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CARSON McCULLERS: TAKE ME
by Gail Bentley Walsh, an aspiring writer, forever pushing South against North

A friend once told me she experienced desire as an infant in 
the crib. Where are you going? she wondered in her pre-

thought mind as light streaked above her across the ceiling, when 
cars passed outside. “I want to go with you. Take me, take me.”

Those are Frankie Addams’s words in Carson McCullers’s 
novel, Member of the Wedding (1946). Carson was a genius at 
taking us along with her as she herself is being taken. The prod, 
the pang of recognition comes to her from waiting, listening, 
called up by forces outside pushing inside and vice-versa. Hers 
was a turtle rhythm. All her abundant insight and intuition 
came, according to her, from discipline. She spent limitless gobs 
of dedicated time attending, distilling, not gleaning facts but 
knitting impressions.

In working on her debut novel, The Heart Is a Lonely Hunter 
(1940), she had all the characters intact except the main char-
acter, who kept shifting. And when one day she arrived at the 
idea of him, Singer, being a deaf-mute, all the meaning fell into 
place as if nature did the designing. It took four years. When her 
husband heard she was writing about deaf-mutes, he suggested 
they visit the school for deaf-mutes in Macon. She chose not 
to. For her writing, she didn’t require the tangible experience of
sights and smells and absent sounds there. Her creations were 
stubbornly born of imagination.  

A concept arrives as if from a long journey, the journey inside 
where you’ve no clue which way it’s headed. You hang ten, as 
they say, absorbing timeless rays of the sun. Finally, you blink 
and nudge yourself to one side, still holding on for dear life, 
then abruptly give up your hold on the overhanging branch and 
tumble shell over head into the murky water. Illumination has 
struck—a design with characters and actions has popped in 
then shifted, like light, and you don’t know where it’s going.  

But you want to go too. 
The fl at terrain, the uneventful landscape of the small, south-

ern town stirs up a yearn to wander. I know the feeling. I too
grew up female in a small southern town, defi ned by painful 
relations between blacks and whites and men and women. The 
same oppressive close heat was there, the same bob-whites and 
pines and winters raw with damp cutting cold. Columbus, 
Georgia, where Carson lived as a child, is 120 miles west of my 
hometown, Macon, Georgia, on the edge of the same Piedmont 
Plateau.

Groups of students come every year from Columbus State 
University for “away” study in Nyack to experience some of what 
Carson experienced during the 22 years she lived here. It’s a rev-
erent practice. Her South Nyack home is owned by the Univer-
sity; her childhood home in Columbus houses her archives and 
hosts writers’ events. I imagine them (the students from CSU) 
standing inside her Nyack residence and looking out on the 
Hudson River at the ageless, blackened remains of the concrete 
barge off-shore at Memorial Park, raising their eyes and imagin-
ing the home of Washington Irving on the other side of the river 
in Sleepy Hollow. 

When the students visit, they stop by Pickwick Book Shop on 
South Broadway and speak with the owner, John Dunnigan. As 
a boy he visited Pickwick when it was located around the corner 
on Main Street, where Starbucks is now. One of Carson’s helpers 
used to come in often with a list of books to purchase.  

Portrait of Carson McCullers as a Young Woman, print 
from an original sketch. Courtesy of John Dunnigan, 
Pickwick Book Shop, Nyack

Continued on page 2
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John has a signed print of McCullers hanging on the wall 
behind the front register at Pickwick. She gave the print (one of 
an edition) to her friend, Jane McDill Anderson, another Nyack 
author. The sketch was done by an artist named Veritas, who 
sketched it one evening at a local party. Anderson’s daughter gave 
the print to John.  

He told me about a tribute event he attended in September 
1987. McCullers was born February 19, 1917, and died soon 

after her fi ftieth birthday on September 29, 1967. The famous 
actress, Helen Hayes, an admirer of Carson’s work, hosted the 
event. It was held at Saint Paul’s Church. Carson’s home, built in 
1880, now with its historical marker, was originally the parson-
age for Saint Paul’s Church. 

