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This exhibit is a follow-up to the 
hugely popular Historical Society 
display earlier this year. 

The November exhibit will show 
more houses, businesses, and roads 
in South Nyack that were destroyed 
or moved to a new location when 
the Tappan Zee Bridge was built in 
1952-1955.

Did you know that Route 9W was 
formerly located down where the 
Thruway is now? The building of the 
bridge forced 9W up the moun-
tain near the cloverleaf we drive 
today. 

Did you know that the South 
Nyack Village Hall was the last 
building on South Broadway saved 
as the bridge gouged out the land 
and residences behind it?  

Did you know that Eddie Nolan’s 
expansive restaurant, famous for its 
food and good times throughout 

the tri-state region, was completely 
demolished? 

Or, that the Bell Chapel and 
Tower were bulldozed, but fortu-
nately the beloved chimes were 
rescued and installed in Nyack’s 
Grace Church? 

Come see pictures of the cata-
clysm that befell the quiet residen-
tial neighborhoods and village 
shops of downtown South Nyack.  

Before you go to Thruway Au-
thority open houses and informa-
tion meetings, stop by The Nyack 
Library in November to see more of 
what happened when the bridge 
was built and the impact the up-
coming bridge construction could 
have on our neighborhoods.

How	safe	is	your	house?	–	Part	2
The	effects	of	the	Tappan	Zee	Bridge	on	our	communities
November	display	at	The	Nyack	Library

The	Column	Rule
Tappan Zee visionary needed

  by Arthur H. Gunther

Hands  Across  the  Hudson was 
the 8-column banner headline 

splashed in bold and heavy type on 
the cover of a special section put out 
in December 1955 by The Journal-
News in Nyack, N.Y., until then a ferry 
stop across the Hudson River from 
Tarrytown. The metaphorical hands 
were the steel pieces of the Tappan 
Zee Bridge, connecting the people 
of Rockland and Westchester coun-
ties. Or so the vision went.

The reality, almost 52 years later, 
has sadly, dangerously and costly 
lacked such Robert Moses-style 
grandiose, great-scheme planning, 
instead focusing on one need and 
that only: a “cash register” for the 
new Thruway in New York State from 
Yonkers to Buffalo.

The road would end up being 
named for Gov. Thomas E. Dewey, 
a promoter of the Empire State’s 
own Autobahn, and the bridge for 
Malcolm Wilson, one of so many 
successive governors who would 
fail to forge a fully planned vision for 
the Thruway and the areas it travels 

Join	our	bus	trip	to	
FDR’s	Hyde	Park

Page	2

Photo by Fred Burrell, from Gems on the 
Hudson, The Grand Views by  Terry Tal-
ley, www.gemsonthehudson.com

Continued on page 10

Photo by Dr. John Rooney, courtesy of The Nyack Library’s local history room. This house, 
directly in the path of the to-be-built Thruway, was destroyed. If you know who lived 
there, please call curator Pat Condello (358-6285) or curator Karen Kennell (358-5382).
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Houses	of	Worship	in	the	Nyacks	-	Fourth	article	in	an	ongoing	series
Jewish Congregations and Synagogues
  by Jean Pardo

The earliest Jewish families, those 
of merchants Moses Oppenheim 

and Abraham Meyer Brown, settled 
in Nyack around 1850. By 1870 the 
Jewish Society of Nyack was or-
ganized, initially with 20 members. 
For 12 years services were held in 
Mr. Brown’s tailor shop on Main St. 
west of Franklin – with no heat or 
electricity. Birth and death records 
were hand-printed in Hebrew, 
English and German.

In 1882 the group rented a hall 
on Piermont Ave. Members now in-
cluded the Neisner, DeJong, Brown, 
Baer and Senegaglia families. The 
latter family was descended from 
Spanish Jews expelled from Spain 
in 1492 by Isabel and Ferdinand. 
When the family found refuge in a 
small Italian town, they changed 
their name to that of the village. 
Isadore Senegaglia was a doctor 
and a ship’s captain while most of 
the other men were merchants.

