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Mountainview: Farming, Building, Preserving
Message from HSN President Win Perry
Homestead, Grandpa and Grandma remained in The
My mother, Anna Blauvelt (Anne to her friends), spent
Cedars, and my parents kept the land as an investment, as
her preteen and teenage years in Central Nyack, and she
well as for hiking and firewood. I was born the morning
returned there when my father retired. Her parents were
after my parents took a walk on the mountain.
looking for a place to buy in 1911, when her father reMy father later bought an adjacent parcel off Mountired. When they got off the West Shore Railroad Line at
tainview Avenue with an old house way back in the
the West Nyack Station, they saw the Blauvelt and Smith
woods. They restored the house by scavenging other old
Grocery sign and considered it an omen: they also were
buildings throughout the region that were being demol(William) Blauvelt and (Sarah) Smith.
ished. When my father retired in 1964, they moved there,
They sold their house in Mount Vernon, New
calling it Sky Farm. For almost 25 years they enjoyed
York, and bought an old Tallman farm on the east side
walking the woods and
of Greenbush Road, which
fields, watching the birds
extended eastward up the hill
and wild animals, keeping
to a tract of mountainous
chickens and ducks, hostwoodland on Mountainview
ing family gatherings, and
Avenue. The Old Homeperpetually repairing the
stead and former barn are
long unpaved entrance lane.
still standing on Greenbush
Among their most alarming
Road.
visitors were a large black
Grandpa managed as
bear and the Clarkstown
a country farmer until the
police on the lookout for
Great Depression. He tended
Brinks robbery fugitives.
a large garden and six hayPicnic
at
The
Cedars,
1931.
Left
to
right:
William
A.
Blauvelt,
Because of their love
fields. He built a new fieldCarroll Waldron, Bertha Frost Waldron, unidentified person,
of the land and my mothstone house, The Cedars, and
Anna Blauvelt, Sarah Blauvelt, William Nevius,
er’s specific wish that it be
dammed the South Brook
Lillian Blauvelt Nevius. Photo courtesy of Win Perry.
preserved in its natural state,
to create a swimming hole
my parents teamed with Rockland County to create
for the children. The family attended the Central Nyack
the Mountainview Nature Park, which consists of the
Congregational Church. My mother went to the Central
75 acres of original farm left after construction of the
Nyack School on West Broadway, and she took the train
Thruway (see A on map, pages 4–5). Betty and I, as well
from West Nyack to Haverstraw for high school. She
as our children and grandchildren, continue to walk there
graduated from Barnard College and was employed as
and recommend that you do the same. Be sure to find the
Assistant Comptroller of the Spellman Fund. My parents
spots where you can see the Hudson River and the New
met at a Valentine’s Day party on Greenbush Road and
York City skyline. Take a branch trail to the right to find
soon married at The Cedars.
Bear Swamp with its spring peepers. Down the hill you
During the Depression, Grandpa Blauvelt was no
will discover the old stone walls that once divided meadlonger able to make a living as a farmer. My parents had
ows and the ruins of the dam at the swimming hole.
the means to buy the farm. They rented out the Old
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Central Nyack Overview
from Colonial Days to the Present

Carroll S. Waldron, posed in his Zouave uniform
against a backdrop of a Civil War camp scene, 1865.
He was one of John D. Waldron’s four sons, all of
whom served in the Civil War. Carroll Waldron was
later active in Rockland County politics.

Geography, History, People
This issue is dedicated to Central Nyack, in part because it has been under reported in the past. While identifying possible stories,
we realized we had more than enough for two newsletters, as well as topics that needed further research. Thus, this overview,
as board trustees asked basic questions about Central Nyack’s geography and history. A current map, the Central Nyack Fire
District Map (pages 4-5) is included to help readers get their bearings. In addition, we recommend a “road trip” and/or a walk
or a hike.—Editor
The Nyack Turnpike

