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His tor ica l  Soc ie ty  
o f  the  Nyacks

Work is underway on our 
big project for the year, an 

exhibit that will be a centerpiece of 
Nyack’s celebration of the 400th 
anniversary of the discovery of the 
Hudson River by Henry Hudson and 
the discovery of Lake Champlain by 
Samuel de Champlain. It’s also the 
202nd anniversary of Robert Fulton’s 
successful steamboat journey on the 
Hudson River, so he is also being 
honored. The celebration will take 
place up and down the river and can 
be previewed on the Web site www.
exploreNY400.com.

The Historical Society of the Nyacks’ 
exhibit is nicknamed “Fish & Ships” 
as fishing, shipbuilding, and river 
commerce have been so important in 
the development of our community, 
but its full title is The Hudson River in 
the History of the Nyacks. The exhibit 
can be seen according to the schedule 
shown on the right. And through the 
generosity of the owners, we have 
reached an agreement for the use of 
three big rooms in the former Pavion 
Building at 60 Cedar Hill Avenue for 
less than market value rent. 

We  expect to close for a few 
weekends in midsummer if attendance 
slows, so call us or watch our Web 
site.

As loyal friends of the Historical 
Society, we will need your help. We will 
train you to act as hosts and hostesses 
at the exhibit—there are many 
shifts to fill. Do you have a working 
television set and/or DVD player 
that you aren’t currently using that we 
could borrow to show audiovisuals? 
Do you like to do research, record 
oral histories, letter captions, build 

displays, solicit business sponsors, or 
sweep floors? Would you like to make 
a permanent digital record of the 
exhibit? We have people in charge of 
most of our subject areas, but they all 
could use help. To volunteer, please 
call or e-mail us.

The exhibit will include artifacts, 
photographs, paintings, audiovisuals, 
interactive exhibits, and documents.  
Subjects will include Native 
Americans, the Dutch influence, 
African Americans on the river, 

Fish & Ships
The Hudson R iver in 
the History of the Nyacks
Impressive Nyack Exhibit Nears

Fish & Ships Exhibit
Saturdays and Sundays 
1:00PM to 5:00PM

June 13 - July 12,
August 15 - September 13

and by appointment
Former Pavion Building

60 Cedar Hill Avenue, Nyack
~

To check for schedule changes, 
ask questions or to volunteer:

845.704.7343 
www.nyackhistory.org

exhibit2009@nyackhistory.org

by Win Perry, Society President
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~
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~
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 ~
Contribution to 

The Nyack Library
~
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Continued on page 9

Interested in volunteering 
for Fish & Ships?

We especially need greeters 
on the days the exhibit will 

be open. Contact Linda 
Greene, 845.353.2854,

lindagreene@nyackhistory.org 
Sponsors and donors sought
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the parade, and at the Presbyterian 
Church (now the Nyack Center) a 
“Union Service” on Sunday night, 
October 3rd, marked the beginning of 
festivities in Nyack. Friday, October 
8th, was declared “Merchant’s Day,” 
when 100 decorated wagons paraded 

around the village. Glassing’s band 
of Haverstraw played a concert on 
Friday afternoon and on Saturday 
night there were fireworks.  

On Tuesday night, the Nyack 
committee must have been astonished 
and angry when told they could not 
have floats, and yet their determination 
made certain that Nyack would have 
floats. The Nyack Evening Journal, 
October 7, 1909, covered the story in 
detail:

“But for the hard work and 
persistence of the local committee, 

Nyack would not have had any floats.  
Secretary Leonard of the Lower 
Hudson Commission, who a year 
ago had promised Nyack over twenty 
floats and who had visited the town 
several times since to aid in arranging 
that part of the parade, deliberately 

told members of the Nyack 
committee Tuesday, at Tarrytown, 
that he had promised Nyack 
nothing, and a warm discussion, 
in which the Nyack men kept 
up their end without flinching, 
ensued.  The Nyack committee 
told Secretary Leonard that they 
had been promised the floats 
and were going to have them, 
and they then proceeded to plan 
for carrying out this resolution.  
They communicated in the 
evening with the Cornell Towing 
Company and engaged a tug.  This 
tug proceeded to Yonkers during 
the night, and towed barges 
from that place to Tarrytown 
to convey the floats to Nyack.  
Members of the committee went 
to Tarrytown by the first ferry 

Wednesday morning, and others 
went by the next boat to put the 
floats on the barges.  These men 
worked hard and unceasingly, 
until one barge was loaded with 

the six floats named and these were 
brought to Nyack and landed in time 
for the parade.  This committee had 
worked hard all night, sacrificing rest 
and sleep in order that the people 
should not be disappointed, and 
no praise for their heroic efforts can 
be too great.  These committeemen 
are E.F. Perry, Ernest M. Turner, Dr. 
G.S. Writer, Rev. R.H. Herron, W.P. 
Bugbee, and George T. Haeselbarth, 
aided by G. Gates, Charles Partridge, 
and others . . .”

