writing. This will keep you on track, 
especially since legends often have complex plots and multiple characters. Remember that authors often create 
multiple drafts of a story before they end up with a final product. 

Finally, you should have as much fun writing your legend as others have reading it! 
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