When I mentioned the event to my teacher, Jan Deats, a Nyack 
resident and eminent concert pianist and instructor at Rockland 

Continued on page 3

         

In Memory of James Hershberger 1943–2016
by Win Perry, Society President

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Upon his retirement from Citibank as a vice president of 
corporate fi nance, Jim Hershberger devoted himself en-

thusiastically to community service while at the same time 
developing his new business, Hook Mountain Graphics. The 
Historical Society of the Nyacks was a prime benefi ciary of his 
talents, generosity, and good humor, although he served his 
church, neighborhood, and other organizations as well. 

As a graphic designer, he gave our publications and posters a 
fresh new look that greatly enhanced their effectiveness. As an 
information technician, he put our membership database and 
bank of email addresses in professional form. As a website whiz, 
he built an original site that supports our many activities and 
offers a fascinating education in local history.

 As a business man, he managed our Pay Pal and Postal Service 
accounts, ran the sale of House Tour tickets, and arranged for 
our major purchases. As our liaison with the business commu-
nity, he made sure we supported the Chamber of Commerce, 
Visit Nyack, and the Nyack Library; he contacted merchants 
to sponsor our activities and advertise in our publications. He 
made wonderful charts of website hits, membership numbers, 
and home locales for house tour visitors. And that’s not all. 

We have parceled out the tasks that Jim used to perform to 
about eight different people. It takes a village to replace a Jim. 
But it’s still not the same. If we can adopt his good humor, good 
sense, calm confi dence, and gentle kindness we will have learned 
the most important thing he gave us. We miss you, Jim.

Jim and Mary Hershberger celebrating their team, the New 
York Giants. Photos courtesy of Mary Hershberger

CARSON McCULLERS: TAKE ME Continued from page 1

Jim and Mary Hershberger celebrating their team, the New 
York Giants. Photos courtesy of Mary Hershberger
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Above: Jan Deats at the piano, St. Paul’s Methodist 
Church. Photo by Stephen Bretschneider (Nyack 
Library Collection)

Right: Carson McCullers’s South Nyack home on 
South Broadway. Photo by Sal Cordaro

CARSON McCULLERS: TAKE ME Continued from page 2

Conservatory of Music and Manhattan School of Music, she re-
called being there as part of the program. She played multiple 
classical selections and she didn’t know why she was asked to 
play. She hadn’t realized Carson was once a passionate student of 
piano who had hoped to become a concert pianist. 

Hence the variations, musical forms, and polyphonic rhythms 
in McCullers’s haunting masterpieces. Near the end of The 
Ballad of the Sad Café (1943) we get the description of call and 
response chanting of a Georgia chain gang: “One dark voice 
will start a phrase, half-sung, and like a question. And after a 
moment another voice will join in, soon the whole gang will be 
singing. The voices are dark in the golden glare, the music intri-
cately blended, both somber and joyful.” 

Her voices take us wherever she wanders. In the character of 
Frankie, her most autobiographical persona, she sits stubborn 
in the honeymoon car with her suitcase on her lap until they 
drag her out. She’s shamed and broken-hearted, but rebounds 
by running away downtown where she hovers in a restaurant 
near the bus terminal. The character never relents in her resolve 
to flee her hometown.

That’s how Carson ended up in Nyack, evidently. Her phrase 
from an interview is often quoted: “I was always homesick for a 
place I had never seen, and now I have found it. It is here, this 
house, this town.” She’s referring, of course, to her beloved home 
in South Nyack. 

As I read that line I’m struck by a strange, almost eerie truth. 
Years ago, I wrote something similar about another room, a 
room I’d yet to enter. The concept so intrigued me, over and over 
I repeated it to myself and came to believe it would someday 

happen. Now I see that all along I was being taken. I’d probably 
read Carson’s words early on, forgotten the source, and blithely 
repossessed the emotion. 

When I was working on this essay, a turtle came to me one 
night in a dream. I thought the turtle was Carson, nudging my 
right arm with its snout and nibbling me with its beak. This 
huge, green-flecked, gentle creature probed for its own place in 
me, patient and insistent on its survival. An ally to many, Carson 
was accessible and generous. I’d developed a strong need to be-
friend her. 

Clock Without Hands (1961), her last novel, and her unfin-
ished autobiography, Illumination and Night Glare (1999), were 
written when she lived in Nyack. In the latter, published more 
than thirty years after her death, she explains how the sudden 
intuitive grasp comes after long searching and keeping the soul 
ready. In the former, her final large work of fiction, she deals 
with extreme racial violence, betrayal, sexual and cultural iden-
tity. The seeds and roots of that tragic tale must have been with 
her for many years. 