In 1891 they incorporated as 
Congregation of Nyack, B’nai 
Israel, but were generally called 
Congregation Sons of Israel. Servic-
es were held in members’ homes in 
winter because there was no heat 
in commercial spaces. Weekend 
rabbis were all they could afford. 
The goal had always been to raise 
enough money for their own syna-
gogue.  Guided by Joseph Gold-
stein, they were able to purchase 
property in 1920 at the corner 
of South Broadway and Hudson 
Avenue. Temple Israel was com-
pleted in 1926. Cemetery ground 
in Blauvelt was bought in 1936 
and called Temple Israel Memorial 
Park.

After World War II a serious split 
between Reform and Conserva-
tive factions split the community.

The first rabbi in 1924 defined their 
form of Judaism thus: “The Temple 
Israel is to avoid Orthodox Judaism 

just as it would Reform Judaism. Our 
faith is that of Traditional Judaism.” 

An uneasy truce held until 1964 
when the congregation, recog-
nizing the need for more space, 
bought the former Lott mansion 
and carriage house at 300 North 
Broadway. 

The final break up of the members 
was over the determination of the 
Conservative faction to demolish 
the mansion and, to a lesser extent, 
over accepting the demand of the 
rabbi that his contract be renewed 
a year early.  

As a result both factions built their 
own synagogues. Temple Beth 
Torah, the Reform group, is at 330 
N. Highland Ave. and has thrived, 
with a new addition in 1981 and 
new sanctuary in 1999. Their sister 
congregation has survived many 
years of hard times, with their future 
now assured. The emotional fall-out 
of the split is felt to this day.

Visit	to	Hyde	Park	Set	for	Sunday,	November	11	-	Space	is	limited

The Historical Society of the Nyacks will conduct a bus trip to the recently expanded Hyde Park National 
Historical Site, the home of Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt.
The guided tour will include a film and time in the Visitor Center, the Presidential Library and Museum, 

“Springwood” the main house, “Val-Kill” Eleanor’s private cottage, and the Rose Garden grave site of Franklin, 
Eleanor, and their Scottie dog “Fala”. Optionally available are the historic Beatrix Farrand gardens.

“All that is within me cries out to go back to my home on the Hudson River” This quote captures Franklin’s 
connection to Springwood, the estate that he loved and the place he considered home. Eleanor once 
described Val-Kill and its pastoral surroundings as the place “I used to find myself and grow”. World leaders 
visited her at Val-Kill after the death of the President as she continued her work on humanitarian goals.

Participants should bring their own bagged lunch and will leave at 9 a.m. from the Nyack High School parking 
lot and return between 4:30 and 5 p.m. Light refreshments will be served on the trip back to Rockland. 

For more information, visit www.nyackhistory.org or contact Linda Greene, 353-2854, lindagreene@
nyackhistory.org

Hyde	Park	Visit	-	Please	Reserve	Your	Tickets	Now		–	Bus	Capacity	is	Limited
	Send your check to the address below

Name

Address

City,	State	Zip

Telephone E-mail

Tickets	Purchased	by	November	7

  Members ___ Tickets at $50 each $______

  Non-Members ___ Tickets at $55 each $______

After	November	7	for	all ___ Tickets at $60 each $______

Total	Enclosed $______
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ed a most unexpected asset; the 
massive timbers and basic struc-
ture, which had become seasoned 
over many its years, were actually 
stronger in 1980, than when the 
building was first constructed.

Renovating Simpson Hall made 
sense along several lines. It reduced 
project costs, since the basic struc-
ture was already in place.  The 
stately Victorian building would 
provide a visual and architectural 

asset to the campus.  
And the renovated 
building would al-
leviate the shortage 
of residence and 
classroom space by 
providing housing 
for 170 students and 
classroom space.

When the pro-
posed project was 
presented to the 
college’s alumni 
and friends, college 
officials described 
the response as 
“gratifying”.  The 
many contributions 
that were received 
by the college were 

given by alumni, young 
and old, from around 

the world.  As a result, Simpson 
Hall was rebuilt on its original stone 
foundation, retaining its striking Vic-
torian design, with a re-dedication 
service held on Friday, October 15, 
1982.

