
Seed Stories in Mark 4

The Parable of the Growing Seed
 26 He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on 
the ground. 27 Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and 
grows, though he does not know how. 28 All by itself the soil produces grain—first 
the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head. 29 As soon as the grain is 
ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.”

The Parable of the Mustard Seed
30 Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable 
shall we use to describe it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of 
all seeds on earth. 32 Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all 
garden plants, with such big branches that the birds can perch in its shade.” 

	 Cedars of Lebanon
	 5 Solomon: “I intend, therefore, to build a temple for the Name of the 		
	 LORD my God,….6 So give orders that cedars of Lebanon be 			 
	 cut for me.”  1 Kings 5:5-6 (TIV)

	 22 “This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will take a shoot from 		
	 the very top of a cedar and plant it; I will break off a tender sprig from 		
	 its topmost shoots and plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23 		
	 On the mountain heights of Israel I will plant it; it will produce 			 
	 branches and bear fruit and become a splendid cedar. 				 
	 Birds of every kind will nest in it; they will find shelter in 			 
	 the shade of its branches.” Ezekiel 17:22-23 (TNIV)

The Parable of the Foolish Farmer
3 “Listen! A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, 
some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky 
places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was 
shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered 
because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and 
choked the plants, so that they did not bear grain. 8 Still other seed fell on good 
soil. It came up, grew and produced a crop, some multiplying thirty, some sixty, 
some a hundred times.” 9 Then Jesus said, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them 
hear.”  
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