One hundred years ago, the 
citizens of Rockland County 

gathered  together in commemoration 
of the original 1609 voyage of Henry 
Hudson up the river1 and the steam 
navigation of the river by Robert Fulton 
nearly 200 years later in 1807. The 
Nyack Evening Journal called it 
“the greatest  demonstration ever 
witnessed in the county.” We will 
commemorate those same feats 
in 2009.   As we move forward 
with our commemoration, let's 
look back at the celebration of 
1909 in Nyack, one that almost 
didn’t happen. 

The Hudson -Fulton 
Celebration of 1909 was 
a statewide event. It was a 
tremendous feat, which included 
replicas of the ships of Henry 
Hudson and Robert Fulton, the 
Half Moon (Halve Maen) and 
the Clermont. The celebration 
began in New York City. The 
ships and parade floats on barges 
made their way up the Hudson 
River, stopping at villages and 
cities along the way, with floats 
disembarking at various towns 
along the river for parades. The 
main Nyack parade was slated 
for Wednesday, October 6, 1909. 
 By Monday night, there was 
already a buzz in town. Nearly every 
family had visitors staying with them 
as guests began to arrive by carriage 
and train. Businesses advertised 
Hudson-Fulton Celebration sales, 
the Methodist Church sponsored 
a jubilee with refreshments during 
1 Robert Juet, Juet’s Journal: 
the Voyage of the Half Moon from 4 
April to 7 November 1609 (Newark: 
New Jersey Historical Society, 1959), 
31. From this edition of Juet’s journal it 
seems that Hudson was in the Nyack 
area on September 14, 1609.

Nyack’s 1909 Hudson-Fulton Celebration
by Brian Clay Jennings, Local History Librarian, Nyack Library

Harrison & Dalley, Main Street in Nyack, bedecked 
for the Hudson-Fulton Celebration. Their Hudson-
Fulton Celebration Sale in the Nyack Evening Star 
stated: “Visitors to the Celebration Are Cordially 
Invited to Make This Store Headquarters.” 
Nyack Library, Local History Collection, no. 4830.
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south on Midland to Main Street, 
and east on Main to Broadway, where 
the procession finally ended. All told, 
it was a march of 3.8 miles. 

Much like today, local fire 
departments were among the greatest 
participants in the parade. The 
companies that participated back 
then included: Pearl River Fire Co., 
Spring Valley Hook and Ladder Co., 
Empire Hook and 
Ladder of Upper 
Nyack, Jackson 
Hose Co., Tappan 
Fire Dept., Mazeppa 
Fire Engine Co., 
Suffern Fire Dept., 
Columbian Engine 
Co. of Spring 
Valley, Rockland 
Hook and Ladder 
Co., Nanuet Engine 
Co., Highland Hose 
Co., and Chelsea 
Hook and Ladder 
Co. After the 
parade, the local fire 
companies hosted 
dinners for out-of-
town guests and parade participants.

The next day in Haverstraw there 
was another parade and celebration 
that brought the replicas of the Half 
Moon and Clermont, the ships of 
Hudson and Fulton, to the shores of 
Rockland County. The historic floats 
of the Hudson-Fulton Celebration 
were a personification of the history 
of New York State. The  souvenir 
program for the Hudson-Fulton 
Celebration stated that they “aimed 
not only to present a spectacle which 
will be memorable, but also to give 
an impetus to historical research 
and to present historic scenes so that 
they will impress themselves more 
clearly on the minds of the spectators 
than could be done by books and 

pictures.”2 
The Nyack Evening Star seemed 

to think that it worked, reporting 
that “the instructive nature of the 
parade was one of the chief features” 
and “the children seemed to be 
especially interested in these graphical 
illustrations of what their history 
lessons had told them about and 
parents had their hands full explaining 

things to them in the absence of their 
regular teachers.”3 While we celebrate 
this year, let us keep in mind the 
dedication and determination of the 
Nyack Hudson-Fulton Celebration 
committee of 1909.