This year marks the 25th anni-
versary of the completion of the 
Simpson Hall renovation project.  
Now in the 125th anniversary year 
of Nyack College, with a student 
population of more than 3,000 in-
stitution-wide, Simpson Hall stands 
as a symbol of the college’s his-
toric journey, as well.  As Nyack 
College faces the challenges and 
opportunities of higher education 
in the 21st century, it does so with 
a firm foundation, seasoned over 
many years of service, upon which 
to build its future.

2007 is a year of 
great celebration 

on the South Nyack 
Campus of Nyack 
College.  The year-
long festivities are 
in honor of both the 
College and one of 
its principal buildings. 
As Nyack College 
celebrates its 125th 
anniversary this 
year, Simpson Hall, a 
residence hall and 
classroom facility, is 
celebrating its own 
milestone.

Simpson Hall was 
originally constructed in 1897 as the 
“Institute Building” for the school 
then known as the Missionary Train-
ing Institute. 

The four-storied building, on South 
Highland Avenue in South Nyack, 
measured 250 feet by 70 feet, and 
served as the primary facility for the 
Missionary Training Institute when 
it relocated to Nyack from Man-
hattan. It was originally designed 
to accommodate 250 students, 
and to provide four classrooms, a 
chapel, library and kitchen. 

Simpson Hall became not only 
the centerpiece of a school, but 
a regional landmark as well.  The 
building is widely believed to be 
one of the oldest wooden insti-
tutional structures as well as the 
largest Victorian structure in the 

entire Hudson Valley. The 
final cost of the building and 
land in 1897 totaled $60,000.

In 1959 the village of South 
Nyack declared vintage 
Simpson Hall as unfit for resi-
dency. The building saw only 
limited use until the college 

experienced a severe student 
housing shortage in the late 1970’s.  
When student enrollment totaled 
120% of on-campus housing ca-
pacity, the college’s board of trust-
ees proposed the construction of 
a new building that would provide 
adequate student housing space 
during the school year as well as 
conference and continuing edu-
cation facilities during the summer 
months.

The initial plan called for Simpson 
hall to be razed, and the new build-
ing erected on that site.  But costs 
escalated so quickly in a period of 
heavy inflation, that the plan was 
shelved.  It was then that engineers 
alerted college officials that old 
Simpson Hall might not be a total 
loss.  The building had demonstrat-

Nyack College founder, Dr. A.B. 
Simpson with students in front of 
Simpson Hall during the 1916-17 
academic year.

Nyack	College	and	Simpson	Hall	Celebrate	Milestones
by Professor Jeffrey Quinn

Simpson Hall today serves as a women’s dormitory, which also includes 
classroom space.
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Years	ago,	there	was	a	thriv-
ing	village	at	Rockland	Lake

To be presented by journal-
ist and Clarkstown Historian, Bob 
Knight. During the late 19th and 
early 20th century, Rockland Lake 
was a busy community with thou-
sands of workers engaged in the 
ice harvesting and rock quarrying 
industries. Ice from Rockland Lake 
was served not only in New York 
City’s finest restaurants, but was 
also shipped to the finest estab-
lishments as far away as India and 
Australia. 

Later, after the Palisades Park was 
created, Rockland Lake became 
a recreational destination for thou-
sands of New Yorkers who traveled 
up the Hudson River on the many 
day-liner steamboats to Hook 
Mountain and Rockland Lake.

Relive the life and times of this 
fascinating village in an exciting 
slide show featuring more than 100 
views of this now-vanished village. 
This program will be presented at 
the Nyack Center on Wednesday 
evening, October 24, at 7:30 pm 
and will be repeated the following 
afternoon at the Valley Cottage 
Library (Registration  required,  268-
7700) on Thursday, October 25, at 
2 pm.

John	Scott	Armchair	Walking	Tours
Sponsored	by	Historical	Society	of	the	Nyacks	and	Friends	of	the	Nyacks

produced by Bob Goldberg

Gems	on	the	Hudson,	the	
Grand	Views

Back by popular demand, Terry 
Talley, former Grand View mayor, 
author and historian, will describe 
the many fascinating homes 
hidden away on Clausland Moun-
tain and the incredible true stories 
about the amazing houses on River 
Road. 

