
STAFF COMMENTS           Page 1 of 5 

 

City of New Bedford 
Department of Planning, Housing & Community Development 

608 Pleasant St, New Bedford, Massachusetts 02740 
Telephone: (508) 979.1500   Facsimile: (508) 979.1575 

 

 

STAFF REPORT 
 
NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION MEETING      April 2, 2018 
 

DEMOLITION REQUEST 
 

CASE #2018.10: 2904 Acushnet Ave.    CASE #2018.11: 2914 Acushnet Ave.  
  (Map 130D, Lot 247)      (Map 130D, Lot 248) 
       
OWNER: Kevin Burgess      OWNER: Neil A. & Erica S. Meunier 
  2904 Acushnet Ave.      2914 Acushnet Ave. 
  New Bedford, MA 02745     New Bedford, MA 02745 
     
APPLICANT:  Farland Corporation    APPLICANT:  Farland Corporation 
  Mr. Christian Farland      Mr. Christian Farland 
  401 County Street      401 County Street 
  New Bedford, MA 02740     New Bedford, MA 02740 

 
OVERVIEW: The applicant is seeking the demolition of the two residences and barn. The proposed development 
of the parcels has yet to be determined; however the applicant has indicated the intent to develop the parcels in 
a commercial manner similar to the abutting property uses.  
 
EXISTING CONDITIONS: The two abutting parcels are situated in the far north end of the City, on the east side of 
Acushnet Avenue, near the intersection of Phillip’s Road. The properties were originally a single parcel of land 
and were subdivided in 1975. The barn is situated on both parcels and a shared semi-circular driveway provides 
vehicular access to the properties. An additional vacant parcel of land was historically associated with these two 
parcels, and is located directly south of 2904 Acushnet Avenue and is owned by the applicant. This portion of 
Acushnet Avenue is zoned Mixed Use Business and is predominately characterized by a variety of commercial 
uses. 
 
 
 

PATRICK J. SULLIVAN 
 DIRECTOR 

 

 

 

 

2904 & 2914 ACUSHNET AVENUE DEMOLITION REQUEST 
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The residences and the barn date from the late 19th century as 
referenced by historical maps and directories. The residences are 
identical in plan and are two story, wood framed, gable end, 
vernacular structures which have been re-sided with vinyl and original 
windows replaced.  
 
The barn most likely pre-dates the residences and is an English style 
barn, often referred to as a Yankee Barn, the most common type 
found throughout New England. The Yankee Barn was built for grain 
farming and has its doors centered on the long side of the structure 
as opposed to its gable ends. An ell is attached to the south side of 
the barn.   
 
Stone walls remain on these properties and the open land which 
abuts the rear of the parcels has recently been approved for a 27 lot 
residential subdivision.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Locus Map   

View of properties looking south on Acushnet Avenue  

View of properties looking north on Acushnet Avenue  

2914 Acushnet Avenue                                                                                             2904 Acushnet Avenue 
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STATEMENT OF APPLICABLE GUIDELINES: Sec. 2-157. Demolition Delay of Buildings and Structures-Purpose: 
The purpose of Sections 2-157 through 2-157.9 is preserving and protecting significant buildings and structures 
within New Bedford, which constitute or reflect distinctive features of the architectural, cultural, economic, 
political or social history of the City and limiting the detrimental effect of demolition on the character of the 
City. Through Sections 2-157 through 2-157.9, owners of Preferably Preserved Historic Buildings and Structures 
are encouraged to seek out alternative options that will preserve, rehabilitate or restore such buildings, and 
residents of the City are alerted to impending demolitions of significant buildings.  
 
By preserving and protecting significant buildings, structures, streetscapes and neighborhoods, this Ordinance 
promotes the public welfare by making the City a more attractive and desirable place in which to live and work. 
To achieve these purposes, the New Bedford Historical Commission is authorized to advise the City Council with 
respect to demolition permit applications. The issuance of demolition permits is regulated as provided by this 
Ordinance. 
 
The provisions of the Demolition Delay Ordinance shall apply only to any building or structure that, in whole or 
in part, was built seventy-five (75) or more years prior to the date of the application for the demolition permit, 
and is: 
 

 A building or structure listed or eligible to be listed on the National Register of Historic Places, or within 
an area listed on the National Register of Historic Places, or on the State Register of Historic Places; 

 A building or structure importantly associated with one or more historic persons or events, or with the 
broad architectural, cultural, economic, political or social history of the city, or; 

 A building or structure which is historically or architecturally significant in terms of period style, method 
of building construction or association with a significant architect or builder either by itself or as a part 
of a group of buildings, or; 

 A building or structure located within one hundred fifty (150) feet of a federal, state or local historic 
district boundary. 

