
A Glorious Day 
  We had a meaningful and enjoyable day on February 18, during Black History Month, when our tour 
group of 52 strong, including four Nyack High School students and their mentors, visited the Slavery in 
New York Exhibit at the New-York Historical Society, followed by a visit to the African Burial Ground.  
  The trip was planned as part of Black History Month, and in coordination with the recent release of  
Nyack in Black & White: Race Relations Over Three Centuries, published by the Society in cooperation 
with the Nyack Library. Several chapters of the book, which can be obtained from the Society or the 
Nyack Library, deal with slavery in the local area.  
 We are planning more trips. Stay tuned. 
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Lewis F. Stockmeyer Photographic Exhibit 
Meets Enthusiastic Response  
  We can’t recall when a photographic exhibit 
generated such an enthusiastic response. 
Hundreds of folks visited this exhibit in the former 
Pavion building during April to see and discuss 
pictures of Old Nyack and surrounding areas. The 
photographs, from the Lewis F. Stockmeyer 
Collection, were taken around the end of the 
nineteenth century by Dr. Harvey Gilchrest, a 
Nyack dentist, and others.  
  Members of the Stockmeyer family transferred the 
images from the original glass plate negatives and 
meticulously restored them, using modern-day 
methods. Many hours were spent by the family 
researching the subjects. We thank the 
Stockmeyers, our many volunteers, Karen Acker Harrison & Dalley, Nyack - Circa 1900 

Name Our Newsletter  
  “Newsletter” isn't a very exciting name. Put your thinking cap on and send us your ideas. The 
winner will receive a free one-year membership or a 12-month extension. 



Houses of Worship in the Nyacks 
First Church of Christ, Scientist  
  According to records recently consulted by 
Patricia Cook, Practitioner, the local branch was 
formed in 1902 by Christian Scientists vacationing 
in Nyack. Together with a few interested 
residents, they met for Sunday afternoon services 
in the homes of Maria Redwood (Piermont 
Avenue on the north side of the Masonic Temple), 
Albert Thompson (100 Hillside Avenue), Fred 
Brayton and Agnes Felter (both on High Avenue). 
  By 1904 the group decided to rent what had 
been the Universalist Church, built for that 
congregation in 1871 by M. W. De Baun. The 
structure’s Carpenter Gothic style, pictured here 
(photo courtesy of Nyack Library), stands out to 

this day among Nyack’s eclectic architecture. 
  In 1907 the Christian Science Church purchased 
the building and has carefully maintained the 
historic site ever since.   
 Early members included George and Martha 
Bacon, Sophie Bauer, James Callow, Isaac 
Canfield, Rachel Davis, Raymond and Agnes 
Felter, James and Sarah McElroy, Bessie 
Patterson, Mary Webb, Charles Plunkett, Catherine 
Q. Seaman, Susanna Snodgrass, Anna Stagan, 
Anna Tryon, Anna Curtis Van Hoosen, Ralph 
Wood, Margharita Wilson Wood, Clara Wilson 
Wood and Frank Wood and Tillie Branneth. 
  Do you have historical information on a local 
house of worship? Jean Pardo would love to hear 
from you (845-353-0851, 
jeanpardo@nyackhistory.org). 
Exhibit Coming Up 
  During the month of October in the Nyack Library, 
the Society will mount an exhibit featuring early 
houses of worship in the Nyacks. Contact Pat 
Condello (845-358-6285) or Karen Kennell (845-
358-5382) if you have photographs or artifacts for 
the exhibit. 
 
 

“Big Chief” Russell Moore (1912-1983) 
  In Nyack, there is a parcel of land encompassing 
65 acres with some of the finest views of the 
Hudson River and Tappan Zee Bridge. In the 
spring, it is awash with blooming trees and shrubs 
and in autumn, a plethora of color. It is Oak Hill 
Cemetery, the resting place of people from the 
area but also from across the United States and 
the world. 
  One such individual is “Big Chief” Russell Moore 
who was born  in Gila Crossing, Arizona. A Pima 
Indian, he spent his childhood in an adobe house 
on the Gila River Reservation.  
  After his father died, Moore went to live with an 
uncle in Chicago. His uncle was a music teacher 
and readily saw the innate musical abilities of his 
nephew. He saw to it that Moore received 
instrumental music lessons, especially trombone, 
and it is this instrument that would lead to Moore’s 
world-wide acclaim. Big Chief played with Lionel 
Hampton and Louis Armstrong and played at the 
Inaugural balls of John F. Kennedy and Lyndon 
Johnson. 
  At his funeral in December of 1983, at the 
Presbyterian Church (now Nyack Center) on 
Broadway, the many jazz musicians in attendance 
formed a New Orleans processional around the 
casket and played When the Saints Go Marchin’ In 
on the way to Oak Hill Cemetery. 
  The Friends of the Nyacks provide periodic tours 
of Oak Hill Cemetery. For more information, visit 
www.friendsofthenyacks.org. 
  Do you have an interesting story of a “permanent 
resident” of Oak Hill? Contact Gini Stolldorf (845-
358-7910,  ginistolldorf@nyackhistory.org). 
Permanent Home 
  The Society needs a permanent home too, 
preferably a storefront or other suitable quarters to 
exhibit our collection. Can you help? Call Win Perry 
(845-358-0552). 
 
 

Visit www.nyackhistory.org 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Save the Lighthouse? Landmark or Eyesore?  
Saving Ships or Storing Gas? 

Here is Nyack’s lighthouse in its 
wedding cake glory at the foot of Burd 
Street, about 1985. Back then, there 
was some talk that it should not be 
removed from the waterfront. But wait! 
Was it really a lighthouse? 