These include Diamond Jim 
Brady’s hangout, Dictator Trujillo’s 
hideout, and Boss Tweed’s scheme 
for Clausland and Hook Mountains.  
See the fairy tale castle with water-

falls and 19 birdhouses built into 
its walls, Carol Channing’s stone 
mansion, and the honeymoon 
cottage built for Helen Hayes. The 
program comes alive with spec-
tacular photographs of the river 
and the grand houses of Grand 
View.

This repeat presentation will 
be presented only at the Valley 
Cottage Library, Wed., December 
5, at 7 pm (Registration begins No-
vember 21, 268-7700).

The	Emery	Brothers,	50	Years	
of	Nyack	architecture

This presentation traces the work 
of the Emery brothers architec-
tural firm, which designed many 
of Nyack’s most prominent public 
buildings and private homes from 
1894 to 1949. This tour of their 
works includes the Nyack YMCA, 
the distinctive St. Paul’s Methodist 
Church on S. Broadway, the First 
Reformed Church on S. Broadway, 
St. Ann’s Roman Catholic Church 
on Jefferson St., the Nyack Library 
on S. Broadway, and the original 

Nyack Hospital. Among the private 
residences they designed are 
three large and distinctive houses 
along S. Broadway, including the 
Van Slyke House at Clinton and S. 
Broadway, the Van Buren House at 
171 S. Broadway, and the Trapha-
gen Home at 139 S. Broadway.

This tour will be presented by 
Win Perry, president of the Society, 
Upper Nyack Village Historian, and 
partner of Colgan Perry Lawler 
Aurell Architects, the successor firm 
to Emery Bros. The program will be 
presented at the Nyack Center on 
Wednesday evening, November 
28, at 7:30 pm. It will be repeated 
on the following afternoon at 2 pm 
at the Valley Cottage Library (Reg-
istration required, 268-7700).

All programs are free, but contributions are 
welcome to help offset the cost of produc-
ing these programs. Parking is limited at the 
Valley Cottage library and the audience 
is requested to car pool. Registration is 
required at the Valley Cottage Library. 
For more information, call Bob Goldberg, 
268-3838

Illustrations by john Elliot
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It all started with one e-mail from 
Nyack.

On the sunny winter day of De-
cember 4, I had a chance to visit 
a town in America which I had 
never heard of. I had been prepar-
ing to write a feature article about 
Edward Hopper for our newspa-
per, Nihon Keizai Shimbun. And 
the purpose of the trip was to see 
the places where Hopper spent his 
childhood years.

 In the beginning, I had no con-
tacts though. There was very little 
information about Nyack even on 
Internet, and I had no idea where 
to go and what to expect.

I sent out a bunch of e-mails from 
Japan asking for help, but had no 
luck. After many failed attempts, I 
almost gave visiting Nyack. Then 
just 10 days before my departure 
for New York, I received an e-mail 
from Mr. Winston Perry with a list of 
names…. the names of the people 
who kindly offered to assist me 
getting around the town! 

Nyack is small, but it is a very wel-
coming town with well-preserved 
rich history.

First I visited Hopper House Art 
Center. It was so thrilling to sit on the 
staircase and see the view through 
the door which Hopper himself 
had seen. I was impressed by the 
fact that the House is supported by 
tremendous community effort.  Ms. 

Carole Perry explained about the 
event “Artists in the Park” in which 
the residents of Nyack invite artists 
in their houses and backyards to 
paint. Mr. Robert Nelson talked 
about the joy of volunteering, 
taking care of the House by paint-
ing the walls and waxing the floor. 

Ms. Gini Stolldorf drove me 
around the town all afternoon, 
touring the  Pretty Penny and other 
extraordinary Victorian houses with 
Hudson River brackets, cupolas 
and widow’s walks. She also took 
me to a spot on the bank of the 
river. By overlooking the Tappan 
Zee bridge and the river water from 
there, I could picture steamboats 
going up and down the stream just 
like in the good old days. 

In the late afternoon, I visited 
the Nyack Library, and Ms. Jean 
Pardo showed me the old photo-
graphs of Nyack. There was one 
photo taken at the old shipyard. 
Among the workers, one boy stood 
by a small boat holding a piece of 
wood, and that photo reminded 
me of young Hopper who used to 
play in the shipyard.

