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His tor ica l  Soc ie ty  
o f  the  Nyacks

Fish nets, pieces of boats, ferry 
timetables, sailing trophies, 

boat building tools, oyster shells, 
prints, photographs….  2009 will 
be the 400th anniversary of  Henry 
Hudson’s visit to Lenapehoking, and 
the Historical Society of the Nyacks 
is searching for stuff, stories, sturgeon 
spines, stereopticon slides, etc., to be 
part of a major exhibit celebrating our 
community’s intimate relationship 
with the River named for the intrepid 
explorer.  

So please search your attics and 
lend us things that will help us tell the 
story.  And if you have always wanted 
to be a history researcher, writer, 
display designer or general deckhand, 
give us a call or an e-mail and we’ll put 
you to work on preparations for the 
exhibit.

Our exhibit, planned to run from 
mid-June to mid-September, will be 
a centerpiece among special activities 
planned by most of the art and cultural 
organizations of the Nyacks during 
the festival year.  The Friends of the 
Nyacks have been coordinating the 
efforts of  such diverse groups as the 
Historical Society, Hopper House, 
Amazing Grace Circus, Riverspace, 
Elmwood Playhouse, Art Walk, Nyack 
Boat Club, Nyack Public Schools and 
Nyack College, in an effort to bring 
people to the waterfront to enjoy 
our rich heritage connected with the 
Hudson River.

The Nyack events will be paralleled 

by activities throughout Rockland 
County that are being spearheaded 
by the Historical Society of Rockland 
County and promoted by Rockland 
County Tourism.  In fact, our exhibit 
and those in other communities will 
be considered satellites of HSRC’s 
exhibit on the Tappan Zee Bridge and 
how it has changed life in Rockland.  
We will receive professional advice, 
promotional support, and access to 
materials and supplies purchased 
through a Preserve America Grant 
that has been awarded to the County.

Statewide, the Explore New York 
400:  Hudson-Fulton-Champlain 
Quadricentennial Celebration will 
feature signature events in New York 
City and Albany, among others. 

The official kickoff event for all 
of New York State will be an ice 
festival at our own Rockland Lake on 
January 25, featuring ice sculpture, 
hot air balloons, exhibits about 
the ice industry and, if the weather 
cooperates, giant artwork on the 
frozen lake surface.  

State sponsored events that may 
visit Nyack include a parade of 

ships and boats on June 6, and an 
enhanced Ferry-Go-Round that will 
take people back and forth among 
nearby riverfront towns.  The replica 
of Hudson’s Half Moon will probably 
visit the Piermont Pier.  (The water 
is not deep enough at Nyack, but we 
will see it sail by out in the channel.)  
Efforts are underway to bring the 
Clearwater and the Klang II to Nyack 
for viewing and public sails.

So prepare for some fun next year, 
actually just a few months away, and 
do look for things related to our 
river history that you could lend to 
help enliven our exhibit.  Contact 
our exhibit chair, Leontine Temsky 
at leontinetemsky@nyackhistory.org 
or 358-4234, or our curator, Win 
Perry at winperry@nyackhistory.org 
or 358-0552.  Tell us what you can 
lend or what aspect of the exhibit you 
would like to work on.

Hudson-Fulton-Champlain	Quadricentennial	Approaches
A	Call	for	Exhibits	and	Help

by Win Perry
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He played football (All-County 
fullback), varsity baseball (captain), 
varsity basketball (captain), and won 
the Prize for Best All-Round Athlete. 

When he played, 
he drew enormous 
crowds and was an 
inspiration to the 
young people 
in the Nyack 
communities. 
A c c o r d i n g 

to his friends, he was just “a lot of 
fun” to be around. Faith Blount, a 
niece of “Peck” Artopee, remembers 
her uncle as a “surrogate father” and 
recalls his “great sense of humor.”  She 
remembers “the many times she and 
friends would pile into his pick-up 
truck and go to McDermott’s for ice 
cream.” 

After high school and service in 
World War II, Peck returned to Nyack 
and married Dorothy Blount. He 
worked locally as Nyack’s tax assessor, 
was a special officer of the Nyack 
Police department, served on the 
board of Nyack’s water commission, 
and volunteered as a counselor for 
troubled youth in Rockland County. 
He was also a shop steward, a member 
of the Laborer’s International Union 

of North America, and worked on 
the construction of the Tappan Zee 
Bridge.

