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ANDERSON
Dalton Coker
@ddcoker

Some call it Wednesday.

Some call it humpday.

Some call it just another day.

I call it #FUSEDAY...
#BestNightOfTheWeek

MYRTLE BEACH
Johnathan Foster
@Foster_John_

PTL that the way my life is trending I 
should never be in a situation to have to 
tackle any of those monsters in Georgia’s 
backfield.

CHARLESTON
Michael Wilson
@_michaelwilson_

Can we do that #Gauntlet14 thing again? 
Yes, we can. But this time, let’s do it BIGGER 
and BETTER than ever and call it #Gaunt-
letX

LEXINGTON
Ryan Kirkland
@_ryankirkland_

Thank you @perrynoble for investing in the 
next generation and loving students so 
well. @NewSpringFuse #LEXonem

FLORENCE
Glen Adkins
@_Glen_Adkins_

It’s been too long...Thank goodness it’s 
FUSEDAY!

GREENWOOD
Brayden Cooper
@bcooper_2

People don’t buy WHAT you do, but WHY 
you do it!

The WHY motivates the WHAT!
Know the WHY behind WHAT you
do, it matters!

COLUMBIA 
Greg DeMare
@gregdemare

Here’s the question of the day...

Who’s a better rapper, Kendrick Lamar 
or J. Cole?

My vote: Kendrick, easy...

Trey Burns
@Trey_Burns

Three words I’ll never say:
“Too much bacon.”

BOILING SPRINGS

GREENVILLE
Matt Steelman
@ManOfSteelman

Blue Bell Chocolate Chip Cookie Dough Ice 
Cream. Goodnight.

POWDERSVILLE
Scooter Barnwell 
@ScooterBarnwell

Oh snap...Jesus has given me
another day to live?!?!

IMA LIVE IT

SPARTANBURG
Drew Hankins
@drewhankins

“@graham_hankins4: Just passed gas for 
$1.99       I feel like I’m going to tell my kids 
about this” // I’ve never gotten money for 
passing gas!

NEWSPRING FUSE@
NEW
SPRING
FUSE #ALWAYSTRENDING

Official Account
@newspringfuse

Party tomorrow at my place.
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Bible history can be intimidating. 

There are complicated names, strange customs, 
and outlandish stories that are hard to wrap our 
mind around.
 
The Watch the Throne series revolves around this his-
tory—kings, in particular. You may have heard of some 
of them: Saul, David, Solomon, and so on.
 
From the beginning, God reigned over the nation of Is-
rael. That was how He always intended it to be. But the 
generation of Israelites that had been led out of Egypt 
and into the Promised Land by Moses had died, and 
when their children grew into adults they forgot what 
God did for their parents and grandparents. They for-
got that God was their king.
 
The nation allowed itself to become disjointed and 
corrupted as they turned to worship other gods. When-
ever the Israelites rebelled, God would allow them to 

be overtaken by their enemies. For a while this would 
cause them to ask God to deliver them. But in 1 Samuel 
8 the Israelites finally demanded an earthly king, think-
ing it would be the final fix for their problems.
 
The Israelites, like us at times, decided they knew what 
was best for them. As you continue reading in the next 
couple of weeks, you’ll see this only caused more prob-
lems for Israel and the kings (and queens) that reigned 
over it. God, their true king, graciously took a step back 
and gave them what they wanted.
 

In the end they would 
see it was Him they 
truly needed, if only 
they would watch 
the throne.
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Sometimes the hardest part about be-
ing a Christian is that we make it hard 
on ourselves.

We know we aren’t perfect, but we try so hard to be. 
Then when we do something wrong we beat ourselves up.
 

The Bible is full of 
imperfect people. 
Take King Saul for example. Saul was the King of Israel when 
David killed Goliath with a slingshot. David saved the day. He 
was the nation’s hero! Saul grew jealous of all the attention 
that David was getting. So Saul tried to kill David.
 
Think about how crazy it is that Saul, the King of Israel, God’s 
people, was so jealous of the spotlight and so easily influ-
enced by other people’s opinion that it drove him to murder. 

Unfortunately things ended badly for Saul, but it wasn’t be-
cause he messed up. It’s because he continued the rest of his 
life running from God instead of turning away from his sin.

We have to remind ourselves that it is 
okay to not be perfect. 

The reason is Jesus. Jesus is perfect when we aren’t and if 
you’re a Christian He’s got your back. Decide to follow Jesus 
and if you mess up, admit it, and then make a change. 

