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Case #4358:SPECIAL PERMIT 
   
Property: 82-86 Front Street  
  Map:53, Lot:200 
 
Zoning: Industrial A (IA)  
                   
Owner: Kevin & Sandra Dawson 
 14 Winnatuxett Beach Road 
 Mattapoisett, MA 02739 
  
Applicant: Val & Venessa Kollars 
 32 Jordans Way 
 Westport, MA 02790 
 
Overview of Request: Notice is given of a public hearing 
on the petition of: Kevin & Sandra Dawson (14 
Winnatuxett Road, Mattapoisett, MA 02739) and Val & 
Venessa Kollars (32 Jordans Way, Westport, MA 02790) for a Special Permit under Chapter 9, 
Comprehensive Zoning Sections 4200-4267 (Body Art) and 5300-5330 & 5360-5390 (special permit); 
relative to property located at 82-86 Front Street, Assessors’ map 53 lot 200 in an Industrial A [IA] 
zoned district. The petitioner proposes to change the use of the 1st floor and operate a body art 
establishment named “New Bedford Tattoo Company” per plans filed. 
 
As with all Special Permits, the ZBA must determine that the benefit to the City and the neighborhood 
outweighs the adverse effects of the proposed use. To this end the board shall consider each of the 
following in its determination:  
 

a) social, economic, or community needs which are served by the proposal;  
b) traffic flow and safety, including parking and loading;  
c) adequacy of utilities and other public services;  
d) neighborhood character and social structures;  
e) impacts on the natural environment; and potential fiscal impact, including impact on city services, 

tax base, and employment. 

82-86 Front Street 
Looking southwest from Front Street 

 



Additionally, the city’s body art ordinance (Chapter 9 Comprehensive Zoning Section 4200) sets forth specific 
regulations for all body art establishments. Those regulations include: 
 

▪ A body art establishment shall not operate between 10pm-10am.  
▪ Body art establishments shall not be located within a 200-foot radius of a school, child care 

facility, or church; or within 1000-foot radius of another body art establishment.  
▪ Body art that requires the exposure of a person’s genitals, pubic area, buttocks or breasts of the 

female shall be completely and appropriately screened in a manner that prevents any visual 
access to any person situated at the exterior of the establishment or to any persons on the 
interior who has not explicitly consented to visual access prior to acquiring such visual access. 

 
Existing Conditions: The petitioner proposes to change the use of the 1st 
floor of a commercial unit in a multistory building known as the Seth 
Russell House in the historic downtown district. The existing Tattoo 
Studio named “New Bedford Tattoo Company” seeks permission to 
relocate to the abutting subject property located at 82-86 Front Street. 
The 2444’ SF parcel is a highly visible location on the northwest corner of 
Union and Front Street with 52’ SF of frontage on Front Street and 47’ SF 
on Union Street. The multistory 2352’ SF building hosts three 
commercial units with three bathrooms. The first story of the east 
elevation contains two store fronts, each with paired glass and wood 
doors and large plate glass windows. The Tattoo studio would occupy 
the entire 1st floor 28’ x 42’ vacant commercial units, which is accessible 
through the center east elevation. Secondary entrances are centered in 
the south elevation and the west end of the north elevation. The 
building is currently vacant. As such, there is no activity on site at the 
present time.  
 
Located downtown, the property is in an Industrial A (IA) zoned historic 
district area with commercial, retail, and government uses present. The 
area features waterfront establishments, restaurants, and the Whaling 
Museum. Directly across the street from the property is the State Pier 
and the Martha’s Vineyard Ferry to the east and several bar/restaurant 
establishments abutting to the north side, southside and rear. 

 
Proposed Conditions: 
The petitioner is proposing to change the use of the 1st floor at the subject property and relocate an existing 
tattoo studio named “New Bedford Tattoo Company” per plans filed. The business is proposing 4 employees 
and would serve up to 8 customers per day, Monday-Sunday, between 10am-10pm. Deliveries will be made 
during business hours.  
 
The proposed unit would have a waiting area, four (4) work stations, a clean/sterile supplies room, and 
office area. The application indicates the business is primarily by “appointment only” and customers would 
utilize nearby metered parking and the Elm Street Garage. The property does not offer off-street parking.  
 
The relocation of the body art establishment would not be unique to the location, as the character of the 
neighborhood is currently comprised with commercial establishments and the existing Tattoo Studio. 
 
In regards to the criteria necessary to grant the special permit, staff offers the following 

N↑ 



a.) Social, economic or community 
needs which are served by the proposal. 
The petitioner states the proposed use as 
a body art establishment would create 
employment and provide services, in 
addition to filling a store front vacancy in 
a building within the downtown district. 
Staff acknowledges the proposed use 
would offer services as well as fill a 
vacancy in the downtown district. 
 
b.) Traffic flow and safety including 
parking/unloading. The petitioner states 
the use of the body art establishment 
would have less impact on traffic then 
the previous use as Maritime Accounting. 
Additionally, the petitioner notes that the 
proposed use is primarily by appointment only with patrons using the Elm Street Garage or nearby metered 
parking. Staff acknowledges the location is in a downtown area that thrives off of consumer foot traffic, 
while ample public and private parking is available.  
 
c.) Adequacy of utilities and other public services. The petitioner’s states the necessity for gas, electric, 
water and sewer. Staff notes that there are adequate utility services serving this area.   
 
d.) Neighborhood character. The petitioner states that their existing body art establishment “New Bedford 
Tattoo” is currently located within the same downtown neighborhood and has proven to be an integral 
component of its success. Staff acknowledges the proposed location is directly abutting (westerly) to the 
existing business in the downtown district. 
 
e.) Impacts on the natural environment. The petitioner has indicated there will be no environmental 
impacts as a result of this proposal. Staff does not anticipate any increased impacts to the natural 
environment as there are no proposed exterior changes. The proposal allows an existing business to remain 
within the city serving customers and providing employment. 
 
f.) Body Art Establishments requirements 

o A body art establishment shall not operate between 10pm-10am.  

• The proposed business will be closed between theses hours. 
 

o Body art establishments shall not be located within a 200-foot radius of a school, child care 
facility, or church; or within 1000-foot radius of another body art establishment.  

• The site complies with the location restrictions.  
 

o Body art that requires the exposure of a person’s genitals, pubic area, buttocks or breasts of 
the female shall be completely and appropriately screened in a manner that prevents any 
visual access to any person situated at the exterior of the establishment or to any persons on 
the interior who has not explicitly consented to visual access prior to acquiring such visual 
access. 

• The tattooing services will be provided in a side room of the studio at four separate 
workstations as shown on plans submitted. 

                                                                                82-86 Front Street 
                                                           Looking North on Union Street 



 

82-86 Front Street Map:53, Lot:200 
NOTE: Property line is approximate; for discussion purposes, only. 
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