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Dear Educator, 

Few people realize that the 

among the first settlers to reach 
the New World in 1565 were 
Free Blacks and that the first 
Underground Railroad ran south

and not north. America’s Untold 

Journey chronicles 450-years of 

continuous African American 

history beginning in 1565 Spanish 

Florida and continuing to the 

present day.  

We hope that this information will 

help you and your students get 

the most out of this film.  

Sincerely, 

America’s Untold Journey 

 This guide  is  designed for 
students grades 5-12 and 
includes Pre and Post Viewing 
activities, a glossary and time 
line, with cirriculum links and 
additional web resources.

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part2/2h14b.html


Glossary of Terms
Afrikaners- White native of the Republic of 

Africa of European and especially Dutch ancestry 

Bishop Augustin Verot- First Bishop of St 

Augustine-he requested sisters of St Joseph of Le 

Puy, France to come to St. Augustine to open up 

a school for newly freed black children after the 

Civil War 

Cast System- (sistema de castas) a hierarchical 

system of race classification created by Spanish 

white elite 

Castillo de San Marcos-Fort and National 

Monument. St. Augustine, Florida-oldest maritime 

fort in U.S.-built over 1672-95 

Chattel slavery-the condition in which one person 

is owned as property by another and is under 

the owner’s control, especially in involuntary 

servitude  

Civil Rights Act of 1964- historic civil rights 

legislation in the United States that outlawed 

discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, 

or national origin- enacted July 2, 1964 

Conquistadore/ Conquistador-adventurer or 

conqueror, especially Spanish conquerors of the 

New World in the 16th Century   

Edict of 1693-King Carlos II of Spain issued an 

official royal proclamation granting sanctuary 

and freedom for runaway slaves upon conversion 

to the Catholic faith, pledge of loyalty to the 

Spanish crown and agreement to defend Spanish 

Florida.  

Fort Mose- (Moh-say) first free black settlement 

and military garrison manned by fugitive slaves 

and free blacks in what is now the United 

States.  Located just north of St. Augustine, 

Florida- Established in 1738  

Hayling, Dr. Robert – local St Augustine dentist- 

1963 organizer of NAACP youth chapter which 

conducted sit-ins at local segregated restaurants 

and 1964-Civil Rights activist (1929- ) 

Hernando Cortes- Conquistador who was part 

of the generation of Spanish colonizers that 

began the first phase of the Spanish colonization 

of the Americas 

Indentured servant- 

a person who is bound to work for another for a 

specified period of time, esp. such a person who 

came to America during the colonial period 

Integrationists- a person who supports or 

practices social integration 

Interracial Marriage- when two people of 

different racial groups marry 

Juan Garrido- Black Conquistador, credited with 

introducing wheat to North America 

Juanillo- (Wah-neeh-yo) - Black Spaniard 

interpreter for Pedro Menendez in Spanish 

Florida –former shipwreck captive in Florida 

Juan Ponce de Leon- Spanish explorer who 

discovered Florida in 1513 while 

searching for the legendary Fountain of Youth 

King Jr., Martin Luther- leader in the African-

American Civil Rights Movement, Baptist minister, 

activist and humanitarian 

KKK- Ku Klux Klan- organization founded in 

1866-for white southern resistance to political 

and economic equality for blacks, especially by 

violence  

Klansmen- A member of the Ku Klux Klan 

La Florida- a state in the southeastern region 

of the United States first named by Ponce de 

Leon 

La Florida ([la floˈɾiða] "Flowery Land") upon lan

ding there during the Easter season 1513 

Lincolnville- prominent historically black 

neighborhood established by freedmen following 

the American Civil War and located in southwest 

St. Augustine, Florida 

Maroon- fugitive slaves founded rebel 

communities that endured for generations. The 

Spanish referred to the members of these 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Casta#Purity_of_blood_and_the_evolution_of_the_sistema_de_castas
http://encyclopedia.thefreedictionary.com/Spanish+colonization+of+the+Americas
http://encyclopedia.thefreedictionary.com/Spanish+colonization+of+the+Americas


 

communities as Cimarron, or runaways. The British 

shortened Cimarron to Maroon 
http://www.johnhorse.com/trail/00/bg/02.htm 

Militia- 

An army composed of ordinary citizens rather    

than professional soldiers 

 

