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City of New Bedford 
Department of Planning, Housing & Community Development 

608 Pleasant St, New Bedford, Massachusetts 02740 
Telephone: (508) 979.1488    

 

 

STAFF REPORT 
 
NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION MEETING               August 6, 2018 
 
 
 
CASE #2018.24: CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS  
   51 Elm Street (Map 53, Lot 19) 
     
APPLICANT: City of New Bedford 
  133 William Street  

New Bedford, MA 02740  
 

APPLICANT’S Mount Vernon Group Architects Inc., 
AGENT:                47 N. 2nd Street  

New Bedford, MA 
 

 
 
OVERVIEW: The applicant is seeking to install exterior signage associated with the structure’s current 
comprehensive rehabilitation. 
 
EXISTING CONDITIONS: The Elm Street Garage, 
constructed in 1976 in the Brutalism form of 
architecture, is a reinforced concrete structure 
which has been undergoing a comprehensive 
interior and exterior rehabilitation over the last 
two years. It is the primary parking structure for 
visitors to the downtown and to the New 
Bedford Whaling National Historical Park. The 
Elm Street Garage is a non-contributing structure 
within the District. 
      
PROPOSAL: In an effort to make the garage 
structure safe and attractive, the ongoing 
rehabilitation has included structural repairs and 
stabilization, facade and lobby improvements, 
lighting and security upgrades, installation of 
auto pay units, door and window replacement, 
and areas of façade resurfacing. Those items of work were reviewed by the NBHC and a Certificate issued in 
June 2016, with the condition that the applicant return with signage specifications. The current signage package 
has several elements that aid pedestrians and vehicles to orient themselves to the appropriate entrances and 
help to brand the structure as a visitor destination. See submitted Sign Package for details.  

PATRICK J. SULLIVAN 
 DIRECTOR 

 

 

 

 

Elm Street Garage looking northeast. 

Existing signage on Elm Street façade. 
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STATEMENT OF APPLICABLE GUIDELINES: The Bedford Landing District Design Guidelines state the following 
relative to this proposal: 
 

SIGNAGE: Signs should complement the architecture or site where they are placed as well as make a 
positive contribution to the District. The overall goal is to create signage which complements the 
architecture without creating visual clutter and which reflects the historic use of signage in the District 
 

 All signs shall be installed in such a manner as to ensure that the installation does not create 
damage or loss of historic fabric and that the installation is temporary or reversible. 

 The size and shape of the sign should be proportionate with the scale of the structure. 

 Sign materials should be chosen to complement the property that the sign identifies. 

 Signs that require lighting should be spot lit with shielded, incandescent bulbs in order to prevent 
light scatter. Internally lit and neon signs are not permitted and are inappropriate in the District. 

 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  
The signage proposal consists of several elements that are broken down per façade: 
 
West Façade:  
The applicant proposes to remove the existing Parking 
Sign which located on the upper level west wall of the 
garage structure and replace it with the universal 
symbol for parking. The 5’ circular “P” sign will be 
internally channel lit, with a painted aluminum circle 
backer and a 5” raised white acrylic face lit channel “P”, 
anchored to the concrete fascia. 
 
Also proposed is a 12” high X 9’-5” wide single face, non-
illuminated wall sign constructed of white painted 
acrylic letters centered directly above the first level 
vehicular entrance and anchored to the concrete fascia. 
 
Although internally lit signs are not permitted within the 
District, there are several factors to consider relative to 
the signs proposed for the west façade. The garage is a non-contributing building and the west façade of the 
garage is also the west boundary of the District. The internally lit “P” sign is approximately 30’ above ground 
level, and due to its height, does not adversely affect surrounding historic resources or viewsheds.  
Staff recommends the approval of both proposed signs on the west façade. 
 
South Façade: 
The applicant proposes to install a non-
illuminated opaque digital print image on a 
horizontal concrete canopy which exists at 
the Elm Street vehicular entrance and 
adjacent to the garage lobby. The graphic 
film will be divided into two sections and 
applied to an aluminum backing which is 
anchored to the concrete fascia with 
aluminum angle bolts.  
 
Staff recommends the approval of the 
proposed digital print sign at this location. 

Proposed west façade signage. 

Proposed digital print sign at Elm Street entrance. 
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A non-illuminated, 2’ circular universal symbol 
“P” wall sign is proposed to be situated 
adjacent to the Elm Street lobby entrance 
mounted 70” above grade. The sign is painted 
aluminum secured to the metal wall fascia with 
rods and silicone.  
 
A new metal canopy has recently been 
installed above the Elm Street lobby entrance. 
Non-illuminated lettering is being proposed to 
be installed within the canopy fascia. The 
individual letters are blue painted acrylic 
measuring 10-1/2” high with a total length of 
20’, secured to the canopy with blind stud rods 
and silicone.  
 
Staff recommends the approval of the non-illuminated parking symbol sign at the lobby entrance and the sign 
lettering within the lobby canopy fascia.  

 
In 2008 new parking signage was installed at the Elm Street entrance of 
the garage.  A surface mounted brushed silver aluminum sign with an 
illuminated universal “P” symbol was installed on the south wall of the 
first story parking deck, above the vehicular entrance, and will remain 
unmodified. A double faced non-illuminated projecting sign was mounted 
on the easternmost structure pylon at the main entrance. This sign is 
mounted approximately 14’ above the sidewalk and measures 10’high X 5’ 
wide, and is brushed silver aluminum with a non-illuminated universal  “P” 
symbol in blue and white, with black lettering at the bottom, identifying 
the garage name.  
 
The applicant is proposing to modify the existing projecting sign by 
refacing the brushed silver aluminum sign face, sides and bottom with a 
yellow base paint and applying a digital color block print on both sign 
fronts around the circular universal “P” symbol.  
 
The proposed modification to the existing projecting sign reflects the 
interior garage identification signage which uses a combination of imagery 
and color coding for each floor to visually connect users to their parking 
location. This is the only proposed exterior location for these colors.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 

 
 

Proposed south lobby façade signage. 

Existing Elm Street entrance signage. 

Garage interior color coding identification signage. Proposed Elm Street entrance modification. 
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Tower Facades: 
Two internally lit wall surface signs are 
proposed for the uppermost sections of the 
elevator tower’s east and south walls. The 
signs are 7’-6” square with 3” deep acrylic 
faced channel letters and logo with translucent 
digital print applied.  
 
This sign and associated logo reflects the city’s 
new branding which consists of the NB 
logotype with the lighthouse and the “lighting 
the way” tagline.  
 
Although internally lit signs are not permitted 
within the District, Staff believes that this sign 
will not adversely affect nearby historic 
resources or the District due to their 
placement approximately 60’ above the 
ground.  
 
Additionally, the use of signage which utilizes 
standardized branding will help to market this 
utilitarian parking garage as a city asset and 
will visually orient visitors to its location from 
Route 18, which is the direction from which 
most visitors enter into the city.  
 
Staff recommends the approval of the tower 
logo signage.  
 

Proposed tower logo signage. 


