




Tiempo – Time def: {Spanish–English}
{masculine noun} 1 Time: justo a tiempo :{just in time}  
2 Period, age {en los tiempos que corren : nowadays} 3 Season, 
moment {antes de tiempo : prematurely} 4 Season, weather  
{hace buen tiempo : the weather is fine, it’s nice outside}   
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‘94 Final
 [In the ‘94 Final 8 players wear 
 Tiempo Premier out of  22.] 

Tiempo
Premier FG-E
[In the ‘94 Final 8 players wear 
Tiempo Premier out of  22.] 

Tiempo Legend II
 [Tiempo Legend II launched
 Designed for the Number 10 playmaker.] 

The Wall
 [Nike’s “The Wall” T.V commercial highlights the Tiempo boot.] 

Tiempo Premier M
 [Royal blue detail added] 

Tiempo Premier 3M
 [Nike block lettering heel replaced with the Swoosh] 

Tiempo Premier FG
 [New design with smaller Swoosh, uses Mecurial 1 FG plate] 

Nike Air Legend
 [Nike Air Legend launched. 
 A traditional look, a modern feel.] 

Ronaldinho
 [Wearing Tiempo Legend, Ronaldinho 
 is named World Player of the year..] 

Tiempo Ronaldinho
 [Tiempo Ronaldinho launched Nike’s first full signature line
  for any football player.] 

Tiempo Legend III
 [Tiempo Legend III launched and the new carbon
 fibre soleplate further enhances a classic.] 

Tiempo Super Ligera
 [Tiempo Super Ligera launched. 
 A more durable boot with narrower last] 

Tiempo Legend IV Elite
 [Tiempo Legend IV Elite launched. 
 Flywire technology, the softest leather,
 but no fold over tongue] 
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Tiempo Legend IV Elite

i. Tiempo Premier
 It was 1994, football and the world’s biggest 
sporting party was coming to America, and Nike was 
about to get involved. 

Six Seven

“We modified designs until we felt 
we had developed and refined a 
shoe that we knew could perform.”  
 — Dave Daly, Global Footwear Director, Football

To say they were gate-crashing would 
be unfair – they had been contributing 
to the game for a number of years – but 
it was time to become a force in the 
beautiful game. It was time to become 
relevant, and from that thought, all the 
energy, all the focus went on Tiempo. 

The 1994 Tiempo  Premier boot was 
Nike’s answer to the classic boots 
already available. Its original design, 
worn throughout the 1980s and early 
1990s, inspired the sleekness and 
narrowness of the ‘94 model but changes 
had to be made. Emphatically, they were.

Dave Daly, at the time Global Footwear 
Director, Football, was charged with 
developing this most important 
of boots and recalls the process –

“We literally stripped the boot apart and 
looked at each and every component,” 
he says. “We talked to players – from 
the very best in the world such as 
Paolo Maldini, right the way down to 
grassroots. We took all their feedback, 
we modified designs until we felt we had 
developed and refined a shoe that we 
knew could perform.”
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Soon, underneath a scorching 
Californian sun and in the 
biggest game on the planet, the 
world would know too. 
Eight of the twenty-two players 
who started that summer’s 
finale stepped from the tunnel 
wearing Tiempo. 

It was an inspirational moment 
for a boot that, over the course 
of the tournament had firmly 
made its mark on the game. 

Going into the summer of 1994, Nike 
took what they saw as a gamble and 
signed ten Brazilian players plus Paolo 
Maldini of Italy. It was a gamble that  
paid off. 

As the game’s protagonists from Italy 
and Brazil were wearing the boot in 
that final, the Tiempo had already won 
its crusade to be recognized as a shoe 
worthy of such a grand occasion. 

That day in California, a part of the 
world suited to hosting iconic and 
memorable premieres, the feeling 
was one of a new era. For Daly it was 
emotional. “We had proved we could 
make a truly, truly great football boot.” 