Oglethorpe, General James Edward - general 

and founder of the colony of Georgia- 1696 –

1785 

Pedro Menendez de Aviles- Admiral, explorer 

and founder of St. Augustine, Florida in 1565 

Plantation economy- 

an economy which is based on agricultural mass 

production historically associated with 

slavery, particularly in the Americas 

President Lyndon B. Johnson-United States 

President who signed the Civil Rights Act of 1964 

into law 

Segregationists- a person who believes in or 

practices segregation especially of races 

  

Sisters of St Augustine- Nuns from the order of 
St Joseph of Le Puy, France who came to St. 
Augustine to open up a school for newly freed 
black children after the Civil War. 

Southern Dixie-crats- Southern Democrats who 

left the Democratic Party to form the States' 

Rights Democratic Party- Their campaign 

slogan was “Segregation Forever!” 

St. Augustine, Florida-  

Oldest continuously inhabited European 

established settlement in the continental United 

States. 

 

Underground Railroad- A series of escape 

routes and hiding places that fugitive slaves used 

to escape the South before and during the Civil 

War 

Young, Dr. Andrew - Diplomat, Educator, Civil 

Rights Activist, former Atlanta Mayor, U.S. 

Representative, Pastor (1932–)  

 

 

 

   

 

http://www.johnhorse.com/trail/00/bg/02.htm
http://encyclopedia.thefreedictionary.com/St.+Augustine%2c+Florida
http://encyclopedia.thefreedictionary.com/Slavery
http://encyclopedia.thefreedictionary.com/Americas
http://encyclopedia.thefreedictionary.com/Contiguous+United+States
http://encyclopedia.thefreedictionary.com/Contiguous+United+States


  

 

Timeline 

 

Juan Garrido “The Black Conquistador” 

Pre-1500 Native Americans have lived in the Americas for thousands of years before Spanish 
arrive. A large population of Timucuan Indians are already settled in northeast Florida when the 
Spanish arrive in the 1500’s 

1503 Africans arrive with Spaniards – Juan Garrido was the first free black person in the 
Americas and first person to grow wheat in the New World  

1565 Pedro Menéndez de Aviles founds St Augustine in “La Florida” with hundreds of Colonists 

1606 St. Augustine’s first black baptism was recorded in 1606, one year before the founding of 
Jamestown, Virginia 

1607 Jamestown, Virginia is founded by the English. St. Augustine has been settled already for 
42 years 

 



  

 

 

1595- Archive of the Diocese of St. Augustine 

Historical Document of first baptism of African American Child in what is now the United States 

 

1687 The first runaway slaves from northern plantations are granted asylum in St.  Augustine 

1693 A Royal Spanish decree is issued by King Charles II grants freedom and protection to all 
British colonial runaway slaves who agree to convert to Catholicism and serve Spain 

1738 The foundation of Gracia Real de Santa Teresa de Mose. “Fort Mose”, is authorized. It 
becomes the first freed Black settlement in what is now the United States; Francisco Menendez is 
appointed captain of Fort Mose’s free Black Militia 

1740 Enraged with Spain for helping escaped Carolina slaves, the British under General James 
Oglethorpe attack St. Augustine, forcing Fort Mose residents to flee 

1821 Florida officially annexed as a United States Territory 

1845 Florida becomes a State  

1865 End of the Civil War 

1866 Bishop Verot requests that sisters of St Joseph of Le Puy, France come to St. Augustine to open up a 
school for newly freed black children after the Civil War 

1866 Former slaves established the community of Lincolnville also known as “Little Africa” 

1868 The St Benedict Catholic School for African American’ children is opened in Lincolnville 

1916 Three nuns from the Sisters of St. Joseph are arrested for teaching African-American 
students 



  

 

1964 The Civil Rights Act is enacted after St Augustine serves as a national and international; 
stage for protests led by the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Andrew Young and Dr. Robert 
Hayling, among others 

2014 St. Augustine community commemorates the 50th Anniversary of the Passage of the Civil 
Rights Act 

2015 St Augustine celebrates its 450th anniversary as the nation’s oldest continuously occupied 
European settlement rich in cultural diversity from 1565 

 
                                                                                                                                                           

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Remembrance March in St. Augustine 



  

 

America’s Untold Journey    
Pre and Post Viewing Directions:                            Name: _______________ 
 

Read the questions before viewing the film so that you will know what to look for while you watch. At the 

film's end, you will have an opportunity to make short notes in the spaces provided. Make sure that your  

note taking doesn't interfere with carefully watching the film. You do not need to make any notes on the 

worksheet but you will be required to fully respond to the questions.  