desire to further education in his new community is represented by his 1853 portrait as a Nyack Schools trustee.
The Turnpike was originally planned in 1813. Nyack’s
The Waldron family owned a large swath of land
early farmers and shipbuilders and Ramapo’s iron manuin Rockland. John Waldron came to Central Nyack via
facturers needed an accessible east-west thoroughfare that
Ulster County. He was a grape grower and bought this
fed into Nyack’s port, which would allow them to bring
land for his vineyard. He was a descendant of Resolved
their wares to market. The Turnpike would begin “at the
Waldron (pronounced: resolve it) who fled England due
cross road near Nyack Landing” and end in Suffern and
to religious persecution
would finally overto the Netherlands and
come the longstanding
was granted land by
obstacle of traversing
the Dutch in New Amthe swamp along the
sterdam. The family
shore of the Hackenalso acquired land in
sack Creek and also
Bergen County, New
the rocky terrain to the
Jersey (part of New
north.
Netherlands). As a
In 1816, the New
result of border uncerYork State Legislature
tainty and negotiations
passed legislation inbetween the colonies,
corporating the Nyack
this land became a part
Turnpike Company.
of New York, specifiThey named its officers,
cally Orange County,
specified how stock
Nyack Turnpike tollgate, Central Nyack, photo, 1870. The woman standing
which then was split
would be sold, set toll
next to the tollgate has been identified as Mrs. Amelia Baker,
to include Rockland
rates for wagons and
the last full-blooded Native American in the Nyack area. On the right
is
her
husband,
John
M.
Baker,
thought
to
have
been
a
Mormon.
County.
livestock of all kinds, and
Photo courtesy of Nyack Library Local History Collection.
While downtown
established toll waivers
Nyack was becoming
for property owners
a commercial hub in the 19th century, Central Nyack
near the toll road. It took until 1826 for a survey of the
to the west was mostly forest. Many of its trees were
Greenbush swamp to provide the engineering required
felled by Nyack’s ship owners to provide fuel for their
to complete the project. The Nyack tollbooth, which
steamboats. By 1900, land was also cleared for farming.
was situated at West Broadway and Main Street (about
In 1870, not long after their return from the Civil War,
a quarter mile west of the new Chase Bank), was estabCarroll S. Waldron and Edgar N. Waldron began selling
lished around 1830 (B on map, pages 4–5).
lots on land they had inherited from their father. The
The Waldron Family
local newspaper reported that Carroll put up 38 lots for
sale near the toll gate and 20 sold in three weeks. A year
John D. Waldron and Caroline (née) Van Norden came
later his brother was selling lots for up to $300 in the
to what became Rockland County from Harlem in 1842,
same locale.
then to Central Nyack in the fall of 1852. Mr. Waldron’s
2
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John D. Waldron, photographed as a
school trustee in 1853.

Pierre Bernard and the
Clarkstown Country Club

Leonard Cooke. Photos courtesy of
Nyack Library Local History Collection.

Bernard was also a sports enthusiast, and he built a
baseball stadium in Central Nyack that was completed in
1934. How was the hilly terrain flattened? A combination
of dynamite and the hard work of his herd of beloved
elephants who trampled the recently detonated heap. And
what about the remarkable lighting that Bernard innovated to enable the first night game in professional baseball?
It still stands at MacCalman Field lighting games for
Nyack High School teams.

As reported by HSN, as well as others, Pierre Bernard’s
unlikely international journey is well documented. We
told part of his story in a recent newsletter (Winter
2018–19, vol. 13, no. 3) in a memoir by Julie Winslett
recalling her youth spent at the Country Club’s Music
Box Cottage.
After efforts to build his following on the West
Coast failed, Bernard
came to New York City
and subsequently to
Nyack where he found
a devoted and affluent
assemblage of people
(including the Vanderbilt family) who, in
1920, were willing to
finance his acquisition
of 78 acres of the “upper
campus” of the Country
Club (C on map, pages
4–5) where the study
and practice of yoga was
enjoyed by many. With
their financial backing,
Bernard started buildBaseball at Night, oil painting by Morris Kantor, 1934—Smithsonian
ing. Several of Nyack
American Art Museum. The Sports Center at the Clarkstown Country
College’s beautiful ediClub was a versatile venue that hosted baseball games played by
fices are credited to this
minor league teams, barnstorming professionals, local semipro groups
of firemen and policemen, and Club members. Boxing and wrestling
activity.

matches were also staged there. Stadium lighting was still rare in 1934.

