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City of New Bedford 
HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

133 William Street, New Bedford, Massachusetts 02740 
Telephone: (508) 979.1488    

 
 
 

MINUTES 
August 6, 2018 

  City Hall, Room 314 -133 William Street 
 

Members Present:    Members Absent: 

  
Diana Henry, Chair  Alex Jardin 

Bill King, Vice Chair 
Janine da Silva 
Bill Barr 
 

Secretary and City Planning Staff: 
Anne Louro, Preservation Planner 

James Lopes 

 

 
 
Call to Order: 
D. Henry called the meeting to order at 6:02 P.M. 
 
Roll Call:  
A formal roll call was conducted confirming a quorum of the members present as stated above.  

 
Approval of Minutes: 
The minutes of the July 9, 2018 public meeting were approved.  
 
Public Hearings:  
 
Case #2018.22 – NS Rose Alley (Map 53, Lot 194) 
Certificate of Appropriateness: Construction of an Accessory Structure 
 
Ryan Rapoza, General Manager of Rose Alley, presented the application proposing a small shed to store empty 
kegs as a means of concealing them from the public view. He explained that the building materials would 
match the shed directly across the Alley, adjacent to Cork. In response to B. Barr, Mr. Rapoza stated that the 
shed would not be on a poured foundation, but on a raised wood sill. There was discussion relative to the 
shed’s siting on the property and its location relative to property lines. B. King asked about cars obstructing the 
shed entry, with A. Louro stating that a small “no parking” sign could be approved by Staff.  
 
Members briefly discussed the materials of the shed, noting that the door and window manufacturer 
specifications were not submitted.  
 
 
 

JONATHAN F. MITCHELL 
 MAYOR 
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MOTION to open the public hearing. Moved by J. da Silva and seconded by B. King. 
Motion carried. 
There were no public comments offered or recorded in favor of the petition, nor in opposition to the petition. 
 
MOTION to close the public hearing. Moved B. King and seconded by J. da Silva. 
Motion carried. 
 
B. Barr noted the shed’s proximity to the property lines, and although recognizing that it was not part of the 
design review, wondered if the abutting neighbors approved. A. Louro explained the zoning relative to 
setbacks, and J. DA Silva noted that the abutters were mailed meeting notifications.  
 
MOTION to approve Case #2018.22 for NS Rose Alley (Map 53, Lot 194) and grant a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for the proposed accessory shed structure with the condition that the applicant work with 
Commission Staff to determine the  specifications for the signage, windows, doors, and any other associated 
items not stipulated within the application.   
Motion moved by J. da Silva and seconded by B. Barr. 
Motion carried. 
 
Case #2018.23 – 93 Union Street (Map 53, Lot 154) 
Certificate of Appropriateness: Installation of a Wall ATM. 
 
Jorge Figueiredo, Mount Vernon Group architect, and Paul Pacheco, Clerk of St. Anne Credit Union, presented 
the application for the ATM. Mr. Figueiredo briefly explained the modification to the west elevation of the 
building to accommodate a new ATM, to include an extension of the roof slope over the ATM area. Mr. 
Figueiredo noted the probable intention of removing the teller window at a future date. In response to B. Barr, 
both applicants stated that there was no planned associated signage with the proposed ATM.  
 
MOTION to open the public hearing. Moved by B. Barr and seconded by J. da Silva. 
Motion carried. 
There were no public comments offered or recorded in favor of the petition, nor in opposition to the petition. 
 
MOTION to close the public hearing. Moved by J. da Silva and seconded by B. Barr. 
Motion carried. 
 
There was no member discussion. 

 
MOTION to approve Case #2018.23 for 93 Union Street (Map 53, Lot 154) and grant a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for the installation of a wall ATM as specified in the plans as presented.  
Motion moved by J. da Silva and seconded by B. Barr. 
Motion carried. 
 
Case #2018.24 – 51 Elm Street (Map 53, Lot 19) 
Certificate of Appropriateness: Installation of Exterior Signage 
 
Jorge Figueiredo, Mount Vernon Group architect, and Mark Champagne, Director of Facilities, presented the 
application for signage at the Elm Street Garage. Mr. Figueiredo provided members with a large format plan of 
the sign series and described each sign element beginning with the tower logo sign. He explained that the 
internally LED lit logo sign would be located on the south and east elevations of the elevator tower.  
 
Mr. Figueiredo described the digital print image, provided courtesy of the Whaling Museum, and its location 
above the Elm Street entrance. There was brief discussion regarding the finish of the mural and its durability, 
with Mr. Figueiredo stating that it was a matte finish with superb durability.  
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Mr. Figueiredo described the proposed modification to an existing projecting sign at the Elm Street entrance, 
explaining the application of a nautical, banner-type design to both sides of the existing aluminum sign face. B. 
Barr asked if the intent of the applied design was for attention purposes, with Mr. Figueiredo describing the 
original intent to utilize the colorful nautical flags to be incorporated into the mural; however the Whaling 
Museum rejected that plan, and therefore the nautical design was relocated to the projecting sign. A. Louro 
provided members with a brief history of a recent Downtown design exercise which utilized the nautical flag 
design, with J. da Silva noting that most of the design participants were opposed to the nautical flag concept.  
 