Eight Nine

Tiempo Legend IV EliteNike Tiempo



ii. Design Heritage
 Job done? No, it was time to take that instant 
classic and evolve. Not by adding overly flamboyant 
detail but by refining what was already great. Since ’94, 
that’s exactly what has happened. The new Tiempo 
offers innovation; it offers everything the player needs 
without drastically or unnecessarily diverting from its 
classic origins. 

That means never losing its comfort: the 
wonderfully snug fit is a Tiempo must-have 
and therefore so is the quality of leather, 
the defining characteristic of the boot.  
Soft? No, it must be better than that.  
That was always the intention and today, 
the new Tiempo and those who created it 
have sought and found the best, giving the  
boot a supple softness that enhances 
a player’s touchand is immediately 
distinctive to Tiempo. 

Something else with immediate distinction 
was the fold-over tongue found on the ’94 
original. The use of the stand alone Nike 
Swoosh on the fold of the tongue also gave 
the boot a fresh but iconic feel, while the 
block lettering as a heel detail on the ’94 
model added a distinctive visual element. 
The lettering was replaced, the tongue 
gradually refined. 

These changes were never drastic or 
frivolous just assured and knowledgeable, 
taking players’ feedback into account in 
order to continue the boot’s development 
and its seamless excellence. 

Ten Eleven 
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iii. Montebelluna
 The quest for excellence brought Nike  
to Montebelluna, a small town 40 miles south-east  
of Venice.

Montebelluna, dwarfed by the nearby  
Dolomites mountain range in the 
Southern Alps houses only 30,000 
people but is home – among those 
immersed in the art of shoemaking 
excellence – to a hefty reputation. 

A reputation gained in the late 19th 
century for making the best in outdoor 
and mountainous footwear and 
maintained today with no compromise 
in its quest for craftsmanship and 
skill. A quest that made it obvious that 
Montebelluna was made for Tiempo and 
Tiempo made for Montebelluna. 

Those working there understood. They 
got it. They heard what was required 
and went to work. The Tiempo was to 
be a traditional product, the Tiempo 
had to have a classic feel, a timeless 
look. To them that was what making 
footwear was all about. Montebelluna 
and the Tiempo were immediately a 
perfect match. To this day, the Tiempo 
remains absorbed by that tradition. It 
remains absorbed by that expertise. 

Tiempo Legend IV Elite

Twelve Thirteen

The Tiempo Legend IV 
Elite combines the latest  
Nike technology with 
traditional shoemaking 
techniques making it a 
truly unique product.

Change ameds

Montebelluna

ITALY

100 200 300 400 500
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iv. Nike Icons
 The boot that was born from obsession and 
immediately took centre stage. In that exhilarating 
summer of 1994, on the world’s biggest sporting stage, 
two players give their all to be named the world’s 
best. Paolo Maldini, the best defender on the planet 
against Romario, its best goalscorer. Defence vs Attack. 
The oldest of contests but now featuring a new star. 
Tiempo. An iconic and memorable moment. 
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v. The new  Tiempo Legend IV Elite
 It takes 128 steps to create the new  Tiempo 
Legend IV Elite and a total of 80 different components. 
56.50 meters of Flywire technology and 4,751 stitches go 
into each boot. Tiempo is seventeen years of this level of 
obsession, seventeen years of this detailed passion.  

The new boot is still about craft but it 
must also be about innovation.  It looks 
like Tiempo, it feels like Tiempo but it is 
a modern boot for elite players.

Tiempo must be soft. Upper softness 
was always a priority for the craftsmen 
making the boot. The soft leather, so 
appealing to those wearing Tiempo, 
remains the distinctive feature. 

Developed for Nike football, the leather 
has a 0.99mm thickness compared to the 
usual 1.5mm used elsewhere, and with 
minimal PU (Polyurethane) coating it 
is even lighter and softer than before, 
aiding an ultimate – even supernatural – 
touch. 

The leather used is the softest and 
strongest leather available today. 
Conceptualized as a gloving leather, it 
is  engineered for high-performance. An 
aniline leather means it has no applied 
Top Coat and is essentially ‘naked’ on 
top. This helps it retain the softness 
distinctive to Tiempo. It’s horizontal 
fibre structure and specific tannage 
process makes it highly resistant to 
abrasion. Soft but very tough. 