God always uses flawed 
people that are willing 
to change. 
Read the full story of King Saul by starting in 1 Samuel 9.

SAUL
The Jealous King
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The thing that will destroy you.

Tiger Woods had a secret. He was living a double life, and 
because he pursued the desires of his own heart, the man 
who seemingly had everything lost it all.  
 
Tiger isn't the only man in history with a secret. 2 Samuel, 
chapters 11 and 12, tells the story of King David. 

David allowed the desires of his heart to ruin him by having 
an affair with Bathsheba, a beautiful woman he saw bathing 
on her roof, and getting her pregnant.

In a desperate attempt to cover up his mistake, he sends 
Bathsheba’s husband to the frontlines of battle, inevitably 
killing him.

David went from being 
an incredible king and 
warrior to an adulterer 
and murderer.  
David and Tiger Woods had it all. Tiger was the best golfer 
in the world. He had an incredible wife and kids, along with 
millions of dollars in endorsement deals. Because of his mis-
takes and secrets he has since lost his wife, custody of his 
children, his reputation, 100 million dollars in a divorce set-
tlement, and almost 25 million dollars in endorsements. His 
golf career has tanked. He hasn't won a major tournament in 
almost seven years. 

David was loved by his people, successfully led armies into 
battle—God even called him a man after His own heart. But 
David damaged his reputation, becoming an adulterer and 
murderer. And because of his affair, the child he had with 
Bathsheba died.  

DAVID
The Scandalous King

"I want to say to each of 
you, simply, and directly, 
I am deeply sorry for my 
irresponsible and selfish 
behavior I engaged in."  
Tiger Woods said this in a nationally-televised press confer-
ence on February 19, 2010. Tiger was apologizing because he 
had made some huge mistakes: Over the course of his mar-
riage he had committed adultery with over a dozen women. 

But, unlike Tiger, David turned to God when he was at his 
lowest point. Defeated, broken from his sin, he cried out, 
“Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast 
spirit within me. Do not cast me from your presence or take 
your Holy Spirit from me” (Psalm 51:10-11). 

Why did they do it?

Considering everything these men had before they made 
these mistakes you may ask the question, "Why did they do 
it?" The answer is simple: They let their secrets slowly de-
stroy them.

It's safe to assume both of these men weren't perfect guys 
one day and turned into adulterers the next. But they allowed 
their positions of fame and influence to become an excuse to 
get what they wanted; they got to a point where they thought 
they could get away with anything. 

Proverbs 28:13 tells us "Whoever conceals their sins does 
not prosper, but the one who confesses and renounces 
them finds mercy." 

When you cover your sin, 
God will expose you. But 
when you expose your sin, 
God will cover you. 
You are not God. You are not able to get rid of your sin through 
your own efforts, but by bringing it to Jesus.   

Read the full story of King David and Bathsheba by 
starting in 2 Samuel 11.
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We’ve all seen at least one on-screen 
character who starts off as the stereo-
typical “bad guy.”

And throughout the movie (or series) is transformed into one 
of the good guys, right? 

If you’re drawing a blank, think: Gru, Chuck Bass, Darth Vad-
er, the Terminator, etc. Most of the time, the transformation 
doesn’t happen overnight—it’s by one degree, and one day, 
at a time.

The Steady Decline

If King Solomon’s life were a movie, we would watch all of 
the above unfold—but in reverse. Solomon’s life started out 
in the right direction; as the son of David he was heir to his 
father’s throne, yet many years (and 700 wives) later, his heart 
had turned away from God (1 Kings 11:4) and the well-known 
phrase “…vanity of vanities, all is vanity” (Ecclesiastes 1:2) 
came from him. 

Not surprisingly, Solomon’s life turned upside down as his 
heart turned away from God. It didn’t happen after one 
wrong decision, but by one degree at a time. 
 
Although this was Solomon’s story, it doesn’t have to be 
yours. The Bible tells us that when we focus our attention on 
Jesus, we are “transformed into the same image from one 
degree of glory to another” (2 Corinthians 3:18).

 

Every Decision Matters

The small decisions we make every day will either lead us 
closer to God or away from Him. Decisions determine direc-
tion. Solomon found himself off-track with 700 wives and a 
heart that was not faithful to God. Where are the decisions 
you’re making leading you?
 
As you choose to make decisions that lead you to God, know 
that you are becoming more and more like Jesus. It won’t 
happen overnight, but it will happen—one degree, and one 
day, at a time.  