2 Souvenir program and guide, 
Hudson-Fulton Celebration, Septem-
ber 25-October 9, 1909.

3 “Thousands of Visitors in 
Nyack to See the Big Parade,” Nyack 
Evening Journal, Oct. 7, 1909, 1.

Even the New York Times picked 
up on the story of the floats and the 
Nyack parade. In an article published 
the next day titled “Special to the New 
York Times” they ran the headline: 
“Nyack Committee, Determined Not 
to be Left Out, Hires Tug and Carries 
Off Floats.” Instead of over twenty 
floats, there were six historical floats 
in the Nyack parade that illustrated 
the history of New York: Old Fire 
Engine, The Fate of Henry Hudson, 
Clermont, The Colonial House, and 
two Indian floats: Season of Fruits 
and Season of Hunting. It was noted 
that there were 73 participants from 
Native American reservations in the 
state, and in Nyack a participant 
told a reporter for the Nyack Evening 
Journal that the Native American 
Indians received better treatment in 
Nyack than they had in most parade 
locations.

It was estimated that around 10,000 
people attended the festivities. The 
citizens lined a parade route that 
stretched across the villages of the 
Nyacks. Although the parade took 
place in Nyack, it was clearly a 
“Rockland County Day” and “every 
part of the county contributed its 
full share.” The town of Ramapo 
even declared a holiday as many of 
its citizens came to Nyack for the 
festivities. A photograph in the Pearl 
River Library collection shows the 
Dexter Folder Co. band before going 
to the parade in Nyack, so throughout 
Rockland County people made 
preparations to go both as participants 
and spectators for the big parade. The 
line of march started at the corner of 
Burd Street and Piermont Avenue. 
It proceeded south on Piermont to 
Cornelison Avenue in South Nyack, 
west on Cornelison to Broadway, 
north on Broadway to Castle Heights 
Avenue in Upper Nyack, west on 
Castle Heights to Midland Avenue, 

The Fate of Henry Hudson, Hudson-Fulton Celebration float 
in Nyack. Nyack Library, Local History Collection, no. 0910.

Visit our Web site:
www.nyackhistory.org
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Our early Dutch settlers brought 
with them the European culture 

of building houses with stone, never 
wood. Once here, the settlers passed 
over the plentiful trees and sought 
outcroppings of sandstone for their 
homes. Thus, quarrying of a modest 
sort was practiced for over a century.

In 1785, shortly after the close 
of the Revolutionary War, while 
Rockland was still part of Orange 
County, commercial sandstone 
quarrying began in the palisades 
along the Hudson River from Hook 

Mountain to Piermont. These steep, 
columnar, igneous formations yielded 
dock stone, later known as traprock. 
Beneath the traprock was found 
red sandstone, called quarry stone 
or freestone. The various grades of 
quarry stone determined their uses 
for walls of buildings, or for mantels, 
sills, cornices, and stoops. Unlike 
quarry stone, which was cut, traprock 
was broken and used to fill the cribs 
that supported the docks along 
Manhattan’s shoreline. Thus, the 
alternate term “dock stone.” When 

crushed, traprock was also used to 
make New York City streets, until it 
was discovered it would split under the 
pounding of horses’ hooves, leaving a 
rounded and slippery surface.               

An 1813 gazetteer remarked on 
“the wonderful sandstone quarried 
at Niak Hills,” which was entirely for 
building purposes. Nyack’s sandstone 
formed the back wall of Manhattan’s 
City Hall and the entire old Capitol 
building at Albany. It was also used in 
the construction of many other river 
cities.  

During the War of 1812, the federal 
government built forts around New 
York harbor using Nyack stone. 
Scandal ensued when the first of 
these forts didn’t survive the winter. 
Nyack’s quarrymen were found to 
have deliberately palmed off inferior 
stone on the government.

Some of the early quarry owners 
were Abraham Polhemus and Son at 
The Hook, Jacob Voorhis and Peter 
White, John L. and Aury Smith in 
Upper Nyack, and Garret Onderdonk 
in South Nyack, near the Bight. They 
were among the eight or nine land-
holding farmers living there at the 
time. At first, the quarry stone was 
used locally for structures like the 

Quarrying and Shipbuilding in the Nyacks
by Jean Pardo, Nyack Village Historian

Old Stone Church, Upper Nyack, built in 1813. Nyack Library, 
Local History Collection, no. 0005.