People have so many ways of taking off these days. Both Tol-
stoy and Tagore wrote of trains a hundred years ago, how they 
changed human nature. We were no longer stuck in a limited, 
pre-defined circumference or circumstance. Then came flight, 
so commonplace today. And now with the internet we’re back 
in the crib, our limbs powerless, our minds full of overwrought 
muscle, hoping to escape the sadness that Carson says “parallels 
desire in the immense complexity of love.” 
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Horace Greeley Knapp was born August 29, 1849, in 
Clarkstown, the son of Martin Knapp, a local shoemaker 

and well-known writer on labor issues in the county. Knapp 
was listed as an apprentice in the 1865 New York State census. 
There is no information as to any architectural training he may 
have received. The 1870 census lists Knapp as a carpenter in 
Haverstraw and it is possible that he learned drafting from the 
carpenters he was working for. 

Horace Knapp must have been a restless soul. In the mid-
1880s, after having designed at least eleven local houses, Knapp 
left Nyack and spent a few years in Benecia, California, where 
he was an instructor in art and architecture. He also spent some 
time in Hailey, Idaho, where he designed a house for Homer 
Pound that became the birthplace of Ezra Pound. Back in Nyack 
in the late 1880s, he designed five more houses. From 1891 to 
1893 he was living in Buffalo and had an architectural practice 
there. 

Knapp was a strict prohibitionist, the treasurer of the non-
smokers Protective League of America, Inc., a lecturer on poetry, 
the recording secretary for the South Nyack village board, and a 
member of the Independent Order of Good Templars. In 1880, 
he took over as editor and publisher of the Rockland Advertiser 
and Chronicle, which he used occasionally to publicize his archi-
tectural creations.

Knapp’s 17 known projects in the Nyacks reflect an interest in 
varying styles, many of which were not common in the area. His 
work was significant in establishing the 19th-century character 
of the Nyack streetscape. A number of his important houses and 
their stylistic features are highlighted here. Knapp died in New 
York City in 1924.

Second Empire Revival Style 
In 1872, Knapp designed a Second Empire house for Stephen 
Merritt at 148 South Broadway. This design was a small, three-
bay-wide example with a mansard roof and hooded dormer win-
dow. The first drawing that Knapp had published, however, was 
in Manufacturer and Builder titled “Design of a Villa,” which 
was the plan for the original John Wilcox house located at 70 
Clinton Avenue. It is also three bays wide, but contains more 
elaborate detailing than the Merritt house. A bell-shaped turret 
was applied to a more common Second Empire type, similar to 
the Merritt house, with a row of cresting atop the second story 
with a detailed bay window. 

Another interesting example of the style was the Commercial 
Building located at 10 South Broadway, since destroyed by fire. 
Built in 1872 for David J. Blauvelt, the building was quite large 
with five bays on the southern elevation and nine bays along 
Broadway. It was four stories high, with triangular-pedimented 
windows on the first three floors and a mansard roof on the 
fourth story. Knapp highlighted the roof by varying the window 

HORACE GREELEY KNAPP, NYACK ARCHITECT by Hugh Goodman, Architectural Historian

design to include larger hood moldings and adding a broad tur-
ret that rose well above the parapet at the top of the mansard 
roof. 

Stick Style

The Stick Style was predominately found in the residential de-
signs of the 1860s and 1870s. Its chief characteristics include 
an imitation half-timbered effect, with boards attached to the 
exterior walls in grids suggestive of the underlying frame con-
struction. Other features include attached open-stick-work 
verandas, projecting square bays, steeply pitched roofs, and 
overhanging eaves. Knapp designed two houses in this style: the 
George Mann house (1872) at 38 Glen Byron and the Cornelius 
Kennedy house (1879) at 59 Jefferson Street. Both houses had 
original designs published in the Manufacturer and Builder. 

Queen Anne Style

The Queen Anne Style was one of the more popular architectural 
types during the Victorian era. It was typically characterized by 
steeply-pitched roofs, irregular shapes, a dominant front-facing 
gable, patterned shingles, bay windows, and other details used to 
avoid a smooth-surfaced appearance. Cross gables are also very 
common. 