The whole experience in Nyack 
gave me the feel of Hopper’s time. 
It is the kind information you never 
get from Internet. Something that 
you feel only by being there. A 
sense of place. 

Hopper painted repeatedly stark 
landscapes, empty streets, and 
people with no expressions on their 
faces. After the trip to Nyack, I 
am beginning to understand that 
feel of loneliness and anxiety of his 
painting probably reflects Hopper’s 
own experience; separation from 
Nyack, loss of sense of place.

Ray	Bergman
Consummate fisherman 

by Gini Stolldorf

When Nyack native Ray 
Bergman wrote his books on 

fishing, he made the reader want 
to stop reading and start fishing!  
(Perhaps former  president Jimmy 
Carter read Bergman’s books as 
he was an avid trout fisherman). 

Bergman was the consummate 
fisherman. Throughout his 26 years 
on the staff of Outdoor Life, his style 
of writing helped make his readers 
passionate about fishing.

Ray was born in Nyack in 1891 
and remained a resident through-
out his life. As a child, he fished in 
the Hudson and by the time he 
was 10, he was using his bicycle to 
get to the lakes and streams near 
his home. He’d fish for trout, bass 
pickerel and pan fish. 

In his 20’s, he opened a sporting 
goods store on South Broadway, in 
a row of stores that occupied the 
space where Tallman Towers is now 
located across from the YMCA. 

His commitment to fishing later 
encompassed a mail order fishing 
equipment business. A part of this 
business was Bergman’s own hand-
tied flies. Each hand-tied fly he sold 
was identified with his initials,  RB, 
followed by a serial number.

Ray Bergman wrote 4 books 
on fishing.  One entitled Trout is a 
classic. It has been reprinted four 
times and is considered the defini-
tive book on trout fishing. The other 
titles are Just Fishing, Fresh Water 

From the President
It was through the our Historical Society Web site, www.nyackhistory.com, that 

an e-mail reached me from Ms, Naoko Kubota in Tokyo who was writing an article 
about Edward Hopper and wanted assistance during a visit to Nyack.  It truly is a 
World Wide Web!  I was happy to refer her to Jean Pardo, Nyack’s Village Histo-
rian; Carole Perry, the Hopper House Director; and Gini Stolldorf, the Walking Tour 
chairperson; all of whom I knew would do a knowledgeable and warm-hearted 
job of introducing her to Nyack.

Win  Perry

My	visit	to	Nyack	-	A	sense	of	place
by Naoko Kubota, staff writer for Nihon Keizai Shimbun (Nikkei),  a Japanese 

daily with 3 million readers

Continued on page 10 
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Road Grader, circa 1890

Nyack Turnpike Toll Housing, circa 1880
Photos courtesy of Lewis F. Stockmeyer Collection, all rights reserved
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House and J.J. Foley, Grocer, circa 1890

Broadway Theatre, Nyack, circa 1905
Photos courtesy of Lewis F. Stockmeyer Collection, all rights reserved
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Blauvelt Drug Store (currently Koblins), circa 1895

H.H. Perry Meat Market, Upper Nyack, circa 1895
Photos courtesy of Lewis F. Stockmeyer Collection, all rights reserved
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Nyack Flood Milk Wagon, 123 Main Street, Looking Southeast, circa 1903

Nyack Flood, Bridge and Main Streets, looking West, circa 1903
Photos courtesy of Lewis F. Stockmeyer Collection, all rights reserved
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Bass, and With Fly, Plug, and Bait.
Ray married Grace Ritchling in 

1917, and in 1919, they bought a 
house on Cedar Hill Avenue. It was 
in this home that Bergman did all 
his writing for the next thirty years.  

The writing ended in the early 
1950’s when Grace and Ray’s 
home was torn down to make way 
for the Tappan Zee Bridge. 

He became disheartened by the 
uncaring disregard for the environ-
ment and the decreased interest 
in trout fishing which he had known 
and loved. 