Read the full story of King Solomon by starting in 
1 Kings 1:28.
 

SOLOMON
The Indecisive King

Oprah Winfrey

$3,000,000,000
Steve Jobs

$31,600,000,000 
Mark Zuckerburg 

$33,300,000,000
Solomon

$46,645,455,394
Bill Gates

$81,800,000,000

But wait—there's more! 

The number you see here doesn't even cover all 
of Solomon's wealth. Solomon also frequently 
received gifts from surrounding nations such as 
gold, silver, armor horses and so on, every year. 

Solomon's temple was built with so much gold 
and silver that its estimated price today would 
be around $87 billion!

SOLOMON’S WEALTH
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Okay, let’s take a break from ancient kings for a sec-
ond and look at a modern-day king: LeBron James. 

Some might say he is the greatest basketball player of all time. Smarter people 
might say he's the second greatest basketball player of all time (behind Mi-
chael Jordan, of course).
 
Regardless of whether he is or isn’t the G.O.A.T., LeBron James is leaving a leg-
acy. In his NBA career he is deciding how people will remember him forever. 
Although you may never be as well known as LeBron, what you do with your life 
has the ability of reaching people you’ll never meet. How do you handle your life 
in a way that will impact people for the Kingdom of God? Here are some things 
we can learn from LeBron:
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Don’t let the opinions of what others 
say or think about you change who 
you are.

1818 19

Celebrities who let the media pressure them into fulfilling their expectations end up 
spinning out of control. LeBron, an Ohio native, left his very successful stint with the 
Miami Heat for the Cleveland Cavaliers, saying, “This is what makes me happy.”
 
But at the same time…

Never fall into the trap of thinking you 
can do it on your own.
Try all you want, but you will never be self-sufficient. You will always need the gifts and 
talents of other people—even kings and presidents have teams of advisors to help 
guide their decision-making. Unlike in the NBA, needing help to win at life is not a sign 
of weakness. Winners know that you can’t do life alone.

It’s not about you. It’s about the people you influence.

LeBron commented on going to Ohio, saying, “I know that I’m going into a situation 
with a young team and a new coach. I will be the old head. But I get a thrill out of 
bringing a group together and helping them reach a place they didn’t know they 
could go.”
 
The public may see LeBron as one of the best basketball players around, but he sees 
himself as something more important: a leader. 

Leading people isn’t a job; it’s a calling.
And the more people you take with you along the journey, the more lives will be im-
pacted by how you live your life.
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Sometimes it seems like it’s B and Jay’s world, and 
we’re just living in it. 

Maybe you’ve seen them courtside at seemingly every NBA game of all time. 
Or strolling the sidewalks of Paris, LA, wherever, and looking like a billion-ka-
million dollars. 

They have more talent in one pinky toe than someone with, like...a lot of talent. 
They’re all up in your iPod. Not to mention they’ve won over 80 music awards 
between the two of them. 

The fact remains: Power. Couple. 
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There’s a power couple in the Bible that ran the world too, 
just in a bad way.

Their names were King Ahab and Jezebel. Ahab was the King of Israel. The Bible says Ahab 
was a bad dude and he lived a life full of sin. Problem. To make matters worse, he married a 
woman that also did not serve God, Jezebel. Her plan was to kill all the prophets that were 
pointing people to worship the one true God.
 
To see how it plays out pick up the story in 1 Kings 16.
 
(SPOILER ALERT)
 
**The long and short of it is that Ahab and Jezebel have their way for a while and do some 
terrible things. Then God intervenes and it’s awesome. Also take a look at Jezebel’s death 
in 2 Kings 9—it’s gruesome.**
 
But besides the fact that individually they were terrible people, what made Ahab and Je-
zebel so bad for each other? They shared some common interests. Sure they weren’t always 
on the same page, but who is, right?
 

Ahab and Jezebel’s problem wasn’t 
their compatibility. The issue was that 
they were not listening to God. 
They had no relationship with Him. They weren’t concerned with doing things His way. 
Their own way was good enough for them.
 
Our relationships would be better if we made listening to Jesus and doing what He says our 
priority. God brings things together in a way that works. Doing things His way is not always 
easy, but it is worth it. And God’s plans bring about all kinds of “power couples” (friendships, 
marriages, etc.) closer together to do great things.

Read the full story of King Ahab and Queen Jezebel by starting in 1 Kings 16:29.