Knapp’s examples include the 1881 Charles White house 
at 104 South Broadway, which is highlighted by a bracketed 
central tower, bay windows, and pedimented gables. The 1889 
James Leadley house located at 267 South Broadway is a little 
more detailed and incorporates elements of both Queen Anne 
and Tudor Revival styles. There is a square tower at the corner, 
with decorative railings, projecting bays, detailed shingle pat-
terns, and half-timbering located beneath some of the gables. 
The George T. Morrow house at 262 Piermont Avenue is anoth-
er Knapp house that features a round tower, wraparound porch, 
and large front gable. Much of the detailing has been lost since 
the vinyl siding replaced the original wooden siding.

Turkish Style

Knapp designed the building at 147 Piermont Avenue in 1876 
for William Voorhis to serve as his office. It stands out from 
almost all of the other buildings in Nyack in that it is loosely 
inspired by an oriental-style house, as seen in the ogee arch on 
the front and the modified onion dome along the roof. A wrap-
around porch and bracketed cupola suggest Queen Anne and 
Italianate influences.

All photos on the facing page are by Win Perry.
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Stick: Overlaid board strips dividing siding into panels and 
elaborate carpentry decorations of gables in this Knapp house 
on Jefferson Street typify “Stick Style” architecture, which 
evolved from Carpenter Gothic and was popular before the 
Queen Anne Revival (59 Jefferson Street).

Second Empire Revival: A mansard roof and hooded dormers in this house by 
Knapp immediately identify it as Second Empire Revival, a style popular in the 
second half of the 19th century (148 South Broadway).

Queen Anne: This Knapp-designed house exemplifies the exuberant use of different 
shapes and textures that was characteristic of the Queen Anne Revival (309 North 
Broadway).

Turkish: As an office for Commodore William Voohris, a 
sailboat racing enthusiast, Knapp chose “Turkish,” a fanciful 
style popular at the time involving curved roofs and an 
octagonal tower (147 Piermont Avenue). 

There will be several Horace Greeley  
Knapp homes on our Upcoming House Tour 

on May 13. To order tickets, see page 8.
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One of Nyack’s most celebrated traditions, the Historical 
Society of the Nyacks’ House Tour, returns after a 3-year 

hiatus, on t he Saturday before Mother’s Day, May 13, 2017, 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Inspiration for the title of this year’s 
tour, the seventh house tour sponsored by the Society, comes 
from the impressive collection of grand, high-style Victorian-
era homes  found in the Nyacks. Two of the best-known and 
best-loved houses will be included: Pretty Penny in Nyack and 
the Ross-Hand Mansion in South Nyack. In addition to these 
two spectacular houses, we will be visiting several other stunning 
examples of the varied and ornate residential architecture of the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries, including several designed by 
Horace Greeley Knapp, whose work is featured in this issue of 
the newsletter.  

Don’t wait! Buy your tickets now at the Nyack Library 
Circulation Desk, at the Nyack Springfest Street Fair on Sunday, 
April 9th, or at www.nyackhistory.org. Early-bird pricing of $40 
is available if purchased before May 13th, or $50 on the day of 
the tour. Pick up your house tour Guidebook at Living Christ 
Church, 151 South Broadway, between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. on 
the day of the tour.  

Ross-Hand Mansion, South Nyack.
Watercolor by Beverley Bozarth Colgan

The Nyack Historical Society’s current exhibition, Nyack 
Business Before the Malls: Part II, continues the story of 

Nyack’s role as a Rockland County shopping destination. 
Focusing on the variety of shops on Broadway and Main Street 
from the 1920s through the 1960s, the exhibition features 
photographs of the area as well as a variety of advertisements 
from the Journal News, some of which highlight the impact of 
urban renewal, which caused Koehler’s, the Wohlgemuth’s family 
market that opened in the 1880s, to close in 1963.

Prominent Nyack merchants are featured, such as James 
Zabriskie, whose clothing store was the oldest in Nyack; George 
Tromm of Tromm’s Delicatessen, the second-oldest business in 
Nyack; David Koblin, who in 1934 took over the Blauvelt Drug 
store, and his son, Jerry, who continued the business for over 40 
years; Thomas Vasiliow of Eagle Confectioners, in business for 
54 years creating large chocolate models of the Nyack Library, 
Nyack Post Offi ce, Tappan Zee Bridge; and others.   

