
DISTRACTED DRIVING LAWS: 

 

MARYLAND: 

http://www.mva.maryland.gov/safety/_docs/FY15_Distracted_ProgramAreaBriefCombin

edFinal.pdf 

 

Maryland law prohibits the use of a handheld cell phone and texting while driving.  The 

law states, “A driver of a motor vehicle that is in motion may not use the driver’s hands 

to use a handheld telephone other than to initiate or terminate a wireless telephone call 

or to turn on or turn off the handheld telephone.”  First-time offenders face a maximum 

of an $83 fine, second-time offenders a maximum of $140 fine, and third-time offenders 

a maximum of $160 fine (all figures include court costs). Points cannot be given unless 

the offence results in a crash.  Exceptions to this law are made in the case of emergency 

calls to: 9-1-1, a hospital, an ambulance service provider, a fire department, law 

enforcement, or a first aid squad. Drivers also can be ticketed for writing, sending, or 

reading a text or electronic message while driving.  The fine is $70 and one point, and if 

the use of the device contributes to a crash, the fine may increase to $110 and three 

points. 2015 Maryland Distracted Driving Program Area Brief 4 Jake’s Law:  A driver 

that causes serious injury or death while talking on a handheld cell phone or texting may 

receive a prison sentence of up to three years and a fine up to $5,000. 

 

 

PENNSYLVANIA:  

http://www.justdrivepa.org/Traffic-Safety-Information-Center/Distracted-Driving/ 

 

The law prohibits as a primary offense any driver from using an Interactive Wireless 

Communication Device (IWCD) to send, read or write a text-based communication while 

his or her vehicle is in motion. 

Defines an IWCD as a wireless phone, personal digital assistant, smart phone, portable or 

mobile computer or similar devices that can be used for texting, instant messaging, 

emailing or browsing the Internet. 

Defines a text-based communication as a text message, instant message, email or other 

written communication composed or received on an IWCD. 

Institutes a $50 fine for convictions under this section. 

Makes clear that this law supersedes and preempts any local ordinances restricting the 

use of interactive wireless devices by drivers. 

 

The penalty is a summary offense with a $50 fine, plus court costs and other fees. 

 

The violation carries no points as a penalty and will not be recorded on the driver record 

for non-commercial drivers. It will be recorded on commercial drivers’ records as a non-

sanction violation. 

 

The texting ban does NOT include the use of a GPS device, a system or device that is 

physically or electronically integrated into the vehicle, or a communications device that is 
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affixed to a mass transit vehicle, bus or school bus. The law does not authorize the 

seizure of an IWCD. 

 

 

WEST VIRGINIA: 

 

http://www.dmv.org/wv-west-virginia/safety-laws.php 

Cell phone restrictions: 

All drivers, regardless of age, are banned from using hand-held cell phones. 

Drivers under 18 years old who hold a permit or an intermediate license cannot use a 

wireless communication device (this includes hands free) unless they are contacting the 

9-1-1 system 

Texting restrictions: 

All drivers, regardless of age, are banned from texting while driving. 

 

 

VIRGINIA: 

http://www.dmv.org/va-virginia/safety-laws.php 

Anyone under 18 years old is banned from using cell phones or any other personal 

communication devices while driving. 

Texting is banned for all drivers. In Virginia, it is considered a primary offense, which 

means police can pull you over if they suspect you of texting while driving. The fine is 

$125 for the first offense, and $250 for subsequent offenses. 
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