22
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Watch your kingdom split in two. 
As a result, Israel split into the Northern and Southern kingdoms, leaving Rehoboam with only two tribes. Then 
the two kingdoms went to war against each other—it’s this whole crazy deal that could’ve been avoided if 
Rehoboam would’ve listened good advice. 

HOW  TO
 A 

K ING DOM 
IN  10  DAYS
King Rehoboam’s Quick and Easy Guide to
Getting an Entire Kingdom to Rebel Against You
Read the full story of King Rehoboam by starting in 1 Kings 12.

The first step is to, obviously, become king. 
King Solomon had died and Rehoboam was next in line. Even though Solomon had made it clear Rehoboam 
was to be king, the people still had to get together and enter into covenant between God and the new king.

Listen to what your people
are saying. 
At this assembly the people protested the rule of King Solomon, saying that he 
worked them too hard and taxed them too much. They promised Rehoboam 
that if he made things easier on them, they would willingly serve him. Sounds 
like an easy decision to make, right?

Ask advice from your 
father’s wise council. 
So Rehoboam asks for three days to figure it out and goes to 
the council that advised his father, Solomon. They tell him to 
give the people what they want. 

Ignore
their advice.

Ask advice from 
your younger, 
cooler friends. 
It’s important to include here that his friends were also idiots.

Put your foot down 
and show ‘em 
who’s boss. 
Instead of showing his people compassion, Rehoboam pret-
ty much tells them, “You thought things were tough under 
King Solomon? You ain’t seen nothin’ yet!”
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The life of a queen seems like a pretty 
sweet deal. 

A queen gets all the perks of fame and fortune, while the king com-
mands an army and runs a nation. In 2 Kings 11, we see that the life 
of a queen wasn’t satisfying enough for Queen Athaliah. 

Queen Athaliah had grown up in royalty. She was the daughter of 
King Ahab and she married King Jehoram. Fame and fortune ran in 
her blood, but Queen Athaliah wanted more. She wanted more so 
badly that, after her husband died, she murdered all of her family so 
that she could have more power.
 
Queen Athaliah may seem a little crazy, but in some ways we are 
all like the Queen. We always want more. We always want the next 
best thing. We live lives that are never fully satisfied with what we 
have or who we are.

“I’m not pretty enough…”

“If only I were popular….”

“I wish I had more 
  followers…”

1. If you had to pick one word that describes your 
 personality, what would it be? 
  A Gullible 
  B Independent 
  C Curious 
  D Cautious 
  E Clever 

2. What would you choose to do on a Saturday? 
  A Take a nap 
  B Read a book 
  C Go swimming 
  D Build a snowman 
  E Go Dancing

3. If you had to be outside all day, what activity
 would you be doing?
  A Apple picking 
  B I’m staying inside 
  C Hanging out at the beach 
  D Playing in the snow 
  E Strolling through the city 

4. Your crush calls you by the wrong name, what 
 do you do?
  A Take the compliment 
  B Subtweet 
  C Change your name  
  D End of crush 
  E Correct them on the spot 

5. What does your castle look like? 
  A Small, cozy, in the woods   
  B Big, old, haunted 
  C Beach house 
  D Wooden floors, high ceilings, big ballrooms
  E Ritzy palace 

6. When you’re not at the ball, you’re wearing…
  A Nothing too flashy, just jeans and a flannel
  B A button-down, vest, and a Michael Kors watch
  C My bathing suit
  D It doesn’t matter, but my hair will be on point
  E From head-to-toe it’s all Nike

7. How would you describe your Prince Charming? 
  A Always down to save a damsel in distress
  B Looks don’t matter, as long he’s sweet
  C A guy who leaves me speechless
  D (I-N-D-E-P-E-N-D-E-N-T)
  E Tall, dark, and handsome

WHICH
DISNEY
PRINCESS
ARE YOU?

A

B

C

D

E

RESULTS
SNOW WHITE
You are just so sweet. You don’t want any trouble 
and you’ll go out of your way to not offend any-
body. Bless your heart.

BELLE
Despite being gorgeous yourself, you don’t judge 
by outward appearances. You stand up for what 
you believe in and you don’t follow the crowd. 

ARIEL
Your friends say you’re nosy but it’s because you 
care. And maybe you have gills.

IF YOU ANSWERED MOSTLY...