 

Answer each question in paragraph form. Answers need to be comprehensive and demonstrate that you 

paid attention to what was shown on the screen.  Your responses should be in complete sentences using 

proper spelling, grammar and punctuation. 

1.   State the title of the documentary and briefly describe what the film is about.  

Notes: 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________  

 2.  List four facts described in the film that impressed you and explain how each fact relates to the film’s 

premise or theme. 

Notes: 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________  

3. What does this film tell you about what life for runaway slaves might have been like in Spanish St. 
Augustine? 

Notes: 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________  



  

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________  

4. Describe any aspect of the film that showed you something you hadn’t seen before, caused you to think 
in a new way, or helped you understand something more thoroughly than before.  In addition, describe 
how it changed your thinking. 

Notes: 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

5. Was there anything that you saw or heard in the film that you would want to research in depth? What 
sources might you use? 

Notes: 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Enrichment Assignments: 

 Write an essay using cited sources to support or challenge any claim, fact or position 
taken in the film. 

 Write a review of the film 

 



America’s Untold Journey                                       Name: ________________

Vocabulary Matching  

Directions: Write the letter of the definition next to the appropriate vocabulary word.

____1.  Underground Railroad 

____2.  Chattel slavery 

____3.  Edict of 1693 

____4.  Fort Mose- (Moh-Say) 

____5. James Edward Oglethorpe- 

 A. King Carlos II of Spain issued an official 

royal proclamation granting sanctuary and 

freedom for runaway slaves upon conversion to 

the Catholic faith, pledge of loyalty to the 

Spanish crown and agreement to defend Spanish 

Florida.  

B. The condition in which one person is owned as 

property by another and is under the owner’s 

control, especially in involuntary servitude  

C. First free black settlement and military 

garrison manned by fugitive slaves and free 

blacks in what is now the United States. Located 

just north of St. Augustine, Florida- Established in 

1738 

D. General and founder of the colony 

of Georgia- (1696 –1785) 

E. A series of escape routes and hiding places 

that fugitive slaves used to escape the South 

before and during the Civil War.

Short Answer  

Directions: Answer the following question in 5-7 sentences. If you need additional space, continue 
your response on the back of the page. 

Why do you think the film suggests that the Underground Railroad occurred much earlier than 
historians have previously suggested? Give specific evidence to support your conclusion. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

America’s Untold Journey Concept Map 
Name:_______________     Date:_______________ 

Directions: Represent your ideas by adding symbols to the concept map, using linking words to show 

relationships between ideas. Notes can be added to each idea to provide more detail.  

                             Fort Mose - (Moh-Say) the Original “Underground Railroad” 

                                                   

 

                                                                                                                                    

      

 

 



Analyzing Primary Sources: Library of Congress 

Go to the Civil Rights Library of St. Augustine at: http://civilrights.flagler.edu/ 

Here you will find letters, journals, photographs and other primary sources concerning the civil 

rights movement in St. Augustine.  

Before you begin: 

 Ask students, “What more do you want to know, and how can you find out?”

 Have students choose two or three primary sources from the Civil Rights Library
 Have students choose the appropriate “Analysis Tool for Students” at:

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/primary-source-analysis-tool/

Observe: Have students identify and note details.

What do you notice first? • Find something small but interesting. • What do you 

notice that you didn’t expect? • What do you notice that you can’t explain? • What 

do you notice that you didn’t earlier? 

Reflect: Encourage students to generate and test hypotheses about the source.

Where do you think this came from? • Why do you think somebody made this? • 

What do you think was happening when this was made? • Who do you think was 

the audience for this item? • What tool was used to create this?  

http://civilrights.flagler.edu/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/primary-source-analysis-tool/


 

 

• Why do you think this item is so important? • If somebody made this today, what 

would be different? • What can you learn from examining this? 

 

Question: Have students ask questions to lead to more observations and 

reflections. What do you wonder about...? Who? • What? • When? • Where? • 

Why? • How?  