Peck continued to participate in 
local sports. He played baseball for 
“Dr.” Pierre Barnard’s semipro teams 
at the stadium in Central Nyack and 
for the Conger’s Liberty Athletic 

Club. In the 1930s, he played on the 
amateur basketball team of St. Philip’s 
AME Zion Church, where he was a 
member.

In 1965, Artopee proposed 
Hezekiah Easter’s name as a candidate 
for Nyack’s Board of Trustees.  Easter 
went on to win the election and 
became the first African-American 
to win a public office in Rockland 
County. 

When Artopee died in July 1979, 
the Nyack Village Board, at its next 
meeting, “adjourned in respect of and 
in memory of one of Nyack’s most 
highly respected and well-known 
citizens.” In the resolution it was 
noted, “Henry Artopee was ever ready 
and willing to promote any cause for 
the good of the community and ever 
willing to lend a helping hand to those 
who were in need.” Three years later in 
1982, the village paid tribute again to 
Henry “Peck” Artopee by naming the 
street connecting Cedar and Franklin 
Streets Artopee Way.

In the late 1890s 
and continuing 

into the next 
century, George 
W. Peck, the 
American writer 
and contemporary 
of Mark Twain, 
created newspaper 
stories and subsequently a series 
of books (Peck’s Bad Boy) about a 
mischievous boy, Henry Peck, who 
loved to play pranks on others for the 
sheer pleasure of creating mischief.

These stories were fictional, but 
Nyack had its very own “Peck’s bad 
boy” in the person of Henry “Peck” 
Artopee, a man remembered by many 
as one who liked to play innocent 
jokes on his friends.

Artopee was born in 1910. After 
both his parents died, he was cared 
for by family friends. While at Nyack 
High School (Class of 1930) he 
excelled in athletics and in time, due 
to his athletic prowess, would become 
one of the first athletes inducted into 
the Rockland Sports Hall of Fame in 
1974.

Henry	J.	Artopee	(191O-1979)
by Gini Stolldorf
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This year’s third and final program 
of  The John Scott Armchair 

Walking Tours will be presented on 
November 19 and 20 by Alice Gerard, 
noted author and historian. Alice, 
who grew up in Snedens Landing, 
tells stories about the personalities, 

the places, and the parties that 
characterized the riverside area of 
Palisades, N.Y. when Mary Lawrence 
Tonetti hosted a star-studded 
assemblage of writers, actors, artists, 
dancers and musicians including 
Lawrence Olivier, Katherine Cornell 
and Betty Friedan. The tour includes 
visits to the Ding Dong House, the 
beautiful pergola at the Waterfall 
and the old Snedens Landing ferry 
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Storied	Snedens	Landing:	
How	it	came	to	be	and	what	it	was	like	in	its	Heyday	

that took tenants across the 
Hudson to the Dobbs Ferry railroad 
station.

The program will be presented first 
at the Nyack Center on Wednesday 
evening, November 19 at 7:30 
PM and will be repeated the next 
afternoon, Thursday, November 20 at 
2 PM, in the Valley Cottage Library. 
Seating is open at the Nyack Center 
but is limited at the Valley Cottage 
Library. Please call the Valley Cottage 
Library (845-268-7700) ten days 
prior to the program for free seating 
reservations.

All programs are free and open 
to the public, but contributions are 
encouraged to defray the costs of 
production. Please note the parking is 
limited at the Valley Cottage Library 
and car pooling is encouraged.

For more information, call Bob 
Goldberg at 268-3838.

Photo from “Palisades and Snedens 
Landing: The Twentieth Century” by 
Alice Gerard

John	Scott	Armchair	Walking	Tours

Want	the	latest	Historical	Society	news	right	away?
Join our electronic mailing list at www.nyackhistory.org.

Really?
You’re not a member?

Don’t admit it.  Just fix it!

November 1 - May 
31 (7 months)

Singles $7,  Families $14

Historical Society of the Nyacks
PO Box 850

Nyack, NY 10960
 

More details on page 7.

  This program will also be presented 
in January at the Palisades Free 
Library, (845) 359-0136
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by Jean Pardo
Nyack Village Historian

The property between South 
Broadway and Liberty Street, 

running along Church Street, has 
been in active use since at least 
1835 when Aaron L. Christie began 
manufacturing carriages and sleighs at 
the west end, and later, Dede Albright 
operated a blacksmith shop there.

