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Case #4288: VARIANCE 
  76-78 Atlantic Street 
   Map: 45, Lot: 162 
 

Owner/ William P. Walsh  
Applicant: 76 Atlantic Street 
  New Bedford, MA 02740 
 

 
Overview of Request:  The petitioner has submitted an 
application for a Variance relative to the subject 
property located within a Residential-B [RB] zoning 
district. The petitioner proposes to install a driveway 
located in front of one of the dwellings on the lot. 
Parking spaces are not allowed to be located in front of 
a dwelling under zoning ordinance. Additionally, as 
proposed, the driveway has a 2’ side yard setback on the south side, where 4’ is required under ordinance.  
 
As with all variances, the board must find: 
 

 There are circumstances relating to the soil 
conditions, shape or topography which especially 
affect the land in question, but which do not affect 
generally the zoning district in which the land or 
structure in question is located.  

 If the city were to literally enforce the zoning 
ordinance, due to these circumstances unique to 
this land or structure, it would mean substantial 
hardship to the petitioner.   

 The granting of the variance would not take away 
from the purpose of the zoning ordinance nor 
would it cause substantial detriment to the public 
good.   
 

Existing Conditions: The existing 5,671 sq. ft. lot has 53’ frontage on Atlantic Street and is 107’ in depth. Two 
dwellings are located on the lot with two separate addresses. In the front northwest corner of the lot is 76 Atlantic 
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76-78 Atlantic Street 
Proposed driveway location 

 

76-78 Atlantic Street 
Looking east from Atlantic Street 

 



Street a two-family dwelling (24’ x47’), while in the rear southwest corner is 78 Atlantic Street a single-family 
dwelling (24’x28’).  A shed is located in the rear yard along the north side property line. A picket fence is located 
along the front property line. A concrete walkway runs along the south side of 76 Atlantic Street leading to the 
front porch and north side of 78 Atlantic Street from the front gate.  

The property is located in the west end of the city in a neighborhood two blocks south of Hathaway Elementary 
School—on the block of Atlantic Street between Arnold Street and Maple Street. The neighborhood is comprised of 
single and two family dwelling. Single family dwellings are abutting this property in the rear while two-family 
dwellings flank the property on both the north and south sides. 
 
Proposal: The petitioner proposes to install an east-west oriented driveway (17.6’+ x 50’+) in the southwest portion 
of the lot in front of the 78 Atlantic Street dwelling. The driveway as proposed will be set back 2’ from the south 
side property line. The driveway northern and eastern edge follows the line of the existing concrete walkway. A 
driveway of the proposed size can accommodate four cars.  
 
For Consideration:  In considering each of the criteria necessary to grant the appeal, staff offers the following for 
the board’s consideration: 
 
 There are circumstances relating to the soil conditions, shape or topography which especially affect the land in 

question, but which do not affect generally the zoning district in which the land or structure in question is 
located. The lot is an existing nonconforming lot with two dwelling on one lot without any current 
accommodations for off-street parking.  
 
 

 If the city were to literally enforce the zoning ordinance, due to these circumstances unique to this land or 
structure, it would mean substantial hardship to the petitioner.  Any driveway proposed on this property would 
require a variance due to the location being in front of the dwelling at 78 Atlantic Street. The width could be 
reduced however the additional width brings the property closer into conformance with the required number of 
off-street parking spaces for the number of dwelling units on the property. The property is required to have 6 
off-street parking spaces under the current zoning 
ordinance (2 spaces per residential dwelling unit).  

 
 

 The granting of the variance would not take away from 
the purpose of the zoning ordinance nor would it cause 
substantial detriment to the public good.   The 
driveway serves to fulfill the competing zoning 
requirement for off-street parking spaces and reduces 
on-street parking in the residential neighborhood. 
Additionally, there are other similar existing 
nonconforming driveways present in the 
neighborhood.  
 

Directly west across Atlantic Street 
Similar existing driveway in neighborhood 
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76-78 Atlantic Street Map: 45, Lot: 162 
NOTE: Property line is approximate; for discussion purposes, only. 

 


