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Chattooga River 
 

Thanks for choosing Nantahala Outdoor Center (NOC).  Since our start in 1972, we’ve introduced many to the beauty and 

exhilaration of outdoor adventure.  We are committed to providing you with the highest quality, most enjoyable 

experience possible. This information sheet will help you prepare for your upcoming trip.  Please share this information 

with everyone in your party and get ready for fun! 

 

 

What to bring… 
 

NOC provides the following: 

 Paddle 

 Personal Flotation Device 

 Paddling jacket  

 Helmet 

 Wetsuit 

 Lunch 
 

You need to wear: 

Shorts/swimwear 

 Water shoes or old sneakers. Sandals must have 

an ankle strap (no flip-flops). 

 T-shirt 

 Sunscreen 

 Sunglasses 

 Eyeglass strap 

During cooler weather: 

 Synthetic or wool clothing 

 Wool socks 
 

You need to bring: 

 Towel and a change of clothes and shoes 
 

Give every driver in your group: 

Directions 

 Check-in time (1/2 hour before your trip) 

 Reservation name and number 

 NOC’s phone number 
 

Leave behind: 

 Jewelry and watches 

 Electronics  

 Heavy cotton clothing like jeans and sweatshirts 

(they absorb water and won’t keep you warm) 

 Pets 

 Anything else you don’t want to risk losing or 

getting wet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forget something? 
 

From hats to t-shirts to ice cream, the Chattooga Outpost 

Store has everything you need for rafting.   
 

Photos 
 

An NOC photographer will capture your rafting 

memories for you to view and purchase after your trip.   

Water levels on natural-flow rivers change daily. We 

will take the appropriate size raft to provide the 

maximum fun for your trip. 
 

About your responsibilities 
 

We make every effort to run a quality trip, including 

instruction before and during each trip.  It is your 

responsibility to follow these instructions.  You will help 

paddle on any trip you choose, but the Chattooga River 

requires more strenuous participation.  It is your 

responsibility to evaluate your level of fitness and to 

select a trip which is appropriate.  Do not choose this 

river if you are significantly overweight (with a BMI 

(Body Mass Index) of greater than 40), pregnant or in 

poor physical condition.  Seek medical advice if you 

have had a life-threatening medical condition. The 

Chattooga River is in a remote area many miles from 

emergency care. 
 

Whitewater includes elements of risk.  NOC does not 

assume liability for personal injuries or deaths.  Each 

person must sign an Assumption of Risk and Waiver 

Agreement prior to the trip.  A responsible adult must 

cosign for anyone under the age of 18. 

 

Gratuities 
 

In any service industry, a tip is a token of appreciation.  

If you feel your guide provided exemplary service, then 

a tip is appropriate and appreciated, but never expected. 
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Directions 
 

NOC’s Chattooga Outpost GPS Coordinates: 
N34º 49.8297’ 

W083º 12.3578’ 

 

Physical Address:  

851A Chattooga Ridge Rd 

Mountain Rest, SC  29664 

 

NOC does not recommend the use of GPS devices or online mapping sites, 

as the directions they give can sometimes be confusing or suggest alternate 

routes to what we recommend. These routes can often double your travel 

time. We advise using the directions below. 

 

Please note that driving on winding mountain roads will take longer than normal to arrive at your destination. 
 

From Highlands, NC (approximately 35 miles) 

We recommend the following route instead of winding Hwy 28. It is more miles but takes the same amount of time.  

 Take Hwy 106 W (14 miles) to US 441 S (7 miles) to Clayton, GA.  

 Turn onto US 76 E (at the Walgreens) and go 8 miles to the Chattooga River Bridge.  

 Continue 2.1 miles past the bridge and turn left on Chattooga Ridge Road.  

 You will see a sign for Oconee State Park at the turn and a small blue street sign for “NOC Rafting”.  

 NOC’s Chattooga Outpost is on the right, 2.6 miles after the turn. 

 

From Clayton, GA (approximately 13 miles) 

 Turn onto US 76 E (there is a Walgreen’s at this turn) and go 8 miles to the Chattooga River Bridge.  

 Continue 2.1 miles past the bridge and turn left on Chattooga Ridge Road.  

 You will see a sign for Oconee State Park at the turn and a small blue street sign for “NOC Rafting”.  

 NOC’s Chattooga Outpost is on the right, 2.6 miles after the turn. 

 

From Walhalla, SC (approximately 17 miles) 

 Take US 28 to Mountain Rest, SC.  

 Take a left onto Chattooga Ridge Road immediately after you pass the Mountain Rest Post Office.  

 You will see a sign for US 76 at the turn. This is an easy turn to miss so watch carefully. If you pass the Mountain 

Rest Baptist Church on your left, you’ve missed the turn.  

 NOC’s Chattooga Outpost is on the left, 6.7 miles after the turn. 

 

From Westminster, SC (approximately 19 miles) 

 Take US 76 W towards Clayton, GA.  

 Drive 15.7 miles (you will pass Long Creek, SC) and turn right onto Chattooga Ridge Road.   

 You will see a sign for Oconee State Park at the turn and a small blue street sign for “NOC Rafting”.  

 NOC’s Chattooga Outpost is on the right, 2.6 miles after the turn. 

 

From Atlanta, GA (approximately 120 miles) 

 Take I-85 N to the junction of I-985. Take I-985 N to Gainesville, GA.  

 At Gainesville, I-985 turns into GA 365. Continue north on GA 365 to US 441 N to Clayton, GA.  

 Turn onto US 76 E (there is a Walgreens at this turn) and go 8 miles to the Chattooga River Bridge.  

 Continue 2.1 miles past the bridge and turn left on Chattooga Ridge Road.  

 You will see a sign for Oconee State Park at the turn and a small blue street sign for “NOC Rafting”.  

 NOC’s Chattooga Outpost is on the right, 2.6 miles after the turn. 

 

Arriving late will most likely mean missing your trip.  Please call if you are running late. 