By 1868, the “Wigwam” on South 
Broadway served variously as Doersch 
Brothers Grocery and as a meeting 
house. By around 1900, James Kilby’s 

real estate office was located on 
this site. Kilby subsequently razed 
the building, leaving a rather large 
hole in the ground. His plan was 
to build a theater, but it took so 
long to complete the project that 
townspeople started referring to it as 

“Kilby’s  Folly” or Kilby’s Hole.”  

Finally, in 1911, in partnership 
with Judge Arthur S. Tompkins, 
construction of the Broadway Theatre 
was completed. From 1911 to 1931, 
the theater featured “photoplays” 
(moving pictures) and vaudeville acts, 
both of which were accompanied by a 
full orchestra.

The Broadway Theatre thrived until 
1928, when a new movie theater, 

the Rockland, was built on North 
Broadway. By 1931, the Broadway 
Theatre had closed and was to remain 
dark until 1958, when it was revived 
as the Tappan Zee Playhouse for 
summer stock.  After a fire in 1976, 
the Playhouse was forced to close.

 In 1979, the Tappan Zee Playhouse 
Preservation Association, a not-
for-profit organization, bought the 
building to “see that the theater was 
kept in good shape and used for the 
arts.” In time, and with the support of 
Helen Hayes, the theater was renamed 
the Helen Hayes Theatre.

For 16 years the group raised money 
and spent it, but the building declined 

steadily into a derelict state. In 
1995, the Association abandoned 
it, deciding that their mission was 
not historic preservation, but to 
ensure the presence of “live theater” 
in Nyack. They then purchased 
the movie theater (Cinema East) 
on Main Street and renamed it the 
Helen Hayes Performing Arts Center. 
Unquestionably, Nyack residents felt 
a sense of betrayal at the desertion 
of the historic building on South 
Broadway, which finally was razed 
except for three walls.

 In the late 1990s, the Village of 
Nyack purchased the shell from the 
Association and eventually sold it to a 
developer who agreed to the Village’s 
requirements. The new structure was 
to house a farmer’s market on the street 
level and apartments for volunteer fire 
personnel on the upper two stories.  
Today, the handsome brick building 
nears completion, retaining some 
of the unique details of the original 
theater.

Meanwhile, the lease on the 
relocated Helen Hayes Performing 
Arts Center had expired.  In 2006, 
the Friends of the Nyacks came to the 
rescue and purchased the building 
with the backing of an anonymous 
donor. Renamed Riverspace, the new 

arts center’s 
management has attracted many 
enthusiastic, hard-working volunteers 
to help produce well-received programs 
in the performing arts, education, as 
well as film presented by Rivertown 
Films.  The development of Riverspace 
continues to this day with plans for 
expanding programs of interest to the 
Nyack community.

From	Broadway	Theatre	to	Tappan	Zee	Playhouse,	

GEORGE	GOEBEL

MIKE	KELLIN

THE	ODD	COUPLE
CAROL	CHANNING

IN

THE	MILLIONAIRES
RODGERS	AND	

HAMMERSTEIN’S
SOUTH	PACIFIC

Visit:	www.riverspace.org

The Wigwam

Broadway Theatre
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Beyond	the	Broadway	Theatre
By Gini Stolldorf

With Nyack’s close proximity to Times Square, it is no wonder that for more than 
a century the village has been alive with theater! 

Before 1900, there was the Opera House located on South Franklin Street, which 
featured musical and dramatic productions.  The Lyceum Theatre on the north side of 
Main Street just west of Franklin Street was a place for live productions as well as silent 
movies until it closed in the early 1920s. The Broadway Theatre was built in 1911 (see 
Jean Pardo’s article on this theater and its development).

In 1928, the Rockland Theatre was built at First Avenue and North Broadway for 
the “new” motion picture era.  It was equipped with a Wurlitzer organ and Western 
Electric sound system.  At the time, the Rockland was the largest theater in the county 
and could seat over 1,000 people.  The first movie shown was The High School Musical, 
a silent film accompanied by the organ. The evening began with the playing of the Stars 
and Stripes Forever. The first talking picture presented was The Lights of New York.

Elmwood Playhouse was founded in 1947. At its inception, the members were 
known as the Rockland Players, which was an outgrowth of an organization called 
the Rockland Foundation for the Arts.  In 1958, Elmwood acquired St. Paul’s German 

Evangelical Church at Park and New Streets.  Then in 1976, due to its tremendous success, it expanded into the Brown & 
Sons Warehouse next door. The 2008-2009 season marks Elmwood’s 61st anniversary.  (An expanded article on Elmwood 
Playhouse will appear in our next newsletter.)

