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STAFF REPORT 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS MEETING           MEETING DATE: March 15.2018 

STAFF REPORT DATE:  March 12. 2018 
 

Case #4322: VARIANCE 
   
Property: 3330 Acushnet Ave 
  Map: 132I Lot: 61 
 
Zoning: MUB 
 

Owner: Tony Patterson 
 3330 Acushnet Ave 
 New Bedford, MA 02745 
  
Applicant: Tony Patterson 
 3330 Acushnet Ave 
 New Bedford, MA 02745 
   
 
 
Overview of Request: Notice is given of a public hearing on the petition of: Louisiana Realty Trust c/o Lesley 
M. Patterson & Tony Patterson (3330 Acushnet Avenue New Bedford, MA) for a Variance Chapter 9 
Comprehensive Zoning sections 2300 (accessory building and uses), 2310 (general), 2330 (accessory 
structures), 2331 (private garages), 2700 (dimensional regulations), 2710 (general), 2720 (table of 
dimensional requirements – appendix B, side yard), 2750 (yards in residence district), and 2755 (side yard); 
relative to property located at 3330 Acushnet Avenue, assessors’ map 132I lot 61 in a Mixed Use Business 
[MUB] zoned district. The petitioners propose to erect a 14’x42’ attached garage as plans filed. 
 
As with all variances, the board must find: 
 
 There are circumstances relating to the soil conditions, shape or topography which especially affect the 

land in question, but which do not affect generally the zoning district in which the land or structure in 
question is located.  

 If the city were to literally enforce the zoning ordinance, due to these circumstances unique to this land 
or structure, it would mean substantial hardship to the petitioner.   

 The granting of the variance would not take away from the purpose of the zoning ordinance nor would it 
cause substantial detriment to the public good.   

 

3330 Acushnet  Ave 
Looking east from Acushnet Ave 

 



Existing Conditions: The 1,040sq. ft., single family ranch 
style property is located on Acushnet Avenue, in a MUB 
zone. There is currently an asphalt driveway, with a 
fenced area at the end of the driveway. The current 
frontage is 65’ with a 187’ depth. 
 
Proposal: 
The petitioner proposes to add a garage to the end of 
the driveway area next to the single family home on the 
property. The proposed structure is 14’x42’ and would 
be attached to the side of the house. 
 
The addition of the garage will not comply with required 
setback therefore, requiring a special permit. The 
addition of a garage would not be unique to the location, 
as there are other residential properties with detached 
garages in close proximity to the subject location.  
 
Side setbacks as proposed to the north and south are as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
For consideration: 
 

 There are circumstances relating to the soil conditions, shape or topography which especially affect 
the land in question, but which do not affect generally the zoning district in which the land or 
structure in question is located.  The applicant states that there are two large boulders in the ground 
in the area where such a garage could be located, but that removal of such stone would be costly to 
the owner.  As such, the location proposed, though requiring relief, is being requested.  

 

 If the city were to literally enforce the zoning ordinance, due to these circumstances unique to this 
land or structure, it would mean substantial hardship to the petitioner. The petitioner states that 
the proposed garage is intended to provide accessibility in order to accommodate a family hardship 
related to mobility challenges. The applicant states that due to the land slope and existing shed 
structure of the premises, the applicant would not be able to drive out of the garage area if located 
in an area that would not require setback relief.  

 

 The granting of the variance would not take away from the purpose of the zoning ordinance nor 
would it cause substantial detriment to the public good. The proposed garage would be set back off 
of the street and buffered from abutting properties by trees to its east and north. 

 Existing Allowed Proposed 

North Side setback 14’ 2” 10’ 2’ 8” 

South Side setback 10’ 6” 12’ 10’ 6” 

3330 Acushnet Ave, Driveway 
Looking east from Acushnet Ave 



3330 Acushnet Ave Map: 132I, Lot: 61 
NOTE: Property line is approximate; for discussion purposes, only. 

 

 
 

 
 


