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Mars 

It is the year 2123, and there are too many humans on Earth. Our new generations 

have insufficient space to live in now that humans live twice as long as we used to live. 

Cities are so overcrowded that people are starting to turn against each other as they 

fight over living quarters. It is blatantly clear that we need more land, so the United 

Nations has decided that we need to try to establish permanent human settlements on 

Mars.  

*** 

We are now aboard a spaceship heading towards Mars to begin our colonization efforts 

on the planet. As we land on the red giant I realize that we might not be the only ones 

on Mars. We chose to go to Mars because it has flowing liquid on its surface and we 

always knew that there was a possibility of life forming on the planet, but that was just a 

theory. I now wonder if coming here was a good idea at all. As I take a closer look at the 

Martian surface I see that there are living things moving under the flowing brine. The 

creatures seem human-like, but with multicolored skin. They appear to live in the brine, 

and not on the land around it. They don't seem hostile in any way, but then again, they 

do not appear to have seen our ship. 

 

As soon as the Martians spotted us they excitedly climbed out of the rivers to see what 

was in the ship. Perhaps they thought we were Martians as well, but once we got out of 

the ship, they likely realized that we were not, as we were wearing space suits and did 

not have multicolored skin. As soon as we stepped onto the Martian ground we knew 

that we had found the perfect place to colonize. Yet we noticed that there were more 

Martians than could possibly live in the brine. 

 

We wanted to get to where the Martians lived, but discovered that we had to swim into a 

gargantuan cave which housed one of the main cities on the planet. Once we were in 

the city we tried to find someone in power to negotiate a deal that would allow us to live 

on the planet. When we finally found the leader, they reached out for a hand shake, and 

conveyed that they already knew almost everything about Earth and its inhabitants. 

Knowing that we were from the planet Earth, the leader asked us if there was anywhere 

on our planet that the Martians could live. They too, were running out of viable living 

quarters, and were seeking a similar solution to ours. They however, were facing an 

even greater challenge of lacking means to get to another planet. 

 

Since the Martians already had sophisticated knowledge about us, we thought it would 

be mutually beneficial for to know about them. When I asked the leader of the city about 



the history of the Martians, they gave me an interesting explanation of Martian history. I 

was surprised to learn that their evolution was very similar to ours. 

 

"We evolved from single cell organisms living in the calcium perchlorate brine flowing on 

Mars. Although we are much like you, we stayed in the brine and did not evolve into 

land creatures. We breathe carbon-dioxide, but can also live in the brine without ever 

surfacing for air. Since no other beings on our planet can survive in the brine, the 

entryways to our cave cities are submerged in it, protecting us from being invaded by 

other creatures. Our population has therefore grown tremendously, and we have run out 

of viable space. Sadly, though Mars is rich in habitable land for other creatures, we are 

now forced to seek other options for our own survival.” 

 

The Martians seemed to be fairly nice so I asked if we could live on the bare surface of 

the planet. The answer we got was very positive. 

 

"If you humans would like to live on our planet that is fine with me, but we would like to 

make a deal with you," said the leader of the city. 

 

"Okay, what kind of deal were you thinking of?" 

 

"We would like to live in the water on your planet. If we can live in the oceans on Earth, 

then humans may live on the surface of Mars." 

 

"That sounds like a very good idea, although there are other creatures living in the 

oceans on Earth. If it you are okay with sharing the space, then we still need to figure 

out how humans can survive on Mars, and how you will live on Earth." 

 

"Couldn't you all wear your space suits when you are here?" 

 

"Yes we could, but we only have a certain amount of oxygen in our suits. We also need 

water without calcium perchlorate in it to drink." 

 



"What if you brought plants from your planet, then they would create oxygen from our 

carbon-dioxide atmosphere." 

 

"Yes, that might work. We could also build distillation facilities to filter the brine here into 

plain water." 

 

All of a sudden we heard a loud beeping noise. We were running low on oxygen! In 

order to finish coming up with a plan we needed to get back to the ship and switch out 

our oxygen tanks. We got back to the ship with little time to spare. After refilling the air 

canisters we headed back to the underwater city. Before we could begin the process of 

settling on Mars, the Martians wanted to make sure that their needs were met as well. 

 

The Martian leader informed us that their plants work in the opposite way compared to 

those on Earth. They take in oxygen and create carbon-dioxide. The plants could also 

survive in the brine on Mars, so we assumed that they could also live in fresh and salt 

water. Based on this assumption we came up with a plan for the Martians to live on 

Earth.  

 

"What if we create grottos in the oceans that are blocked off from the rest of the water?" 

I suggested.  

 

"Would that still give us enough room to move around?" Asked the city leader. 

 

"Yes, we would make each area large enough to fit a city, and each would be connected 

to the next with a tunnel that would be filled with water to allow it to float at the correct 

level in the ocean." 

 

"How would we breathe in your oceans?" 

 

"If the cities are blocked off from the rest of the oceans, we could grow Martian plants in 

the cities to turn the oxygen in the water into carbon-dioxide without killing wildlife. We 

could even start building the dividers right when we get back to Earth, and then we can 

send a spaceship to bring you to our planet." 

 



"That seems like a great idea. You have a deal. You may populate the surface of Mars, 

and we will do the same in Earth's oceans." 

 

When we got back to the ship, we contacted the command center on Earth right away to 

let them know about the plan. We then began arranging for shipments of plants and 

distillation equipment to Mars. By the time we left the planet all of the supplies were on 

their way, along with robots to assemble everything. Once we returned to Earth, 

government agencies had already found the best companies to build barriers in the 

oceans, and we even started transporting Martian plant seeds to Earth to grow in the 

new underwater cities. It took two years before the first cities for humans and Martians 

were complete. 

 

We began sending spaceships with humans aboard to Mars so that we could populate 

our new city on the planet as we worked on building a second one. On the return flight 

of our ships, we brought the first of the Martians to live in their new underwater city. 

Those flights also carried new equipment that would be used in order to build more 

Martian cities on Earth. We named the first underwater city on Earth “Atlantis” after the 

Greek mythical sunken island. Since we had humans and Martians living on both 

planets, we had to develop the capability for people to travel between the two planets 

easily. Eventually we arranged for daily flights between the planets, for anyone to travel 

to either planet freely in a single day. 

*** 

We have now been living with Martians for seventeen years. Remarkably, any conflicts 

that have arisen have been resolved collaboratively. The Martians who populate Earth 

now have a permanent seat in the UN, representing the entities of the Oceans. Our two 

species visit each other all the time, and there is hardly and conflict between us. In fact, 

humans now seem to get along better with Martians than they do with other humans. 

Perhaps, we can learn from the success of this collaborative model to seek solutions of 

mutual benefit when attempting to achieve peaceful co-existence.  


