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Case #4347:SPECIAL PERMIT 
   
Property: 319A Union Street 
  Map:52, Lot:357 
 
Zoning: MUB 
 

Owner: JASGAR LLC. 
 319A Union Street 
 New Bedford, MA 02740 
  
Applicant: Job Roach 
                      25 Middle Street 
 S. Dartmouth, MA 02748 
   
 
Overview of Request: Notice is given of a public hearing on the petition of: JASGAR, LLC.,(319A Union 
Street,New Bedford, MA) and Job Roach (25Middle Street,S. Dartmouth, MA) for a Special Permit under 
Chapter 9 Comprehensive Zoning Sections 2200 (use regulations), 2210 (general), 2230 (table of use 
regulations -appendix A, commercial - #25 medical office, center, or clinic), and 5300-5330 & 5360-5390 
(special permit); relative to property located at 319A Union Street, Assessor's Map 52, lot 357 in a Mixed 
Use Business [MUB] zoned district.The petitioner proposes to operate an office and retail business providing 
medical consultations perplans filed. 
 
As with all Special Permits, the ZBA must determine that the benefit to the City and the neighborhood 
outweighs the adverse effects of the proposed use. To this end the board shall consider each of the 
following in its determination:  
 

a) social, economic, or community needs which are served by the proposal;  
b) traffic flow and safety, including parking and loading;  
c) adequacy of utilities and other public services;  
d) neighborhood character and social structures;  

319A Union Street 
Looking north from Union Street 

 



 
e) impacts on the natural environment; and potential fiscal impact, including impact on city services, 

tax base, and employment.  
 

Existing Conditions: The 2028 SF, commercial building is located on Union 
Street, in a Mixed Use Business zone. Union Street is located one street east of 
County Street, a heavily trafficked route within the city’s downtown. The site’s 
parcel is 2960 SF parcel, with 37’ of frontage on Union Street and 80’ depth. 
Thebuilding has a flat roof with a single story in the front and a two story in the 
rear. Two sets of stairs provide access to the business entrances.The site is 
currently the corporate office and retail store for Growing in Health, a Home 
Health Consulting Agency. According to their website, the business is “focused 
on educating patients on various treatment options that utilize alternative 
medicine”.1 The retail store sells cannabidiol (CBD) products for humans and 
pets. 
 
There are four designated parking spaces at the Wamsutta Club, directly to the 
south of the property (front). There is also free 1-hour on-street parking on 
both sides of Union Street. 
 
The immediate surroundings include residential, professional offices and civic 
uses. There are several law firms located westerly of the site. Directly across 
the street to the south is the Arnold Mansion (Wamsutta Club). Residential 
apartment buildings are directly abutting the propertyto the east side, west 
side, and rear. The New Bedford Superior Court House is also directly abutting 
the property in the rear. 

 
Proposed Conditions: 
The applicant proposes to operate a professional office and retail business that will be providing medical 
consultations at the 319A Union Street address, which requires a special permit due to the medical use 
proposed.The medical consultations would be performed by certified physicians that would recommend 
alternative medicine for care, comfort, and support, tailored to a patient's specific needs regarding multiple 
chronic conditions and diseases. The proposal would fill a vacancy on the site within the mixed use area 
containing surrounding businesses. The proposed number of customers per day is 10, with an estimate of 6 
employees. Proposed hours of operation are 12pm-6pm, Monday through Saturday, with weekly deliveries. 
 
In regards to the criteria necessary to grant the special permit, staff offers the following: 
 
a.) Social, economic or community needs which are served by the proposal.  The petitioner states the 
proposed use would offer services that are currently not available in the city. The petitioner also notes the 
proposed medical use would provide certifying physicians to accommodate community members in need. 
Staff acknowledges that the proposed use would offer retail and health related services on-site, in addition 
to filling a vacancy in a mixed-use business area in the city.  
 
b.) Traffic flow and safety including parking/unloading. The petitioner states that traffic flow would be 
relatively safe and low with an anticipated 10 cars per day. The petitioner adds that the site has 4 reserved 
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parking spots directly across the street at the Wamsutta Club, in addition to free 1-hour on street parking for 
anticipated patient and client load, with a peak of 2-3 per hour. Staff acknowledges that off-street parking is 
available at the Wamsutta Club. Staff also notes that Union Street is a two-way with on-street parking on 
both sides of the street.  
 
c.) Adequacy of utilities and other public services.The applicant statesthere would be minimal 
consumption of utilities with no site utility modification required. The applicant has also added the utilities 
are currently on and active at the site. Staff notes that there are several surrounding businesses which likely 
use the utilities specified as needed by the petitioner for their respective businesses. 
 
d.) Neighborhood character. The petitioner states that the neighborhood consists of professional offices, 
commercial and residential areas. The petitioner also noted that the proposal would abut the surrounding 
services within an existing building and compliment the area. Staff acknowledges that the surrounding area 
does include professional offices and civic uses, with residential apartment buildings directly abutting the 
property to the east side, west side, and rear.  
 
e.) Impacts on the natural environment. The petitioner has indicated there will be no impact as a result of 
this proposal. As there are no new structures or changes to the land, staff does not anticipatea substantial 
change in the existing impacts on the natural environment at this site.  
 
f.) Potential fiscal impact, etc. The application indicates the project would create new jobs and services for 
the city, specifying that there will be five to ten employees at the location. Staff notes that the proposal 
would fill a commercial vacancy, and add jobs while providing services.  
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