ELSA
Girl you’re cold. But not really. You actually care, 
you just enjoy your “me time.” Without it you may 
get cranky and freeze your entire community 
and nearly kill your sister who’s just trying to help. 
Take all the “me time” you need girlfriend.

JASMINE
You’re sweet but your swag is heavy. Hannah 
Montana might say you’ve got the best of both 
worlds. Maybe even a whole new world. 

Queen Athaliah murdered people she loved 
for more power and was later killed because 
of the decisions that she had made. 

Just like Athaliah, our determination for more in our own lives can 
end up hurting those closest to us and hurting ourselves. We must 
surrender the dissatisfaction we have with our own lives and find 
comfort in who God has created us to be.

Read the full story of Queen Athaliah by starting in 2 Kings 11.

AT H A L I A
Queen
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K I N G
H E Z E K I A H

Pretty bad news, right? 
But all Hezekiah could think was, “It won’t happen 
during my lifetime—I’ll enjoy peace and security as 
long as I live.”

The term for this is shortsightedness—the ability to see 
and care only about what’s right in front of you.

It’s hard to be passionate about the 
next generation. But it doesn’t mat-
ter what we do for Jesus now if it 
doesn’t impact others in the future. 

We can’t look into the future to see what’s going to 
happen. But how we invest in those that will come after 
us is vital to the Church. Who are you pouring into? Is 
there a younger person you can invest in to help pre-
pare them for the future?

The work of the Gospel 
doesn’t end with us. It 
will continue long after 
we’re gone.
Read the full story of King Hezekiah by starting in 
2 Kings 18.

Hezekiah made one major mistake 
as king.

The nation of Judah was in pretty bad shape when he 
took the throne. They had been conquered by invading 
armies, they worshipped idols instead of the Lord—
they were even making child sacrifices. 

So Hezekiah began to make some changes to the 
spiritual life of his people: He cleansed the temple, 
reinstated the Passover (a very important Jewish tra-
dition), and reorganized the priesthood. Things were 
looking good.

As he got older and closer to death, Isaiah the prophet 
prophesied over Hezekiah’s lineage. All of his posses-
sions would one day be cleaned out from his palace, 
and his sons would be servants to his enemies.

E M A I L
fusegroups@newspring.cc

G O  TO
w w w.newspring.cc/fuse

OR  TA L K  TO  A  HUM A N
f ind any leader  at  fuse!

MAKE
SOME
MEMORIES.
JOIN A
FUSE
GROUP.
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J O S I A H
Josiah, Hezekiah’s great-grandson, was just 
a kid in the ancient nation of Judah—and he 
became king when he was eight. 

What were you doing when you were eight years old? Playing around 
with some friends outside, watching TV, trying to avoid homework?
 
He came from a long family line of royalty. But his father and grand-
father before him weren’t so great. In fact, they were terrible kings 
and terrible people who turned their backs on God.
 
Josiah had a choice: He could follow in his family’s footsteps, who 
shut out God and did their own thing. Or he could choose to listen 
to God and understand what the nation was missing out on be-
cause they had rejected God.
 
He was 16 when he started trusting God and taking steps to 
follow Him.
 

What Makes All the Difference

Josiah had a chance to turn things around. He had the opportunity 
to make a difference—not just in his own life and family, but in the 
entire kingdom of Judah.

It’s never too early to trust 
Jesus and it’s never too late 
to come back to Him.
 
The difference between Josiah and the kings before him was that 
he responded when he heard God’s words in the Bible. Josiah 
didn’t just talk about obeying God; He took action and did it, no 
matter how much work it took.
 
Knowing what’s right doesn’t change things—doing what’s right 
does. And obedience to God can change everything.
 

Your Time Starts Now

What if God didn’t want you to wait to do something big? What if 
you don’t need to put it off until you’re older or have more things 
figured out? What if now is the best possible time you could make 
a difference in the world starting with your world?
 
Following God opens our lives up to accomplish more than we 
could ever do on our own.
 
When we look at Josiah, we might feel like failures. But God’s not 
done with our stories. Your story isn’t over. Regardless of your age, 
God can do amazing things through you.
 

You can make a difference.
Read the full story of King Josiah by starting in 2 Kings 22.