No, it was a tiered gas tank! Here it is in 
its original guise, circa 1947. 

Photographs courtesy of Sally Savage and the Nyack Library 

Society Officers and Committee Chairs 
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Sale: Win Perry 

Voices of the Past - Hezekiah Easter 
  For economic reasons my father, Hezekiah 
Easter, came to Nyack in 1927 from Virginia with 
a neighbor, James McCleese. There were some 
people he knew who had come to Nyack and 
were working in the brickyard up in Haverstraw, 
which was a very popular industry at that time.   
  [The two men] came to get established without 
their families at first. My father arrived in Nyack in 
1927 on a Saturday and got a room in a boarding 
house up on Main St. right across from the 
Pilgrim Baptist Church. The lady’s name that he 
lived with was Dolly Bowman. My father tells us 
the story that, after he got his things down, he 
decided to take a walk downtown to see what the 
village was like. So he walked down Main Street 
and he came to Broadway, and he noticed there 
was some construction going on down Broadway 
so he took a stroll over there, two blocks away.  
That’s where they were building the YMCA -
1927. He noted that a John Rooney was the 
contractor. So he looked around the area. 
  That following Monday morning he decided that 
in order to get a job he had to get up early and be 
there, so he was on that job site that following 
Monday morning, before work started of course.  
   
 

 
Mr. Rooney saw him standing around and asked 
him if he was looking for a job, and he said yes, 
and that’s when he went to work. Early bird gets 
the worm! 
  Read the rest of this and other transcribed oral 
histories in the Isabelle K. Savell Local History 
Room of the Nyack Library. 



 
Volunteers 
  If you have a basic knowledge of Microsoft Excel, 
we could use your help with our mailing list. If you 
are interested, contact Jim Hershberger (845-268-
9087 or jimhershberger@nyackhistory.org). 
Meetings 
 All are invited to attend our monthly meetings, 
usually on the second Thursday at 7:30 p.m. at the 
South Nyack Village Hall. 
 
 

Historical Society of the Nyacks 
A not for profit organization 

www.nyackhistory.org 
P. O. Box 850, Nyack, NY 10960 

E-mail: questions@nyackhistory.org 
Join us in preserving the rich history of the Nyacks. 
Members receive our mailings and enjoy discounts 
on our publications and special events.  
 Family/joint ($25) Individual ($15) 
 Student/retired ($10) 
 Business/professional ($50) 
 Sustaining ($50) Enduring ($100) 
 Presidents Club ($500)   Fellow ($1,000) 
 Senior Fellow ($2,500) 
 $_____ donation   $_____ corporate gift 
 I am interested in mentioning the Society in my 

will. 
If your company has a matching gift program, 
please include matching forms. 

Order our Publications 
   Nyack in Black & White, Race Relations Over 

Three Centuries  for $20.28 (Price $16.00, tax 
$1.28, s&h $3.00) 
 The Nyacks for $24.59 (Price $19.99, tax 

$1.60, s&h $3.00) 
 Nyack in the 20th Century: a Centennial 

Journal for $32.70 (Price $27.50, tax $2.20 s&h 
$3.00)  
 $68.57 for all three books (Price $63.49, tax 

$5.08, s&h waived) 
Members, apply 10% discount to Price, then add 
appropriate tax and s&h. For more information on 
our books, visit www.nyackhistory.org 
 
Name:___________________________________ 
 
Address:_________________________________ 
 
________________________________________ 
 
Phone:___________________________________ 
 
E-mail:___________________________________ 
 

Book Stirs Memories 
  New member James 
A. Black Jr., now of 
Philadelphia, lived on 
Highmount Avenue in 
the late ‘40s and early 
‘50s, and graduated 
from Nyack High 
School in 1948. Aided 
by his local librarian, 
he ordered a copy of 
Nyack in the 20th 
Century.  After 
perusing the book, he 
couldn’t resist calling to 
praise it and reminisce.    

  He recalled a Judge Perry who lived across the 
street (Win Perry’s father and Upper Nyack 
Justice). The Ludwig family there included 
children, Royal and Jennifer. The Leaycrafts also 
lived nearby. He remembered dating Barbara 
(Bobby) Boll a few times. Then he recalled that 
the train coming into Nyack was referred to as “the 
weary Erie.” 

Recent Society Activities 
Exhibits 
♦ Lewis F. Stockmeyer Photographic Exhibit 
♦ Early Schools 
♦ Liberty Street School 
John Scott Armchair Walking Tours  
♦ The Hudson River School of Landscape 

Painters 
♦ The Elmwood Playhouse 
♦ When Nyack Meant Business 
Published two acclaimed books 
♦ Nyack in Black & White, Race Relations over 

Three Centuries 
♦ The Nyacks 
And 
♦ Visited the Slavery Exhibit and the African 

Burial Ground in Manhattan 
♦ Dedicated Liberty Street School cornerstone 
♦ Obtained archival storage at Nyack Village Hall 
♦ Held a successful yard sale 
Coming up 
In October at the Nyack Library, an exhibit 
featuring early houses of worship  

Welcome to Our New Members 
 Marion Anderson, James Black, Keith & Deborah 
Darbonne, Thomas Griffin, Janet Hardwick, Lois 
Leitner, Justine Norton, Sally Savage, Lynette 
Temple, Justine Troia, Cathy & Paul Scensny, 
Chamber of Commerce of the Nyacks, First 
Church of Christ Scientist, David L. Scharf & Co., 
Inc., Wyatt Houston Day Bookseller, the 
Lockesmith Master Haircutter 

Visit www.nyackhistory.org 