Main Street, John Green House, 1900. The 
oldest house in Nyack, built c. 1820. Nyack 
Library, Local History Collection, no. 0776.

Quarrying at Hook Mountain, c. 1909. Nyack Library, Local History Collection, 
no. 0014.
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Old Stone Church and John Green’s 
house at the bottom of Main Street.  
But with the arrival of shipbuilding 
in the Nyacks, the stone could be 
transported to far-away markets up 
and down the river.

Quarrying activity reached its 
height from 1820 through the 1830s. 
Money was plentiful and everyone 
became rich, including the outside 
laborers brought in to work the 
quarries. In 1838, a total of 31 quarries 
operated from Grand View to Upper 
Nyack. A common sight was 10 or 12 
vessels loaded with stone leaving the 
shore together, while as many more 
were quickly drawn to their places. 
The sudden acquisition of wealth led 
to pervasive drinking and gambling 
in the village. But by 1845, quarrying 
was drastically reduced, triggered by 
the discovery of better quality stone 
in Connecticut and New Jersey. 
New York City planners turned 
to them for stone to rebuild their 
forts, perhaps remembering Nyack’s 
chicanery in 1812. In addition, 
advancing technology produced a 
better replacement for dock-stone 
cribs. So with both types of Nyack 
stone no longer in demand, the trade 
reverted to more local commerce.

In 1898, residents of Upper Nyack 
were quoted as finding the noise of 
nearby rock crushing “a nuisance and 
a blow at the peace and quietness of 
their property.” Such protests against 
the blasting became ever stronger in 
the first two decades of the 1900s, 
even as the new Palisades Interstate 
Parkway Commission started buying 
up quarries in order to preserve 

the remaining palisades. When the 
Commission allowed a quarry to 
continue for a limited time, it was 
stipulated that “the present skyline 
must not in any way be destroyed.”

By 1920, the Commission was 
developing the beach and picnic area 
along the river under The Hook. 
Three years later, it acquired the entire 
mountain specifically to maintain 

Quarry, Hook Mountain. Manhattan Trap Rock Co., Courtesy Palisades Inter-
state Park Commission Archives

Upper Nyack Sandstone Beach Along the Hudson 
River, early 20th century. Nyack Library, Local History Col-
lection, no. 0003.

Hook Mountain Park on Hudson, 1921. Manhattan Trap Rock 
Company buildings in background. Nyack Library, Local History 
Collection, no. 1455.
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20th century, only Julius Petersen 
boatyard remained.

Writing in 1878, Frank B. Green, 
the local historian, tells us: “The 
Aurora was noted for its dullness 
under sail. Captain Meyer, who sailed 
it, was evidently a humorous man, 
for we learn among the anecdotes of 
olden times, that when he was hailed 
at night from passing vessels, ‘Hallo! 
What boat is that?’ he would always 
answer, ‘The Aurora, deceiver of 
many.’ As almost every vessel on the 
river could beat Meyer’s boat without 
trouble, a friend asked him once why 

its natural beauty by discontinuing 
all quarrying. Today, one can still 
see along the shoreline some of the 
sandstone strata remaining from the 
frantic business of quarrying.  

As noted above, the development of 
quarrying depended on a broadening 
market and improved transportation. 
Ships were needed, so local 
entrepreneurs created shipyards. In 
1798, John Van Houten established 
his in Upper Nyack. Another very 
early shipyard was owned by Abram 
and Harman Tallman, Peter De Pew, 
and Captain Meyer.  In 1804, their 
market sloop, Aurora, inaugurated 

a long and profitable tradition of 
shipbuilding along Nyack’s shore. 
Like other sloops of the time, Aurora 
had two side boards, a cumbersome 
method for managing a boat, but it 
was flat bottomed and could run in 
shallow water and pull closer to shore. 
Cargo was carried on deck. In 1813, 
Tunis and Peter Smith started their 
enduring shipbuilding business at the 
foot of Main Street, and Henry Gesner 
opened a yard at the foot of Clinton 
Avenue in South Nyack. From 1800 
to the 1850s, Nyack turned out far 
more Hudson River sloops than any 
other community on the river. By the 

Smith’s Shipyard, c. 1870 (the foot of Fourth Avenue in 
Nyack). Nyack Library, Local History Collection, no. 0219.

Smith’s Shipyard 1875. Nyack Library, Local History Collec-
tion, no. 1241.