In 1972, a new theater appeared when Nyack Cinema opened on Main Street as part of Nyack Plaza. Though it suffered 
a jaded history and closed two years later, it reopened in 1976 as Cinema East.  The movie, Rocky Horror Picture Show, 
became a staple and drew patrons from a large geographic area. Nyack resident, David Schloss, was (and still is) a devoted 
fan of Rocky Horror. He recalls that during his Nyack High School years “the subject of this movie was so open that it 
allowed kids from the various high school cliques to experience it together without the normal awkwardness found in 
high school.” Riverspace recently revived the showing of Rocky Horror, which once again holds audiences captivated.  

The	Tappan	Zee	Playhouse,	then	and	now

Thandie Newton, actor 
in “Beloved” and the film’s 
director, Nyack’s Jonathan 
Demme, based on a novel by 
Toni Morrison of Grand View

	to	Helen	Hayes	Theatre	to	Riverspace	
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Hay wagon, circa 1895

Ice cutting on the Hudson, circa 1900
Photos courtesy of Lewis F. Stockmeyer Collection, all rights reserved
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Historical	Society	
of	the	Nyacks

A not for profit organization
www.nyackhistory.org

P. O. Box 850, Nyack, NY 10960
E-mail: questions@nyackhistory.org

Join	us	in	preserving	the	rich	
history	of	the	Nyacks 

Members receive our mailings and 
enjoy discounts on our publications 
and special events. Memberships will 
be prorated for a May 31 expiration. 
r  Renewal  r New r Gift member-
ship r $24 for family/joint  r  $12 for 
individual  r  $50 for business/pro-
fessional r $___ corporate gift  r 

$___ donation   r Sustaining ($50) r 

Enduring ($100) r President’s Club 
($500) r Fellow ($1,000) r Senior 
Fellow ($2,500) r $_____ donation   
r $_____ corporate gift
r I am interested in mentioning the 

Society in my will.
If your company has a matching gift 
program, please include  forms.

Order	Society	Publications*
r Award winning Nyack in Black 

& White, Race Relations Over 
Three Centuries  for $20.28 (Price 
$16.00, tax $1.28, s&h $3.00)

r The Nyacks for $24.59 (Price 
$19.99, tax $1.60, s&h $3.00)

r Nyack in the 20th Century: a Cen-
tennial Journal for $32.70 (Price 
$27.50, tax $2.20, s&h $3.00) 

r $68.57 for all three books (Price 
$63.49, tax $5.08, s&h waived)

Members, apply 10% discount to 
price, then add appropriate tax and 
s&h. For more information on our 
books, visit www.nyackhistory.org
*Also available at The Nyack Library, 

discounts by mail only
Officers and Committee Chairs

President: Win Perry • Secretary: 
Myra Starr • Treasurer: Tom Hackett 
• Corresponding	 Secretary: Rose-
mary McPhillips • Collections: Evelyn 
Fitzgerald • Events/Fund-raising: 
Florence Katzenstein • Fund-raising/
Grants/Volunteers: Linda Greene 
• Exhibitions: Pat Condello, Karen 
Kennell • Finance: Tom Hackett • 
Headquarters and Museum: John 
Elliot •Historian: Ruth Fee • Historical	
Markers:	 Leontine Temsky • Mem-
bership:	 Judy Martin• New	 Media: 
Jim Hershberger • Newsletter: Gini 
Stolldorf • Oral	Histories: Jean Pardo 
• Programs/Publications: Bob Gold-
berg • Publicity: Stephanie Taylor 
•	 Quad400: Leontine Temsky • 
Upper Nyack Cemetery: Florence 
Katzenstein • Yard	 Sale:	 Win Perry

Kids playing in the water next to Nyack Pier, circa 1900

Man and horse drawn wagon, circa 1895

Photos courtesy of Lewis F. Stockmeyer Collection, all rights reserved

Volunteers	Sought
Interested in volunteering? Contact Linda Greene and tell her what you 

are interested in. Linda can be reached at (845) 353-2854, and lindagreen@
nyackhistory.org .



Historical Society of the Nyacks
www.nyackhistory.org
P. O. Box 850
Nyack, NY 10960

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit #6006
Monsey, NY

10952

Coming	Up	Nov.	19,	20:	  
Storied Snedens Landing: How it came to be 
and what it was like in its Heyday 

Nyack Main Street and Franklin, circa 1895
Courtesy of Lewis F. Stockmeyer Collection, all rights reserved
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