Sixteen Seventeen
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The boot has a cross-stitching pattern 
on the forefoot to minimize any over-
stretch, as does extra stitching on the 
lateral side of the boot. A clean surface 
over the big toe area further enhances 
comfort and performance. 

The carbon-fibre plate, first introduced 
in 2010, remains. Usually a boot will have 
another layer of infrastructure made of 
TPU, but the carbon-fiber has enough 
structure alone, taking the player lower 
to the ground and therefore giving the 
boot greater response. The plate also 
reduces weight by almost 40g compared 
to the traditional TPU plate product. 
The conical bladed/stud configuration 
introduced in 2004 remains.

Eighteen Nineteen

A carbon fibre sole unit reduces 
the weight of the Tiempo by 40g 
making it more responsive and 
ensuring greater performance.
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IV.

 Legend

 A single Tiempo Legend IV Elite requires 
128 stages of production starting from a single hide 
to the finished boot. 

 The toe section features 3 stitches for every 
1 cm. The upper components and Swoosh feature a 
total of 490 stitches. Each boot is held together with 
4,571 stitches.

Twenty Twenty One
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Total area 
covered by 
Flywire 
technology:

260.9mm X 

291.6mm / 

Total length of 
flywire used: 

56.50m,

4,571 

stitches in 
one boot

A single Tiempo 
Legend iv. has14lacing 
holes. Each
at exactly 3mm. 
in diameter

Lacing Holes

Total 
component
parts: 

80
Components 
for stitching: 54 per 
pair of boots

Components

Components 
for lasting: 

26 for 
1 pair  

Twenty Two Twenty Three

Tiempo Legend IV Elite

 Total dimension of Flywire technology stitching on 
boot: Width: 260.9mm by length: 291.6mm and measures 
a total length of 56.50 meters.

 Each boot features 14 lacing holes each measuring 
exactly 3mm in diamater. A total of 80 component parts  
and 26 components for lasting are used for each boot.

Nike Tiempo

Width 260.9 --Length 291.6



For those making the new Tiempo, 
their greatest challenge was to introduce 
Flywire technology into the natural 
leather around the midfoot and heel. 
Something that had never been done 
before. Working with the craftsmen 
at Montebelluna, Flywire threads 
were bonded to the leather without 
sacrificing any softness (and therefore 
touch). Flywire technology also reduces 
the layers of construction on the upper, 
keeping that supernatural softness.

The Tiempo’s sockliner retains its shape, 
making it more responsive to players’ 
movements, while an increased heel-cup 
shape and arch support give the boot 
the close fit that those accustomed to 
Tiempo have come to expect. 

Feedback from professionals influenced 
Tiempo losing its iconic fold-over 
tongue. Modern players spoke of the 
tongue moving around and creating 
a distraction. With this in mind the 
tongue is now simple and clean. This 
subtle change further reduces weight. 
The large size numbers on the inside of 
the tongue are an additional, retro detail.

On the heel an asymmetric stitching 
pattern is simple and traditional, all part 
of the boot’s heritage. It has a unique 
look. It retains a black and white color 
way but has a newer freshness epitomised 
by the orange detail for a younger, 
brighter look. 
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Flywire technology has been 
introduced to the Tiempo for the 
first time, adding both strength  
and suppleness.



“The new Tiempo offers a 
respect for the heritage of the 
boot, and what we wanted the 
Tiempo to represent. That is, a 
style of shoemaking, a snug fit, 
design that is understated not 
flamboyant. 
It’s about refinement and 
simplicity; it’s about respect for 
the athlete, not flashy design  
or features. It’s a timeless piece 
of craftsmanship.”

Twenty Six Twenty Seven

Tiempo Legend IV Elite

Dave Daly 
A man so engrossed in  the birth of 
Tiempo, looks at the new boot with a 
sense of pride.
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For more information: 
Nikemedia.com

Nike Tiempo



This book is made of the same supple 
leather used in the production of the 
Tiempo Legend IV Elite.

The Flywire detailing seen on the cover
is also used to give the boot added 
strength and stability.  