Ayers Boatyard, c. 1900 (later Julius Petersen, Inc.). Nyack 
Library, Local History Collection, no. 1759.

Julius Petersen Inc., 1960. Nyack Library, Local History 
Collection, no. 1675

Continued on page 9  
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If you travel north on Broadway 
towards The Hook, you will pass 

a handsome limestone house with 
a wrought iron fence in front. The 
house was built by traprock magnate 
Wilson P. Foss.

Foss was born in Maine in 1856 
and was living in Haverstraw by 1881 
selling dynamite to the contractors 
who were building the West Shore 
Railroad. Foss and his brother George 
started to manufacture dynamite 
with nitroglycerin, an explosive that 
was free of smoke and dangerous 
fumes. Some years later, Foss sold the 
nitroglycerin factory to the Rapauno 
Chemical Company, which was a 
subsidiary of the Du Pont Company. 
In fact, in 1883, Foss was representing 
Du Pont in Mexico.

By 1887, Foss had built another 
dynamite factory at Snedeker's 
Landing in Haverstraw.  He also 
purchased a small stone quarry at 
Rockland Lake. For another ten 
years he continued to manufacture 
dynamite, but thereafter devoted 
himself to stone-crushing operations. 
Just four years before his death in 
1930, he either owned or was part 
owner of five quarries on the west 
shore of the Hudson River.

One of Foss’s quarrying companies 

was the Rockland Lake Trap Rock 
Company, which prospered from 
1902 to 1912.  The quarry was a huge 
mountain of solid traprock within 
boundaries that extended about a 
mile west of the Village of Rockland 
Lake and for nearly two miles south 
toward Upper Nyack. Traprock was 
used in the construction of roads and 
Rockland Lake traprock acquired an 
enviable reputation due to its extreme 
toughness and hardness.  In 1912, the 
New York Trap Rock Company took 
over the Rockland Lake Trap Rock 
Company and also the Clinton Point 
Stone Company property, which was 
located at Hook Mountain. In 1917, 
after many years of litigation, the 
Palisades Park Commission finally 
succeeded in having the face of the 
quarry from the river’s edge to the top 
of The Hook condemned for park 
purposes. The Commission paid Foss 
$2,400,000, the most it had ever paid 
for a quarry.

Throughout the years of the 
quarrying of the palisades, the 
dynamite blasts could be felt up 
and down and on both sides of 
the Hudson. The New York Times 
reported on December 3, 1891, that a 
“terrific dynamite explosion occurred 
. . . at the Clinton Dynamite Works of 
Haverstraw. Throughout Haverstraw, 
Congers City, Nyack, Rockland Lake, 
and other places within 12 miles, 
windows were broken and people 
startled.” Foss was manager of the 
Haverstraw company at that time.

By 1908, he was associated with the 
Manhattan Trap Rock Company in 
Upper Nyack. Carol Brotherhood, 
current Village Clerk of Upper Nyack, 
found a letter in village files from the 
Board of Trustees to the Manhattan 
Trap Rock Company, dated March 
25, 1908, stating: “Complaints having 
been made to the Board of Trustees of 
the Village of Upper Nyack because 

of an explosion that recently took 
place at your quarry in this village. I 
am directed by said board to request 
of you a statement of the cause of 
such explosion and of the amount 
of explosives that are stored by your 
company on your said property and 
what precautions are taken by your 
company to safeguard such explosives. 
The next meeting of the Board will 
be held on April 9th and your reply 
before that date is requested.”

On the personal side, it was said 
that Foss could read a story and 
repeat it “almost” verbatim. He loved 
the theater and might have been an 
actor “if dynamite had not gotten in 
the way.” He was a fine athlete and 
the American Billiards Champion 
from 1901 to 1904. He was mayor of 
Haverstraw from1896 to 1903.  After 
moving to Nyack in 1908, he served 
on the Board of Directors and was vice 
president of the Rockland County 
Trust Company, was a supporter of 
Nyack Hospital, and member of the 
Elks Lodge.  

Foss purchased the large waterfront 
property in Upper Nyack that 
extended 400 feet along the Hudson 
River, west across Broadway and 
Midland Avenue, up to Route 9W. 
He lived in a wood-frame house 
for several years until the current 
limestone house, now known as River 
House, was built in 1911.

