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Environmental Stewardship Department/
Conservation Commission

City of New Bedford
Jonathan F. Mitchell, Mayor

Meeting Minutes of the Conservation Meeting of
February 6, 2018

Brooklawn Senior Center

Members Absent Staff Present
Paul Pacheco Agent Sarah Porter

Sandy Douglas, Admin., Coordinator

Chairman Dixon called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

CALL MEETING TO ORDER
ROLL CALL OF COMMISSIONERS

Roll Call of all Commissioners’ Present: Vice-Chairman Dennis Audette, Chairman Craig Dixon,
Commissioner Jacob Gonsalves, Commissioner Chancery Perks and Commissioner Peter
Blanchard.

OLD BUSINESS:
NONE.

NEW BUSINESS:
1. SE49-0773 – Request for partial Certificate of Compliance as filed by D.P.M. Development,

Inc., for property located at Rosa Drive, New Bedford (Map 136, Lot 473). Representative is
Jeffrey Tallman of SITEC.

Agent Porter advised the Commissioners that the applicant is requesting a partial Certificate of
Compliance. They have completed construction of the dwelling and project is in substantial compliance
with the Order. The location, elevation of the dwelling and associated site grading is in accordance with
site plan dated 8/23/17. There is some additional grading required at front of the dwelling and disturbed
areas need to be stabilized. All of the associated utilities are complete and overall site grading is complete
other than around the E1 pump chamber. The sign is up and acknowledgment of receipt has been
received. The closing attorney is looking for a partial COC because final grading around the E-1 and
loaming and seeding cannot be done yet because of the weather.

Agent Porter recommended the issuance of a partial Certificate of Compliance with ongoing Condition 51
and the following activities are released from the order: construction of the dwelling, associated utilities
overall associate site grading is complete except around than around E1 chamber.
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Chairman Dixon inquired if there was anyone present who had any questions or comments. None heard.

Commissioner Audette made a motion to issue a partial Certificate of Compliance as recommended by the
Agent with ongoing conditions as read. Motion was seconded by Commissioner Gonsalves. All in favor.
Motion carries.

CONTINUED HEARINGS:

1. SE49-0735 – (Continued from 3/15/16, 4/5/16, 4/19/16, 5/3/16, 5/17/16, 6/7/16, 6/21/16, 7/5/16,
7/19/16, 8/16/16, 9/6/16, 9/20/16, 10/6/16, 10/18/16, 11/1/16, 11/15/16, 12/20/16, 12/27/16,
1/17/17, 2/7/17, 2/21/17, 3/7/17, 3/21/17, 4/4/17, 4/18/17, 5/2/17, 5/16/17, 6/6/17, 6/20/17, 7/5/17,
7/18/17, 8/8/17, 8/22/17, 9/5/17, 9/19/17, 10/3/17, 10/17/17, 11/7/17, 11/21/17, 12/5/17, 12/19/17,
1/2/18, 1/16/18) - A Notice of Intent as filed by Anthony R. DeCosta d/b/a A-1 Asphalt for
property located at 1861 Shawmut Avenue, New Bedford (Map 124, Lot 27). Applicant
proposes improvements to a soil and aggregate re-cycling facility in the Buffer Zone to Bordering

Vegetated Wetlands. Representative is Rick Charon of Charon Associates, Inc.

CONTINUED

2. SE49-0739 – (Continued from 6/7/16, 6/21/16, 7/5/16, 7/19/16, 8/16/16, 9/6/16, 9/20/16,
10/6/16, 10/18/16, 11/1/16, 11/15/16, 12/20/16, 12/27/16, 1/17/17, 2/7/17, 2/21/17, 3/7/17,
3/21/17, 4/4/17, 4/18/17, 5/2/17, 5/16/17, 6/6/17, 6/20/17, 7/5/17, 7/18/17, 8/8/17, 8/22/17, 9/5/17,
9/19/17, 10/3/17, 10/17/17, 11/7/17, 11/21/17, 12/5/17, 12/19/17, 1/2/18, 1/16/18) - A Notice of
Intent as filed by Michele Paul, Director of Environmental Stewardship for the City of New
Bedford for property identified as Ruggles Street and Hathaway Boulevard (Map 69, Lots
86, 88-93, 96-100, and 125). The applicant proposes to conduct remediation activities to remove
contaminated soils followed by construction of an athletic facility. Representative is David

Sullivan of TRC Environmental. CONTINUED

3. SE49-0785 – (Continued from 1/2/18, 1/16/18) - A Notice of Intent as filed by Heik Milhench
for property identified as 127 Duchaine Blvd (Map 133, Lot 21 and a portion of Lot 12).
Applicant proposes to construct an 18,000 square foot addition with associated parking,
grading and utilities. Project proposes 3,200 square feet of Bordering Vegetated Wetland
alteration with associated replication. Representative is Stevie Carvalho of Farland Corp.

CONTINUED

NEW HEARINGS:
NONE

NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED:

1. Agent update on Airport Vegetation Management
Mr. Scott Servis, Manager of NB Airport was present.

Agent Porter advised the Commission that Mr. Servis is present tonight because they want to use swamp
mats at the airport. Agent Porter has contacted DEP today to check the status of the VMP and if it’s still
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valid. The Yearly Operational Plan is not accurate because it references the VMP from 1998 and she is
trying to determine if VMP is still valid or if a new VMP is needed.

Mr. Servis understands the VMP to be valid under the permit extension. Agent Porter replied that she
doesn’t believe it falls under the permit extension act it and, therefore, it has expired.

Mr. Servis advised that the State is funding this project to clear the trees in the Runway 5 area and 23
area. Stantec, who did the VMP and YOP update, want to make sure it is okay to use mats to minimize
the destruction. The 23 area is mostly dry lands but the 5 area is wet.

Commissioner Perks clarified that this Commission can’t make a determination at this time until the
validation of the VMP is confirmed. Agent Porter replied that was correct and suggested the Airport
speak to their consultants and inquire as to how they determined they can work under an expired VMP. It
references a 1998 VMP which the Agent addressed in an email but did not get a response and doesn’t
know if they feel it is covered under the VMP update. Mr. Servis added that he understood it to be
covered under the VMP update. Agent Porter stated that as far as DEP and Con Com is concerned
something in writing is necessary explaining as to where they feel the VMP update is sufficient for this
work to occur in the Winter/Spring of 2018. The Agent also added that she spoke with Lisa Rhodes the
Variance Officer with DEP with regard to the swamp mats and she said they could only be used if it’s dry
or frozen.

Mr. Servis stated that the tree height is getting difficult and because its State funding and it’s a
discretionary budget it might not be available next year and is trying to get the clearing done before the
airport construction starts.

Commissioner Perks inquired if there are any other alternatives other than using the mats? Agent Porter
replied that it would be up to the Airport to propose other methods. Mr. Servis stated there aren’t many
other alternatives other than the mat.

Commissioner Dixon stated that the this Commission is going to need a written explanation from the
consultant so that it can be forwarded to DEP for their review because at the moment it’s a matter of
satisfying DEP.

Mr. Servis agreed to speak to the consultant and report back to the Commission at the next meeting.

2. Agent Updates and General Correspondence

Agent Porter advised the Commissioner that received Chapter 91 License for Pier projects and the
projects are underway.

ADJOURN

Commissioner Audette made a motion to adjourn at approximately 6:50. Motion was seconded by
Commissioner Gonsalves. All in favor. Motion carries.

Respectfully submitted,

________________________
Sandy Douglas, Administrative Coordinator