Waldron Terrace
Leonard Cooke, whose
roots in the river villages are five generations
deep, became a strong
Civil Rights leader in
the 1960s in Nyack. He
was determined that the
black community have a
powerful voice in village
government and insisted
at School Board meetings that Nyack Schools
should have a diverse
professional staff. He and
others were unrelenting
in their efforts to find
ways to address the housing problem that disproportionally impacted his
(continued on page 6)

Spring 2020, Historical Society of the Nyacks, P. O. Box 850, Nyack, NY 10960 www.nyackhistory.org

3

N

DE
ISA
PAL

S

ROUTE 59

DR

C OR

POR
ATE
D

R

N
G
RE

"

EN
BU
SH
RD

n

30
3

UT
E
RO

N

n

PARK

Rockland
Center for
The Arts

LN

Y AV

L LN

AM

P RD

RD
WA

DR

R ES

B UT TE R M

C

NORTHGATE
GARDENS

NYACK TRNPK

GRAND
NYACK
MALL

I

L
FA

LS

11

7
6
5
4

S DE

S

CI

PL

AR
W
LA

D

Skyview
Plaza

PK W

Y

AV

E

SCHUYLER PARK

OW
WILL

AV
RON
WALD

ST
VINE

B

Nyack Mini
Storage

¦¨

CI N

D

DY LN

1ST ST

GA

LR

D

3RD ST

n

11
! "!
!"
!

AV

STEPHEN ROWE
BRADLEY PARK

W N
T O

W N
T O

LIS
GIL

WALDRON
HEIGHTS

GAIL

DICK
INSO

59

O F

O F

W N
T O
K S
A R
W N
C L
T O
G E
A N
R
O

BLAUVELT
STATE
PARK

H

"

C

7
6
5
4

MOUNTAIN
VIEW
NATURE
PARK

AND
UPL

DR

S TATE PARK R
D

C K

JEWETT PL

ST

O F
N Y
A C
K
S O
U T
H
N Y
A

RE N
CE S
T

11
! "!
!"
!

LAW

Clarkstown
Country Club
38

R

OAK HILL
CEMETERY

SI
E

CHRISTIAN
HE RAL D RD

V I
L L
A G
V I
E
L L
A G
E
O F

EPEW AV
RD
PE
P
U

ROU
TE

TAPPAN ZEE
MANOR

N AV

<

DR

WARREN HILLS
APTS.

Sean Hunter Ryan
Memorial Park

ST
PINE

<

TOTO CT

N

MOUNTAINVIEW
CONDOMINIUMS

Old World
Food Market

Waldron Terrace

Central Nyack
Community
Center

"

Nyack
Turnpike
tollgate

ADLEY
BR

WEST ST

Nyack
Lumber

E

SU

IL
RH

WO ODS R D

Based on the Central Nyack Fire Department District map, April 2014

G

Buttermilk Falls Park

OL D

<

F

Nyack Rural
Cemetary

SUNSET VIEW DR

STONY HIL

ay

ruw

e Th

Stat

HUB SHOPPING
CENTER

ALLEGAN

NY

A

Bear
Swamp

BELLVIEW DR

Mountainview Nature Park

FAIR ACRES RD

LN
BO
BB
Y

RY HILL LN

BROOME BLVD

ER
NT
CE

D

OLD OX
R

N ROUTE 303

STRAWBER

C

SY
G YP

LN

R

CENTRAL AV

N STRA
WBERR
Y HILL

LN

R
RD

BESSO
ST

Spring 2020, Historical Society of the Nyacks, P. O. Box 850, Nyack, NY 10960 www.nyackhistory.org

03

3 03

EEN

TE
OU
SR
H
US

N GR

S
NB
EE
GR

E3

W FRAN

BUS
H RD

RD

UT

L

RO

LA URE

LD

ST

IL

W BROADWAY

TH

W CT

LK

CHESTNUT ST

Spring 2020, Historical Society of the Nyacks, P. O. Box 850, Nyack, NY 10960 www.nyackhistory.org
VIE
HIGH