Became King
 

Began to seek God and entire country followed
 

Stopped idol worship by destroying shrines and altars in 
Judah and Jerusalem

 
Rebuilt the temple of the Lord and discovered the first Book 

of the Law (first five books of the Bible) that had been lost 
for years, then read it out loud to all the men in the nation

Killed in battle by Egyptian archers while defending Judah

08
16
18

25

31

Started second grade

Got driver's license

Graduated high school and legally able to vote

Able to rent a car

Watching 27 hours and 36 minutes of TV every week on average 

1. If you could vacation anywhere for a week where 
 would you go?
  A I’d stay home and chill
  B Paris
  C Los Angeles
  D Las Vegas 
  E In a penthouse suite in New York

2. Which of these is your favorite movie?
  A Space Jam
  B Hunger Games
  C Moneyball
  D Remember the Titans
  E The Dark Knight

3. If you were going to be famous for one thing what 
 would it be?
  A Winning championships 
  B Doing me 
  C Entertaining
  D Scoring touchdowns on Sunday 
  E It’s not about the fame

4. Which shoes are you most likely to wear?
  A Lebron 12’s
  B Yeezy Red Octobers
  C Clark’s Boots 
  D Nike Roshes 
  E Anything comfortable 

5. How would you describe your best friend?
  A Teammate
  B Whoever is throwing the party
  C Bae
  D I’m my own best friend
  E Sidekick

6. If you hit the lottery for $1,000,000,000 what’s the  
 first thing you would do?
  A Buy my favorite sports franchise
  B Hire 100 butlers so I can chill
  C Save it
  D Get it all in cash and make it rain
  E Give back to the community

7. What’s your favorite food? 
  A Anything healthy 
  B Steak 
  C PB&J 
  D Anything from Chick-fil-A 
  E Justice

WHICH 
MODERN 
DAY KING 
ARE YOU?

A

B

C

D

E

RESULTS
LEBRON
You haven’t forgotten where you came from, and 
at the end of the day you’re pretty down to earth. 
You enjoy hanging out with your boys and you’re 
more about the squad than yourself.

KANYE WEST
You’re not too concerned about what other people 
are doing, you’re just doing you. 

BRAD PITT
You’re like the dad of your friend group. You like 
having fun, as long as it’s safe and legal. Your 
friends may roll their eyes at you and say some-
thing like, “OK, DAD.” But he’s a terrific actor so 
things could definitely be worse.

IF YOU ANSWERED MOSTLY...

JOHNNY MANZIEL
You’re actually more like the prince that’s sooo 
ready to be king but probably has some maturing 
to do before the current king feels comfortable 
turning the kingdom over to you. Like the movie 
Thor. There’s no shame in that Chris Hemsworth 
game.

BATMAN
You’re the king that Gotham deserves, just not the 
one it needs right now. Or something like that. Se-
riously, King Batman? Are those words allowed to 
follow each other, or does that break some sort of 
awesome barrier in the universe?

30 31

AGEJOSIAH YOU

JOSIAH VS. THE AVERAGE AMERICAN
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But let’s look at ourselves and examine all of the areas in 
our life where we think we know best.

How many times have you done something out of your own best interest? Have you 
ever tried to control your life, to take the reins from God and steer things to go your 
way? How many times did it end in disaster?
 

And how many times did God meet 
you there, at your very lowest, ready 
to forgive you?
Ephesians 2:5 says God made us “alive with Christ”—even while we were dead in our 
sin. When our situation was hopeless, when it looked like our sin would forever keep 
us from God, He sent us a King that we didn’t expect—a small baby, born in a town 
too small to be noticed, in the arms of a 16-year-old girl. That baby was Jesus, and He 
would grow up to teach, perform miracles, and ultimately save the world.
 
Our sin was our death sentence. But God, rich in love and mercy, sent His only Son to 
die in our place. And, as a perfect and sinless sacrifice, He would be the final payment 
for the debt we owed.
 
“...being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obe-
dient to death—even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest 
place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every 
tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” 
(Philippians 2:8-11).

Jesus wants the throne.

As you can probably see from these stories of ancient kings, history tends to repeat 
itself. As we continually turn to other idols, to fight for control, and to fall into tempta-
tion, Jesus, the one true King, is waiting for us to turn back to Him. 

He is our true Provider—the One who knows what we need before we need it. Jesus 
is the King of Kings, the only one worthy of our worship, and He wants the throne of 
our heart.

God never intended for another king to rule Israel 
besides Him.

He knew that only He could supply the provision they needed. And yet, He gave the 
Israelites what they thought would fix their problems: an earthly king.
 
You may read stories about the Israelites and wonder how they could be so stupid—of 
course they should have listened to God! How could they have turned to other idols 
who would only lead to their destruction?
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