 

Follow-Up Activities  

Beginning: 

Have students compare two related primary source items. 

Intermediate: 

Have students expand or alter textbook explanations of history based on primary sources they study. 

  

Advanced: 

Ask students to consider how a series of primary sources support or challenge information and 

understanding on a particular topic. Have students refine or revise conclusions based on their study of each 

subsequent primary source. 

 

 

Source: "Teachers." Teacher Resources. Library of Congress. Web. 5 Oct. 2015. 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/ 

 

 
 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/


 

 

 

Curriculum Links: 
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/map.html 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ 

 

http://fortmose.com/maps.html 

 

http://www.latinamericanstudies.org/slavery/Fort-Mose.pdf 

 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/#topic100 
 

 

http://www.pbs.org/pov/behindthelens/lessonplan1.php 

 

http://www.teachwithmovies.org/guides/film-study-worksheet-documentary.html 

 

http://vanderbilt.edu/clas/curriculum-resources/media/Fort%20Mose%20Education%20Packet.pdf  

 

 

 

 

Sisters of St. Joseph- St. Augustine, Florida 

 

 

 

  

http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/map.html
http://www.corestandards.org/
http://fortmose.com/maps.html
http://www.latinamericanstudies.org/slavery/Fort-Mose.pdf
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/#topic100
http://www.pbs.org/pov/behindthelens/lessonplan1.php
http://www.teachwithmovies.org/guides/film-study-worksheet-documentary.html
http://vanderbilt.edu/clas/curriculum-resources/media/Fort%20Mose%20Education%20Packet.pdf


 

 

Resource Bank Index 
 

"ACCORD Freedom Trail Website." ACCORD Freedom Trail.  
http://www.accordfreedomtrail.org/ 
 

"Civil Rights Activity Book." Civil Rights Activity Book. 
 http://www.tolerance.org/civil-rights-activity-book 
 
"Civil Rights Library of St. Augustine." Civil Rights Library of St. Augustine.  
http://civilrights.flagler.edu/ 
 
"Florida's Birmingham": The Civil Rights Movement in St. Augustine: Overview." 
http://guides.uflib.ufl.edu/c.php?g=147745 
 

"Florida’s Underground Railroad (Part Two)." Web log post. The Florida Memory Blog. Florida 

Memory State Library and Archives of Florida, 18 Feb. 2013.  

 

"Fort Mose." Africans in America. PBS, n.d. http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part2/2h14.html 

"Juan Garrido." Augustine.com. 
http://augustine.com/history/black_history/juan_garrido/#marker5 
 
Restall, Matthew. "Black Conquistadors: Armed Africans in Early Spanish America." Project Muse. 
The Americas- Volume 57, Number 2, 1 Oct. 2000. Web. 5 Oct. 2015. 
https://muse.jhu.edu/login?auth=0&type=summary&url=/journals/the_americas/v057/57.2resta
ll02.pdf 

 
 
 

"Spanish Florida."  | Ecclesiastical and Secular Sources for Slave Societies | Vanderbilt University.    
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/esss/spanishflorida/index.php 
 
“St. Augustine 450th Commemoration." St Augustine 450th Commemoration. https://staugustine-
450.com/education 
 
 
"TAKE A WALK THROUGH HISTORY." Fort Mose. Fort Mose Historical Society 

http://www.fortmose.org/ 

 

United States. National Park Service. "Places." National Parks Service. U.S. Department of the 
Interior.  
http://www.nps.gov/subjects/ugrr/discover_history/places.htm 

 

"Using Primary Sources." Library of Congress. Loc.gov  

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/ 

http://www.accordfreedomtrail.org/
http://www.tolerance.org/civil-rights-activity-book
http://civilrights.flagler.edu/
http://guides.uflib.ufl.edu/c.php?g=147745
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part2/2h14.html
http://augustine.com/history/black_history/juan_garrido/#marker5
https://muse.jhu.edu/login?auth=0&type=summary&url=/journals/the_americas/v057/57.2restall02.pdf
https://muse.jhu.edu/login?auth=0&type=summary&url=/journals/the_americas/v057/57.2restall02.pdf
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/esss/spanishflorida/index.php
https://staugustine-450.com/education
https://staugustine-450.com/education
http://www.fortmose.org/
http://www.nps.gov/subjects/ugrr/discover_history/places.htm
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/
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