Ray died in 1967. He and Grace 
are buried in Oak Hill Cemetery 
overlooking the Hudson where his 
passion developed and grew.

through, especially the now heavily 
overused and decrepit Tappan 
Zee Bridge.

The crossing, its name suggested 
by Norman R. Baker, a longtime 
Journal-News editor, has never 
acted as a joining of the hands 
between two counties, bolster-
ing each other’s economy, for 
example. The Hudson is a great 
divide, and the peoples of Rock-
land and Westchester are quite 
different in outlook and disposition, 
the east side geographically large 
and with more than a few pockets 
of affluence, and the west side – 
Rockland – an ever-growing, ever-
more diverse suburb of New York 
City, one literally developed by the 
Thruway, the Tappan Zee and the 
Palisades Interstate Parkway.

No, the crossing from Tarrytown 
to Nyack was never part of a vision 
to symbiotically join two counties. 
Instead, it was a relatively cheap 
rush job, a crossing pre-fabricated 
with the lower quality steel America 
was making in the Korean War 
period and thereafter, until it lost its 
industry to the Japanese and the 
Germans.

The “great planners” at Albany, 
not a Robert Moses among them, 
simply looked at a map and 
placed the Tappan Zee as far 
south as they could, just 25 or so 
feet from the river area governed 
by the Port Authority of New York 
and New Jersey, which sought 
a Hudson crossing near the New 
Jersey border.

The Thruway fellows believed 
they had to tap into the commerce 
bound to and from New York and 
New England, and the travelers 
who would go to the Catskills and 
the rest of the state. That would be 
a lot of trucks and cars, and many 
50-cent tolls either way. The bridge 
could be the cash register that 
retired the Thruway bonds by the 
1990s.

The bonds were indeed paid 
off, but the expensive-to-maintain 
Thruway has never become the 
free road once envisioned, and the 

stressed Tappan Zee, its cash regis-
ter till increasingly overflowing with 
toll money, is needed more than 
ever to support this part of what in 
Dwight Eisenhower’s time and after 
has become the huge U.S. inter-
state highway system. The bridge 
money is also required for constant 
Band-Aid approaches to fixing a 
crossing with dangerous punch-
through holes, with frequent and 
sometimes massive traffic backups 
to make those repairs.

Government in Albany moves 
ahead slowly on a bridge replace-
ment, offering schemes that seem 
not to take into account local 
needs and concerns nor with any 
look forward. In Washington, there 
is just a stirring of concern even 
though the Tappan Zee is part of 
the Eisenhower Defense Highway 
network.

In short, there is no vision on re-
placing the Tappan Zee.

Robert Moses-style direction was 
never in the picture for the cross-
ing back in the 1940s planning, 
nor would his dictatorial style have 
been wanted, given his unfet-
tered assault on mass transit and 
the destruction of old New York 
City neighborhoods in the name of 
“progress.”

Today, New York City is strangled 
by traffic, an aging mass transit 
system unable to relieve that. Its 
gridlock is echoed by the backups 
on the Tappan Zee, which could 
have been prevented by grand 
planning, too.

Just as Moses would have better 
served the city and its immedi-
ate region by meeting the needs 
for both mass transit and elevat-
ed highways, so too could have 
Governors Dewey, Averill Harri-
man, Nelson Rockefeller, Malcolm 
Wilson, Hugh Carey, Mario Cuomo 
and George Pataki developed the 
proper vision for the Thruway cor-
ridor.

What is that vision?
You simply cannot replace the 

Tappan Zee with a bigger cross-
ing, even one much better built, 
and expect the problems brought 

The	Column	Rule	
Continued from page 1

Continued on next page

Bergman
Continued from page 5

Linda	Greene	-	Volunteers
We are seeking volunteers to 

help with our growing list of proj-
ects. Many of you have assisted 
us with our Spring House Tours and 
in many other ways. As the new 
Volunteer Coordinator, I welcome 
your involvement. Whether it’s a 
few hours to help with book sales, 
to design a poster, or to help sell 
items at our annual lawn sale or 
to take on a bigger project, your 
participation is appreciated. Right 
now, we are looking for someone 
versed in Filemaker Pro to help with 
our database. If you’d like to help 
in this in or any other way, please 
contact me, 353-2854, lindag-
reene@nyackhistory.org.
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by the Thruway and the interstate 
system to go away: increasing air 
pollution, especially in Rockland, 
the smallest county geographical-
ly outside New York City; the fact 
that a larger bridge might push the 
federal government, which must 
provide the money, to require 
a wider and busier Thruway in 
Rockland and Westchester; many 
thousands of cars on the road, 
too, when the gambling casino 
opens in upstate Monticello and 
when Stewart Airport at Newburgh 
becomes another JFK.