SCHUY
L ER

LS
AL
G

C K
N Y A

TOWT
ST

TA LN
VIS

RA
C L
A R
K S
T O
W N
O R
A N
G E
O F
T O
W N
N Y
A C
K
O F
T O
W N

IN

O F

HAL
L AV

E
L A G
V I L

BAC

W AV
VIE
O F
G E

N
TAI

T O
W N
V I L
L A

N
MOU

RD

ST
HE S
T

GE

PO LH
EMUS

RID

SICK

L ES

S HIGHLAND AV

EST

BY

TER
RAC
E

AV

¦¨

¦¨

CROSBY ST

4
FOR

L
KI

DR

RD

Route 303

5

Central Nyack Overview
(continued from page 3)
community, thanks to what many believed was a corrupt
and bigoted local government. There were many in
Nyack and beyond who fought this fight. Bill Scott, who
was from Spring Valley, brought a more militant voice to
the effort.
It was Cooke who devised and executed a plan to
annex land beyond the Clarkstown-Orangetown border,
so those deeply impacted by “urban removal,” as it was
known on the streets, could remain in Nyack (D on
map, pages 4–5). It took a lot of know-how. And it took
having good relationships in high places. For Cooke that
meant his good friend Albert Holland would navigate a
legal strategy, and Charles Holbrook, forward-thinking
Supervisor of Clarkstown, would see its value. In the
1960s, when they lost their homes, many African American families from Nyack moved to Spring Valley to rent
affordable housing. Once Waldron Terrace opened, some
were able to move back.
Central Nyack Community Center
The Center opened in 1971, the brainchild of the SelfHelp Organization of Central Nyack. The children of
Central Nyack needed a playground; their parents too,
needed a place to come together. HSN Board Trustee
Betty Perry remembers the women in the group well,
especially Rachel Ingram and Susan Covello. Ingram’s
obituary describes her as a life-long NAACP member and
a driving force in establishing the Central Nyack Community Center. Susan Covello, who died in 2018, was
instrumental in creating the legislation that established
Buttermilk Falls as park land. She is remembered for
promoting the construction of the Central Nyack Community Center and her work with the Central Nyack

Self-Help Organization to provide scholarship grants
from the United Negro College Fund to Nyack High
School graduates. As the groups needs evolved, Betty
Perry suggested an architect (Win Perry) who might help.
His plans were vital in establishing this Community
Center (E on map, pages 4–5).
Nyack Rural Cemetery
The upper and lower sections are located north and west
of the Nyack Lumber Company on Route 59 (F on map,
pages 4–5). There were originally a total of 268 graves in
the upper and lower sections; the earliest date of death is
1837, latest date is 1977. Many graves mark the final resting place of early Nyack area families: Polhemus, Vanderbelt, VanHouten, Blauvelt, and DeBevoise. The Rockland
Genealogical Society reports that the cemetery’s original
booklet states that the site was founded in June 1887 and
envisioned as a “special burial ground for citizens of New
York City, as well as those of Northern New Jersey and
Rockland County, because of its natural beauty and admirable location.” Declining burials caused the cemetery
to go out of business despite at least one effort to revive
it. As an abandoned cemetery, ownership passed to the
Town of Clarkstown. The main burial area was mowed
for a long time, but recently it has been allowed to grow
wild. HSN hopes to offer a guided tour there soon.
Parklands
Probably because Central Nyack and its environs included large tracts of undeveloped land well into the latetwentieth century, it has become home to several land
preserves. Each deserves your active or passive attention;
each is intended as a “parkland for public enjoyment.”
• Mountainview Nature Park (A on map, pages 4–5)
• Buttermilk Falls (G on map)
• Sean Hunter Ryan Memorial Park (H on map)

Central Nyack: An Oral History
Excerpts from an Interview with Connie Vaughn Williamson
by Jean Pardo, former Nyack Village Historian
Recorded on January 8, 1991, at her home, 49 Highview Court, Central Nyack

Jean Pardo: First we need to have your [full] name.
Conne Vaughn Williamson: Connie Vaughn, and
then I got married in 1949 (so) I am Connie Williamson. . . .We are separated now. . . .I was born...in
Lawrenceville, Virginia. I was 5 and a half when I came
up here.
JP: Do you know why your parents came here to
Nyack?
CW: My mother had a sister here. . .[she] came up
to visit, and then my father [came]. When we came up,
it was only a 2-car train. . . .The train came right to the
corner of Depew and Railroad Ave. That was in 1936.
First we lived on 160½ Main Street behind Burns
Furniture Store, then we moved to New Street, then here
—on the corner of [Upper] Depew and Waldron. . . .We
lived on Depew right up to 1942 when the war broke out.
My father worked. . .at the vanilla factory on the corner of Burd and Main Street, then he started to work for
Dr. (Pierre) Bernard. He was 17 then, when he started. .
.and he died at the age of 36. He had asthma.
JP: What kind of work did he do for Dr. Bernard?
CW: First he was the bus boy then his head cook.
This is where they had [Dr. Bernard’s] laboratory, right
here in this development [Waldron Terrace.] And this is
where they buried the elephants. . . .It tickled me when
the people were digging to build this development and
this guy found this bone. . .and he says “Strange bone!”
Hey don’t you know that’s an elephant [bone)]? Dr. Bernard owned. . .all that property ] where Hilltop School
was, all the way down to. . .the Community Center.
JP: Did they still have horses and buggies when you
were a child?