Wilson P. Foss died at his New 
York City residence (155 East 72nd 
Street) in September 1930. His 
funeral took place at his Upper Nyack 
residence. During the funeral services 
the quarries operated by his New 
York Trap Rock Company suspended 
operations. He is buried at Mount 
Repose Cemetery in Haverstraw. The 
Foss mausoleum is located next to the 
mausoleum of Jacob E. Conklin, a 
quarrying partner and confidant.

Wilson P. Foss (1856-1930)
by Gini Stolldorf

Painting from Southeastern N. Y., A 
History of the Counties of Rockland 
etc., Lewis Historical Publishing, N. Y.
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What started out as the Rockland 
Foundation Players over 60 

years ago has evolved into the present 
Elmwood Playhouse (officially, the 
Elmwood Community Theater). 
In the 1940s, there were numerous 
theater groups in the area with such 
names as the Curtain Callers, Camp 
Shanks Players, and the Nyack Players. 
By 1947, members of these groups 
started meeting at the Rockland 
Foundation, which was located at 
150 North Broadway.

The Rockland Foundation Players 
performed in such places as Liberty 
Street School, Shanks Community 
Center, and other locations in the 
area where plays could be staged.  
In September 1948, the name was 
changed to the Rockland Community 
Theater and a constitution was written 
and adopted.  During the next ten 
years, the group produced dozens of 
plays including The Skin of our Teeth, 
Arsenic and Old Lace, and A Streetcar 

Named Desire. It was the first non-
professional group in the United 
States to present Arthur Miller’s The 
Crucible.

The year 1958 was a banner year 
for the group. They purchased a 
permanent home and renamed 
themselves the Elmwood Community 
Players. The first production in their 
new home was Bus Stop. The building, 
their present and only home, was St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church on Park Street 
in Nyack, which was originally built 
in 1897 for the German Lutheran 
Mission. (Two of the builders were 
Matthew and Cornelius De Baun, 
members of Jackson Fire Company 
No. 5.)

Elmwood continued to expand 
physically. Long-time member Mike 
Gnazzo notes that the “back-stage 
area” was formerly the home of a beer 
distributor, Vasiliow. The workshop 
area was once a horse stable and later, 
an auto repair shop, and upstairs, a 
warehouse for Brown’s Furniture, 
located on Main Street.

An important aspect of Elmwood 
Community Players’ official name 
has always been associated with the 
sharing of its extensive collection of 
sets, costumes, props, etc. to schools 
and other local production companies 
in the community.

Elmwood’s mission is to provide 
“residents of Rockland County and 
neighboring areas with exceptional 
theater at affordable prices while 
offering members of our community 
a venue for artistic expression and 
refinement of their creative skills.” 
One of the many examples of this 
was their production in 1999 of the 
musical Tim, an original play written 
by Orangetown’s own Neil Berg 
(along with Nick Meglan)!

Another long-time member, 
current president, and director 
of many plays, Stella Blasenheim, 
stresses the diversity and inclusion 
of the subject matter of plays chosen 
to be performed at Elmwood. She 
cites Ragtime (historical), Our Town 
(relationships), Raisin the in the Sun 
(ethnicity), Take Me Out (gender) 
and in this current season, Othello 
(classical).

The idea of community will be 

demonstrated again this June when 
Elmwood teams with Riverspace 
Arts to present High Tor, written by 
playwright Maxwell Anderson (d. 
1959). Anderson, who lived on South 
Mountain Road in New City, was 
concerned over the quarrying of High 
Tor Mountain and destruction of the 
landscape. The original production 
of his play in 1937 is credited with 
saving the mountain from excavation. 
The history of Elmwood is long and 
its mantra of “For the love of it” rings 
strong! (See “Fish & Ships” by Win 
Perry in this issue for information on 
the Historical Society of the Nyacks’ 
exhibit of photographs titled The 
Hudson River in the History of the 
Nyacks showing the quarrying of the 
palisades.)

Theatres in Nyack - Third Article  in a Series
Elmwood Playhouse: A Community Theater

by Gini Stolldorf

May 15 -June 6
www.elmwoodplayhouse.com

Celebrating 62 SEASONS of 

LIVE THEATRE
in Nyack!
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of the Nyacks (Today)
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Get the satisfaction of 

supporting local history
Receive our newsletter
Enjoy discounts on our 

publications and special events
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$1 per month for individuals,
$2 per month for families,

prorated monthly
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In the News
The Nyack Library Book End

by James Mahoney, Director, The 
Nyack Library

You have probably seen in  the 
general press the news about our 
receiving a $25,000 donation 
from the Historical Society of the 
Nyacks and the embarking on our 
joint collaborative effort towards 
the preservation and presentation 
of Local History in the Nyacks.