Rockland and the lower Hudson 
Valley already suffer from lack of 
planning vision in the tripling of truck 
traffic courtesy of the federal gov-
ernment in the 1990s when, without 
local consultation and input, it 
funded the I-287 connection from 
New Jersey to the Thruway in Rock-
land.

The federal planners will seek 
to brush aside local, even state 
concern, and simply build a bigger 
bridge, a wider road, the concerns 
about pollution, lowered quality of 
life, a population increase in Rock-
land where the water supply is 
already inadequate all matters not 
to worry about.

There will probably be no money 
for mass transit that would make a 
difference, such as a one-seat train 
connection to New York City. There 
will be no requirement that trucks 
bound for New England move 
north and cross the Hudson at New-
burgh, to reduce traffic congestion 
in Rockland-Westchester.

There will be no serious consid-
eration of a tunnel, which could 
begin miles away from the Hudson 
on both sides and return land to 
villages raped in the original con-
struction, a crossing easily built with 
modern technology and which 
would be cheaper to maintain.

There will be no coordination with 
the county planners in Rockland 
and Westchester on their needs. 
There will be no true looking at the 
map of the Hudson River valley to 
see how traffic on the interstates 

might be better moved, or goods 
might be shipped by a renewed 
rail system.

And there will be no attempt 
to blend between “the wonders 
of human engineering” and the 
“wonders of nature,” which are 
the natural beauty of Rockland, 
Westchester, and, of course, the 
Hudson, as other areas have done 
in their road building, notably Col-
orado with its Glenwood Canyon 
I-70 project.

No, there is no grand vision, no 
Robert Moses-type leader who can 
see the bigger needs of the next 
100 years but then be tempered 
enough in his actions so as not to 
be a dictator. A person who will 
work with local leaders. Had that 
happened with Moses, New York 
City would not have the transit, 
traffic and housing problems it now 
does. Had that happened with the 
Tappan Zee, a poorly constructed 
bridge would not have been built, 
and built where it is; there would be 
a quick train ride to New York; and 
the Thruway would be part of a 
highway system designed to move 
people quickly and efficiently.

All without overwhelming and 
destroying communities. A green 
vision, as it were.

There was no Tappan Zee/
Thruway visionary; there is not one 
now. Unless the newly minted gov-
ernor, Eliot Spitzer, feels Moses fever. 
Will he?

© 2006 ahg. Arthur H. Gunther 
penned The Column Rule, a newspa-
per opinion piece, for 25 years, 1981-
2006 at The Journal News in Rockland 
County, New York State. Copies of  
his book “The Column Rule/Rockland 
People, Rockland Places,” may be 
obtained from The Historical Society 
of Rockland. Book details may be 
found  at www. thecolumnrule.com. 
Mr. Gunther’s  e-mail address is ahg@
thecolumnrule.com.

The	Column	Rule	
Continued from page 10
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Civil	Defense	Tower	301A	

This tower was situated on Tweed Boulevard 
during the World War II and the cement footings 

are still there.  Tom Hackett describes a Saturday 
evening in 1942 when, as a youngster of 12, he was 
invited by Mr. Demarest and Eddie Maurer to join 
them on their four-hour tour of duty in the tower.  

Their job was to compare any aircraft going up or 
down the Hudson to photographs of American air-
craft and then to report in on what type of plane 
went by.  Tom said there was considerable air traffic 
on the Hudson and they were kept busy during their 
time there. 

One of the cars parked by the tower belonged to 
Louis Stockmeyer (license plate JN22), who of course, 
must have been the photographer.
Photograph provided by Hope Guaraldi, now of Beaverton, 
Oregon
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