Nyack Business Before the Malls: Part II is open every Saturday 
from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. and continues through May 27, 2017, 
at the Museum of the Historical Society of the Nyacks, located 

in the lower level of the historic Depew House, behind Nyack 
Library and across from Memorial Park, at 50 Piermont Avenue, 
Nyack, NY 10960. Enter below the front porch.  

Additional materials are on display in the library cases in the 
Carnegie-Farian Room of the Nyack Library and can be viewed 
during library hours. The Nyack Library is located at 59 South 
Broadway, Nyack, NY 10960.  

The Great Nyack House Tour Returns 
with Grand Houses of the Nyacks

Nyack Business Before the Malls: Part II
March 4–May 27, 2017

North Broadway, ca. 1940s; Phone Call from a Stranger was 
playing at the Rockland Theatre; Bill’s Rendez-vous, at 37 North 
Broadway, where patrons could dine and dance, is now 
Runcible Spoon.

Buy your early-bird ticket 
to the House Tour.
See the order form

on page 8.
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Begun as a themed Fall-Winter Newsletter on the 35th anni-
versary of the Brinks Robbery, we received responses from 

law enforcement personnel involved in the dramatic events, rela-
tives of the victims, and local witnesses. Remembering the Brinks 
Robbery: After 35 Years, It Still Matters evolved into a 48-page 
book just published in January.

Through fi rst-person accounts the book commemorates the 
historic event that took place in Nyack on October 20, 1981, 
which took the lives of two Nyack police offi cers and a Brinks 
guard. Its impact here in Nyack, in Rockland, and across the 
country is mind-boggling. In his lead article, Bob Baird, manag-
ing editor of the Journal-News back then, recalls telling reporters, 
“The Brinks Case (will) outlive our careers and possibly outlive 
many of us.” He adds, “In fact the story is still unfolding.” 
Sponsored by Sterling National Bank, the book features myriad 
photographs documenting the event, as well as an original illus-
tration by Nyack artist Bill Batson. 

We have been hearing about other fi rst-hand accounts since 
the publication of Remembering the Brinks Robbery and intend to 
collect them. If you have one to share, contact info@nyackhis-
tory.org. We also welcome feedback on our newest publication 
at the same email address.

Copies are available for purchase for $10 at the Historical 
Society’s museum located at 50 Piermont Avenue, which is 

Remembering the Brinks Robbery

Upcoming Spring and Fall Walking Tours
The Historical Society of the Nyacks is continuing the Walking Tours previously off ered 
by Friends of the Nyacks. All tours take place on Sundays and begin at 2:00 p.m.

April 30 (repeated on October 15) 
Oak Hill Cemetery (meet at the entrance to the cemetery on Route 9W)

May 14 (repeated on October 8) 
South Nyack (meet at the southwest corner of South Broadway and Cedar Hill Avenue)

June 11 (repeated on September 17) 
Edward Hopper’s Nyack (meet in front of Hopper House, 82 North Broadway)

June 25 
Upper Nyack (meet at the northwest corner of North Broadway and Sixth Avenue)

Sept 24 
Downtown Nyack (meet at the foot of Main Street near the river)

To RSVP or get more information, contact ashapaulose15@gmail.com.

Remembering
the

Brinks Robbery

After 35 Years, It Still Matters

9 780692 806456

51000>

ISBN 978-0-692-80645-6

$10.00

Publication Sponsor

open every Saturday from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. as well as at the 
Circulation Desk of the Nyack Library. To order by mail, add $3 
for shipping within the U.S. and mail your check to Historical 
Society of the Nyacks, P. O. Box 850, Nyack, NY 10960.
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JOIN THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Please take a few moments to benefi t local history. Your support helps us to maintain and enhance our 

museum in the DePew House and enables us to continue popular activities such as our acclaimed Great Nyack 
House Tour, our John Scott ArmChair Walking Tours, and other special lectures and programs. 

See the mailing label on this page for your membership status.

Make check payable to Historical Society of the Nyacks, and mail to the Society at P. O. Box 850, Nyack, NY 10960 

  ❒ Family/Joint $28 ❒ Individual $15    ❒ Business/Professional $50          
   ❒ Centurion $100  ❒ President’s Circle $500  ❒ Museum Patron $1,000
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