
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today was all about intensifying the sessions and 
making the training far more dynamic. We were 
challenging those who we felt had done well yesterday 
to stay on that level or even get better, but also wanted 
to see those who might have not been at their best to 
up their game, otherwise they will be sweating when it 
comes to the cut on Thursday. The coaching staff got a 
lot down on paper in terms of notes on the guys and 
we feel we are now getting a real feel for who is in with 
a shout this week.” 
Jimmy Gilligan, Head Coach at the Nike Academy 

 
 
It was back to work for The Chance’s 100 Finalists today and whilst the 
Barcelona temperature was as high as yesterday, so was the standard set by 
these hungry, young footballers.  
 
The players were once again split into groups and put through their paces and 
if yesterday was about the basics and about the coaches gauging the basic 
skill levels of each player, today saw the finalists being put through their 
paces with more intricate and complex drills. 
 
“Yesterday we allowed for the travelling these guys had done and for the 
emotion of the situation that they find themselves in but now there are no 
excuses,” says head coach at the Nike Academy Jimmy Gilligan.  
 
Match situations and small-sided games allowed the players to express 
themselves and those watching were often treated to some fine examples of 
shooting and goalscoring. “As scouts and coaches we wanted to see the 
players in a game environment,” says Gilligan. “8v7 games, counter-attack 
drills and 1v1 were all very useful to my staff as we got a further taste of the 
players who look good enough to go through to the last two days and 
beyond.” 
 
Today saw the final session before tomorrow’s rest day but on Thursday the 
100 will be cut to 52.  It’s all to play for and every player still has time to 
impress the coaching staff.  “For those who are not so confident that they 
have had a good week, there is still one more 3 hour stint and plenty to play 
for,” says Gilligan. “It’s up to them.”  