In our new Local History rooms 
the Library and the Historical 
Society will be working arm in arm 
in a great partnership of resources 
and talent.

Florence Katzenstein, 
Society founder

Recipient of the Women of 
Leadership and Vision  Award 
presented by Nyack Center during 
Women’s History Month. Florence, 
thank you for founding  the 
Historical Society of the Nyacks.

Winston C. Perry, Jr., 
Society president

Recipient of  the Lifetime Service 
Award presented by the Historical 
Society of Rockland County. 
Congratulations Win, and thank 
you for your tireless contributions to 
local history.

Congratulations to two of our trustees

boat building, the Revolutionary War, 
steamboats serving Nyack, riverfront 
characters, fish and fishing, water 
quality, art, recreation, and the Tappan 
Zee Bridge.

Besides the exhibit there will be 
many other activities this summer 
related to the Hudson River, some 
that we cosponsor and some by other 
organizations. Look for walking tours, 
lecture and slide programs, Native 
American appearances, visiting ships, 
Art Walk, theater, movies, concerts, and 
Nyack’s own Amazing Grace Circus!  
Nyack will be a summer festival! 

And don’t miss the county’s exhibit, 
The Tappan Zee Bridge:  Transforming 
Rockland County, opening May 24 at the 
Historical Society of Rockland County, 
20 Zukor Road, New City.

Fish & Ships, from page 1 

he called it the ‘deceiver of many.’  ‘Because,’ answered the captain, having first expectorated something less than a pint of 
tobacco juice over the taffrail—for he was an ardent believer in mate chewit—‘when I say that, other captains think I can 
easily out sail them, and therein they deceive themselves.’  The Aurora finally sank off the Hook Mountain.”

Quarrying, Shipbuilding, from page 6
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Medical supply wagon on Broadway, circa 1890

Nyack, Broadway looking south, circa 1895
Photos courtesy of Lewis F. Stockmeyer Collection, all rights reserved



Spring 2009, Historical Society of the Nyacks, P.O. Box 850, Nyack, NY 10960, www.nyackhistory.org  -11-

Historical Society 
of the Nyacks

A not for profit organization
www.nyackhistory.org

P. O. Box 850, Nyack, NY 10960
E-mail: questions@nyackhistory.org

Join us in preserving the rich 
history of the Nyacks 

Members receive our mailings and 
enjoy discounts on our publications 
and special events. Memberships will 
be prorated for a May 31 expiration. 
r  Renewal  r New r Gift member-
ship r $24 for family/joint  r  $12 for 
individual  r  $50 for business/pro-
fessional r $___ corporate gift  r 

$___ donation   r Sustaining ($50) r 

Enduring ($100) r President’s Club 
($500) r Fellow ($1,000) r Senior 
Fellow ($2,500) r $_____ donation   
r $_____ corporate gift
r I am interested in mentioning the 

Society in my will.
If your company has a matching gift 
program, please include  forms.

Order Society Publications*
r Award winning Nyack in Black 

& White, Race Relations Over 
Three Centuries  for $20.28 (Price 
$16.00, tax $1.28, s&h $3.00)

r The Nyacks for $24.59 (Price 
$19.99, tax $1.60, s&h $3.00)

r Nyack in the 20th Century: a Cen-
tennial Journal for $32.70 (Price 
$27.50, tax $2.20, s&h $3.00) 

r $68.57 for all three books (Price 
$63.49, tax $5.08, s&h waived)

Members, apply 10% discount to 
price, then add appropriate tax and 
s&h. For more information on our 
books, visit www.nyackhistory.org
*Also available at The Nyack Library, 

discounts by mail only
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Spanish-American War Veterans parade, South Broadway, 1899

Surrey, circa 1895

Photos courtesy of Lewis F. Stockmeyer Collection, all rights reserved

Want the latest Historical Society news right away?
There is a lot going on, and we want you to be part of it.

Join the Historical Society of the Nyacks.
Sign up for our electronic mailing list at www.nyackhistory.org.
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Surrey, Broadway, circa 1895
Courtesy of Lewis F. Stockmeyer Collection, all rights reserved

Time to 
renew?

This could be your 
last newsletter. 

Check your 
mailing label.