Nyack Rural Cemetery. Photos by Joe Schumacher.
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CW: Oh yes. They had them til I’d say the mid or late
40s. We used to have this farmer, his name was Farmer
Jones, he was from West Nyack. He would come into
town with the wagon, with. . .real nice fresh vegetables.
We had our gardens, too. We used to call them Victory
Gardens. . .we had chickens—get our own eggs. . . .When
we was kids, we went on the farms when we got out of
school—even though we only got 25 cents for picking a
basket of tomatoes or string beans. But that 25 cents. . .it
gave us the courage to work & take care of ourselves.

They let us out of school (to help on the farms).
Mrs. McElroy was my principal at Liberty St. School.
One time she put me on punishment. . .locked me up
in a closet. . .the custodian. . .he heard me whining—I
guess. I would have suffocated. But my daddy went to
school and gave her a whipping! That was funny. But she
made the mistake. She forgot—it was only supposed to
be for 15 minutes.
JP: Was your mother working all this time after your
father died?
CW: She worked for [lawyer Trachtenberg] for 30
years at his home in Nyack. . . .She worked for Judge
Dillon. . .about 32 years. . . .And when my grandmother
came up here from Virginia, she took in laundry.
JP: When you lived on Waldron Avenue, did you
walk to high school?
CW: Oh yes, & we walked downtown when we
wanted to go shopping. And at night we walked—we
didn’t have to fret about it the way you do now. We had
a curfew. . .the warning blew at 8:30 and the second one
at 8:45. You’d better be halfway to your doorstep by the
time the second whistle went or you were in trouble!
JP: Did you move up here after you were separated?
CW: It was in ’76 I moved here. They built these
Waldron Apartments in ’65. I had put in for it but they
didn’t have nothing for single people, just for families.
So after I adopted the child and I needed the room, then
—I had to do it through my senator and congressman,
because I said I lived here, I worked here.
JP: Did most of the people who lived here in the
beginning come from the urban renewal area of Nyack?
CW: Some of them were from there, because it took
their homes, and it took where [folks] were living in
apartments in somebody’s private house. These apartments were for the people put out by urban renewal.
Editor’s Note: Connie Vaughn Williamson’s complete
oral history can be accessed at the Local History Room of
Nyack Library. She tells incredible stories—sad, brave, and
heartwarming, capturing history in a unique way. If you are
interested in creating an oral history, volunteering to transcribe them, or want to help bring oral histories to the school
district libraries, contact info@rocklandhistory.org.
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OR CURRENT RESIDENT

❧ Forthcoming Exhibition— Toni Morrison: A Retrospective ❧
Curated by Brenda Ross and Leontine Temsky

Our Museum is temporarily closed to prevent the possibility of our contributing
to the spread of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19). Watch your email for our opening date.
An exhibition honoring the life and work of the local, internationally celebrated author whose writings
resonate around the globe. On view at the Society’s Museum, located at the DePew House (lower level),
50 Piermont Avenue, Nyack. Normal opening hours: Saturdays, 1–4 p.m.

❧ Upcoming Walking Tours ❧
The Historical Society’s guided walking tours are held on Sundays (except where noted) and begin at 2 p.m. sharp!
Tickets are $10 per person. For more information, contact ashapaulose15@gmail.com

April 26 and October 25
		

Oak Hill Cemetery: meet at the cemetery entrance gate on Route 9W, between Sickles
Avenue and Fifth Avenue

May 31 and October 4

Edward Hopper’s Nyack: meet in front of the Edward Hopper House, 82 North Broadway

June 7 		

South Nyack: meet at the southwest corner of South Broadway and Cedar Hill Avenue

June 28 		

Upper Nyack: meet at the northwest corner of North Broadway and Sixth Avenue

September 20 		

Downtown Nyack: meet at the foot of Main Street near the Hudson River

September 12 		
Children’s Walking Tour: Learn about the history of the Nyack Library, Memorial Park, and
Special SATURDAY tour the historic DePew House: meet at the Nyack Library’s main entrance on South Broadway
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