 
FOR BOARD MEMBER CONSIDERATION:  
Historical Context 

 
The Spooner Family 
The Pilgrims landed in Plymouth in 1620 and the local land mass known as Dartmouth was purchased from 
Wamsutta in 1652. Old Dartmouth as it is referred to, was a large expanse of land ranging from Westport to 
Wareham. Old 
Dartmouth had its first 
settlements in 
Russell’s Mills, and 
eventually settlers 
established areas in 
Fairhaven and lastly 
New Bedford. New 
Bedford’s charter was 
not established until 
1787, as it separated 
from Dartmouth but 
retained Fairhaven 
and Acushnet. In 1812 
Fairhaven was set off 
from New Bedford, 
and Acushnet set off in 
1860.  
 

1938 Aerial Demonstrating Property’s Relationship with Spooner Farmland 

Acushnet Ave. 
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The Spooner family was an early 
settlement family in Old Dartmouth. 
William Spooner (1621-1684) came to 
Plymouth in 1637 as an indentured servant 
and moved to Acushnet, within the Old 
Dartmouth purchase, in 1660. The Spooner 
family became prolific in size, with 
William’s descendants settling in 
Fairhaven, Acushnet and New Bedford. It is 
widely documented that William Spooner 
and his sons built the first mill in 
Dartmouth at Head of the River, in what is 
now Acushnet.  
 
The Spooners were a  well respected 
farming family whose land holdings were 
primarliy located north of Acushnet 
Village. William Spooner established a 
farmestead on the east side of what was 
then referred to as County Rd, or the road 
that leads to the Freetown Furnace. It was 
originally part of Dartmouth, then part of 
Fairhaven, then Acushnet, and in 1860 
became part of New Bedford.  Property 
deeds and maps demonstrate that this 
property was continuosly used for farming 
until the mid 20th century, with several 
members of the Spooner family owning 
adjoining parcels of land. The main 
Spooner homestead abutted the subject parcels to the north and the only remaining original structure related to 
that homestead and the Spooner family is the barn located to the rear of the residences. 
 
Architectural Significance 
New Bedford’s agricultural heritage has not been fully documented, 
fully appreciated or well preserved. The northern portion of the City 
was  chiefly an agricultural community, with several grist and saw 
mills, iron forges, blacksmithing and shops which drove the economy 
prior to the  advent of the whaling industry in the early 19th century.  
 
The residence structures located at 2904 and 2914 Acushnet Avenue 
were most likely constructed by John Alex Spooner (1828-1903) and 
have little architectural significance, as their original historic fabric 
has been altered.  
 
The barn is associated with the Spooner family and is a good 
example of a Yankee Barn which retains its original form and 
massing. Without an inventory, it is difficult to state with any 
certainty, but it may be one of the last few agricultural barns in 
existence within the City. 

 
 
 
 
 

1855 Acushnet Map Demonstrating Spooner Family Land Holdings 

North and East Elevations of Barn 

West Elevation of Barn 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The ultimate measure of a building’s historic significance is its relationship to the 
National Register of Historic Places. To be considered eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places 
a property must be at least 50 years old and possess historic significance and integrity. 
 
The properties are significant due to their relationship with the Spooner family, the region’s agricultural past, 
and the development of the northern section of the City. The residential structures, although associated with 
the Spooner family, have been altered. The barn, which retains its original form, massing and materials, is a 
good example of its regional barn type and is significant due to its connection with the Spooner family and its 
long –term agricultural use. 
 
The properties are lacking in integrity, as they no longer possess their historic qualities of setting and feeling. 
Setting is one of the primary factors contributing to the historic character of a barn. The land surrounding the 
barn is no longer used for agricultural purposes and the types of buildings associated with farming in the 
surrounding area have been irrevocably lost to incremental commercial development. Furthermore, the feeling, 
or property’s sense of time and place, is absent as the barn currently lacks context to its commercial 
surroundings.  
 

Historic barns form a vital part of our region’s heritage and many have been adapted for housing or dismantled 
for their valuable lumber.  Barns which no longer serve their original function are difficult to save from 
encroaching development, and are not easily retrofitted for an economically viable use. The applicant has 
indicated within his application that he would donate the buildings to anyone who is willing to relocate them 
within a reasonable timeframe, and if demolition granted, would salvage and reuse the barn’s lumber in a future 
project. 
 
The properties have historical significance, however they lack integrity of setting and feeling; and due to their 
location surrounded by commercial development, will not likely experience adaptive reuse. For these stated 
reasons, Staff recommends that the structures not be preferably preserved. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 1975 Subdivision of Subject Parcels 