Mr. Figueiredo then described the internally lit universal “P” sign and non-illuminated “Entrance” sign located 
on the west façade. He also described the application of signage lettering within the garage entry canopy and 
an adjacent non-illuminated “P” sign. In response to J. da Silva, Mr. Figueiredo stated that there were a total of 
seven (7) sign elements being proposed for the garage structure.  
 
MOTION to open the public hearing. Moved by B. Barr and seconded by J. da Silva. 
Motion carried. 
There were no public comments offered or recorded in favor of the petition, nor in opposition to the petition. 
 
MOTION to close the public hearing. Moved by J. da Silva and seconded by B. Barr. 
Motion carried. 
 
J. da Silva proposed that the members discuss and vote on each sign component individually, with consensus 
from the members.  
 
The internally lit logo sign was discussed, with A. Louro briefing the members on the development of the City’s 
new logo and its location approximately seventy feet above the ground, therefore not visually intersecting 
with nearby historic resources. B. Barr expressed his concern about approving an internally lit sign within the 
District.  
 
MOTION to approve the application for Case #2018.24 for 51 Elm Street (Map 53, Lot 19) and grant a 
Certificate of Appropriateness for the tower NB logo sign to be installed on the south and east elevations of 
the elevator tower as presented. 
Motion moved by J. da Silva and seconded by B. King. 
Motion carried. 
 
MOTION to approve the application for Case #2018.24 for 51 Elm Street (Map 53, Lot 19) and grant a 
Certificate of Appropriateness for the mural to be installed at the Elm Street entry as presented. 
Motion moved by J. da Silva and seconded by B. King. 
Motion carried. 
 
J. da Silva voiced her concern relative to the proposal to apply the colorful nautical graphic to the existing 
projecting sign, stating she did not see a need for it, particularly as it provides no context to the interior color 
coding purposes.  B. Barr added that the “P” logo is an iconic feature, and the addition of added features, 
distracts from its purpose and its distinct contrast to the muted colors of the adjacent mural.  
 
MOTION to approve the application for Case #2018.24 for 51 Elm Street (Map 53, Lot 19) and grant a 
Certificate of Appropriateness for the modification to the extended “P” Sign, perpendicular to the Elm 
Street entry as presented.  
Motion moved by J. da Silva and seconded by B. Barr. 
Motion failed. 
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MOTION to approve the application for Case #2018.24 for 51 Elm Street (Map 53, Lot 19) and grant a 
Certificate of Appropriateness for the proposed two sign elements to be installed on the west façade as 
presented.  
Motion moved by J. da Silva and seconded by B. King. 
Motion carried. 
 
MOTION to approve the application for Case #2018.24 for 51 Elm Street (Map 53, Lot 19) and grant a 
Certificate of Appropriateness for the two sign elements located at the Elm Street Lobby entrance as 
presented.  
Motion moved by J. da Silva and seconded by B. King. 
Motion carried. 
 
Other: 
CNA #2018.21 – 4-18 S Water Street: Temporary Signage 
 
A. Louro informed members that a new business would be opening on the second floor of this location and 
that she issued a CNA for temporary signage within the windows, and that they would return with an 
application for permanent signage in  the early fall.  
 
CNA #2018.25 – 18 Johnny Cake Hill: Masonry Repointing 
A. Louro informed members that she had issued a CNA for repointing the exterior walls of the Bourne Building 
and that the Masonry contractor, Paul Choquette, had briefed her on the need to address significant water 
infiltration.  
 
Membership Update 
A. Louro informed B. Barr that he needed to be sworn in by the City Clerk and that that Anna Surma will be 
appointed and confirmed by the City Council at their August 16th meeting. A. Louro briefed members on a 
potential member appointee, Melissa Chester-Letendre, who has submitted a board application to the 
Mayor’s office indicating her desire to serve on the Commission. Members briefly discussed the matter and 
her representation and endorsement by the Preservation Society. A. Louro indicated that she would reach to 
to Ms. Letendre and discuss the membership further.  
  
CPA Update 
J. da Silva updated members relative to the City Council funding allocations, stating that they appropriated in full 
all but one of the CPA recommendations. The City Council reduced the funding for the Buzzards Bay Coalition’s 
Acushnet Saw Mill project, which planned to seek reconsideration, as allowed per the statute.   
 
Adjourn   
There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was moved by J. da Silva and seconded by B. Barr. The 
motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 6:44 p.m. 
 
NEXT MEETING Monday, August 6, 2018 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Anne Louro 
Secretary to the Historical Commission 
Preservation Planner 
Approved: 09.10.18 
 


