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Case #4338:SPECIAL PERMIT 
   
Property: 244 Chestnut Street 
  Map:71, Lot:217 
 
Zoning: Residential B 
 

Owner: Bethany DeGrace 
 Kenneth DeGrace 
 244 Chestnut Street 
 New Bedford, MA 02740 
  
Applicant: Dupre Inc.,  
 C/O Joseph Dupre III 
 369 Nash Road 
 New Bedford, MA 02746 
   
Overview of Request: Notice is given of a public 
hearing on the petition of: Bethany and Kenneth 
DeGrace (244 Chestnut Street, New Bedford, MA) for 
a Special Permit under Chapter 9 Comprehensive 
Zoning Sections 1200 (definitions-lot-Frontage of: a 
lot line coinciding with the sideline of a street which 
provides both legal rights of vehicular access and 
actual physical vehicular access to a lot, said line to 
be measured continuously along a single street for the entire width of the lot. Vehicular access to a building 
site on the lot shall be exclusively through the legal frontage of the lot),3100 (parking and loading), 3110 
(applicability), 3149 (special permit vehicular access to a building accessed from a public way does not 
constitute frontage of a lot), 5300-5330 & 5360-5390 (special permit); relative to property located at 244 
Chestnut Street, Assessors’ map 71 lot 217 in a Residential B [RB] zoned district.  
 
The petitioner has filed plans which propose to install the driveway entrance at the rear of the property on 
Merrimac Street, rather than fronting on Chestnut Street.  

 

244 Chestnut Street 
Looking east from Chestnut Street 

 



As with all Special Permits, the ZBA must determine that the benefit to the City and the neighborhood 
outweighs the adverse effects of the proposed use. To this end the board shall consider each of the 
following in its determination:  
 

a) social, economic, or community needs which are served by the proposal;  
b) traffic flow and safety, including parking and loading;  
c) adequacy of utilities and other public services;  
d) neighborhood character and social structures;  
e) impacts on the natural environment; and potential fiscal impact, including impact on city services, 

tax base, and employment.  
 

Existing Conditions: The 1600 SF, Gambrel style single family, two-story 
residential property is located on Chestnut Street, on the corner of 
Chestnut and Merrimac Streets in the city’s west end. The front of the 
property is situated west on Chestnut Street with Merrimac Street located 
on the north side of the property in a Residential B zone. The site’s parcel 
is a 2,668 SF corner lot, with 45’ of frontage on Chestnut Street, and 60’ on 
Merrimac Street (northside). There is an existing 10’X29’ pervious gravel 
area located in the rear northeast of the property. A concrete walkway 
wraps around the southside of the gravel area. The southside of the 
property is predominately a green space. Additionally, the property has a 
fenced in yard encompassing the south perimeter of the side yard. 

 
The west end neighborhood, located a few blocks northeast from Sacred 
Heart Nursing home, is comprised of single and two-family dwellings. 
Directly abutting to the south and east (rear) are single family dwellings 
with driveways. At the intersection the other three corners have one 
family dwellings, two which have driveways located in the rear. 
 
Proposed Conditions: 
The petitioner is proposing to install a north-east oriented, 12’ driveway 
entrance in the rear northeast corner of the property, accessible from a 
proposed curb cut on Merrimac Street, rather than the legal frontage on 
Chestnut Street. The proposed driveway entrance would extend south 29’ into an existing pervious gravel 
area. The gravel area is surrounded by a concrete walkway to the south and a 4’ grass area to the north.  
 
In regards to the criteria necessary to grant the special permit, staff offers the following: 
 
a.) Social, economic or community needs which are served by the proposal. The petitioner states that the 
proposed rear northerly location would allow for a more convenient and spacious driveway. The petitioner 
adds the existing green space on the south side of the property on Chestnut Street is used for a children’s 
play area. Staff acknowledges that the southside of the property is predominately a green space enclosed by 
a chain link fence.  
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b.) Traffic flow and safety including 
parking/unloading. The petitioner states that the 
proposed driveway entrance on Merrimac Street 
would allow for a safer ingress & egress for the 
homeowner and increase on street parking for the 
neighbors. Additionally, the petitioner mentioned the 
proposed location is a dig safe area. Staff 
acknowledges that Merrimac and Chestnut Street are 
two-way streets with on-street parking on both sides 
of the street. Staff notes that the proposed driveway 
entrance would provide two tandem off-street parking 
spaces.  
 
c.) Adequacy of utilities and other public services.  
Petitioner and staff note that there would be no 
consumption of utilities for the proposal.  
 
d.) Neighborhood character. The petitioner states 
that the neighborhood is a low density residential 
neighborhood comprised of single and two-family 
homes. The petitioner also noted that the proposed 
driveway entrance would not impact the character of 
the neighborhood and would only compliment the 
neighborhood by freeing up on-street parking for the 
neighbors. Staff notes that two of the four corner 
properties at this intersection have driveways, located 
in the rear of the property. The driveway entrance in 
the rear as proposed, therefore, would not be out of 
character with the immediate neighborhood.  
 
e.) Impacts on the natural environment. The 
petitioner has indicated there will be no 
environmental impacts as a result of this proposal. 
Staff notes the area proposed for the driveway is 
comprised of compacted stone and pavement and 
there would be little to no change in land cover.   
 
f.) Potential fiscal impact, etc. The application 
indicates that the proposed driveway entrance on 
Merrimac Street would have no fiscal impact on City 
services, tax base or employment. Staff notes that the 
proposal of a driveway entrance could potentially 
increase property value. 

 

                                        Rear Yard: Merrimac Street 
Looking south from Merrimac Street 

 

244 Chestnut Street 
Looking east on Chestnut Street 



 

244 Chestnut Street Map: 71, Lot: 217 
NOTE: Property line is approximate; for discussion purposes, only. 

 


