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Environmental Stewardship Department/
Conservation Commission

City of New Bedford
Jonathan F. Mitchell, Mayor

Meeting Minutes of the Conservation Meeting of
January 16, 2018

Brooklawn Senior Center

Members Absent Staff Present
Peter Blanchard Agent Sarah Porter

Sandy Douglas, Admin., Coordinator

Chairman Dixon called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

CALL MEETING TO ORDER
ROLL CALL OF COMMISSIONERS

Roll Call of all Commissioners’ Present: Vice-Chairman Dennis Audette, Chairman Craig Dixon,
Commissioner Jacob Gonsalves, Commissioner Paul Pacheco, Commissioner Chancery Perks.

OLD BUSINESS:
NONE.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. A Request for Determination of Applicability as filed by Jamie Ponte, City of New Bedford
Commissioner of Public Infrastructure for property identified as 249 MacArthur Drive,
New Bedford, Massachusetts (Map 53, Lot 70). Applicant proposes to construct a new sewer
pumping station. Work associated with this construction falls within Land Subject To Coastal
Storm Flowage. Representative is Danielle Gallant of CDM, Smith.

Ms. Danielle Gallant of CDM Smith was present together with Jamie Ponte, Commissioner with the City
of New Bedford DPI and Sean Syde, the Lead Project Manager and Lead Technical Designer with CDM
Smith.

Mr. Syde stated that City intends to replace pumping station at, northeast corner of the intersection of JFK
Boulevard and Elm Street. This pumping station is the City’s most critical one in need of replacement or
rehabilitation. It was built in 1948 and last upgraded in 1970s. It conveys flow from the State Pier, hotel
and a couple of fish houses. It pumps about 1,500,000 gallons a day to 2,000,000-3,000,000 gallons a day
during wet weather events. Mr. Syde continued to state that they are proposing to demo the building and
have received approval from the New Bedford Historical Commission and will be removing all existing
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pavement and sidewalks. The new building will be built to the west of the existing building. They will
be raising the site for resiliency and climate change and are also proposing to utilize a small portion of the
grassy area opposite of the Black Whale Restaurant as the contractor’s staging area. They will be building
a sidewalk as there isn’t one there now and will be reducing the impervious area by eliminating the
driveway and putting in a grass driveway.

Ms. Gallant added that the project impacts Land Subject to Coastal Storm Flowage and the number of
activities happening in this jurisdictional area. First they are proposing to rehabilitate the existing
sidewalk that will be replaced and then new sidewalk with granite block wall. These impacts amount to
80 s.f. for the granite block wall and 80 s.f. for new sidewalk and only other area in this Commission’s
jurisdiction is the contractor’s area that will be impacted temporarily. Erosion controls are also proposed.

Mr. Syde stated that they are building a new sidewalk to improve pedestrian safety.

Agent Porter stated this is a straight forward project and the resource area is Land Subject to Coastal
Storm Flowage and are somewhat removed from the harbor itself by roadways and other obstructions.
Erosion controls are proposed. Agent Porter recommended a negative determination that work as
described is in within an area Subject to Protection Under the Act and will not remove, dredge or fill that
area, therefore the filing of a NOI is not required.

Commissioner Audette made a motion for a negative determination as recommended by the agent.
Motion was seconded by Commissioner Gonsalves. All in favor. Motion carries.

CONTINUED HEARINGS:

1. SE49-0735 – (Continued from 3/15/16, 4/5/16, 4/19/16, 5/3/16, 5/17/16, 6/7/16, 6/21/16, 7/5/16,
7/19/16, 8/16/16, 9/6/16, 9/20/16, 10/6/16, 10/18/16, 11/1/16, 11/15/16, 12/20/16, 12/27/16,
1/17/17, 2/7/17, 2/21/17, 3/7/17, 3/21/17, 4/4/17, 4/18/17, 5/2/17, 5/16/17, 6/6/17, 6/20/17, 7/5/17,
7/18/17, 8/8/17, 8/22/17, 9/5/17, 9/19/17, 10/3/17, 10/17/17, 11/7/17, 11/21/17, 12/5/17, 12/19/17,
1/2/18) - A Notice of Intent as filed by Anthony R. DeCosta d/b/a A-1 Asphalt for property
located at 1861 Shawmut Avenue, New Bedford (Map 124, Lot 27). Applicant proposes
improvements to a soil and aggregate re-cycling facility in the Buffer Zone to Bordering

Vegetated Wetlands. Representative is Rick Charon of Charon Associates, Inc.

CONTINUED

2. SE49-0739 – (Continued from 6/7/16, 6/21/16, 7/5/16, 7/19/16, 8/16/16, 9/6/16, 9/20/16,
10/6/16, 10/18/16, 11/1/16, 11/15/16, 12/20/16, 12/27/16, 1/17/17, 2/7/17, 2/21/17, 3/7/17,
3/21/17, 4/4/17, 4/18/17, 5/2/17, 5/16/17, 6/6/17, 6/20/17, 7/5/17, 7/18/17, 8/8/17, 8/22/17, 9/5/17,
9/19/17, 10/3/17, 10/17/17, 11/7/17, 11/21/17, 12/5/17, 12/19/17, 1/2/18) - A Notice of Intent as
filed by Michele Paul, Director of Environmental Stewardship for the City of New Bedford
for property identified as Ruggles Street and Hathaway Boulevard (Map 69, Lots 86, 88-93,
96-100, and 125). The applicant proposes to conduct remediation activities to remove
contaminated soils followed by construction of an athletic facility. Representative is David

Sullivan of TRC Environmental. CONTINUED

3. SE49-0785 – (Continued from 1/2/18) - A Notice of Intent as filed by Heik Milhench for
property identified as 127 Duchaine Blvd (Map 133, Lot 21 and a portion of Lot 12).
Applicant proposes to construct an 18,000 square foot addition with associated parking, grading
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and utilities. Project proposes 3,200 square feet of Bordering Vegetated Wetland alteration with
associated replication. Representative is Stevie Carvalho of Farland Corp.

Mr. Stevie Carvalho from Farland Corp., was present on behalf of the applicant. Mr. Carvalho advised
that the building is a 30,000 s.f. warehouse used for distribution of janitorial supplies and it is located in
the southern end in the Industrial Park. There presently isn’t much for storm water management except
for what is on the road. The site does not have a storm water management system but it does have roof
drains for the roof that goes down to roof drain system that goes directly to wetland. The majority of the
current operation occurred in the paved area near the four to five loading docks. Mr. Carvalho advised
that they are proposing to construct an 18,000 square foot addition on the north side in the paved area.
They are also looking to acquire a portion of the abutting property owned by the New Bedford Business
Park which has an electric easement (they cannot put structures on this property, just parking and grading
which they are proposing). Parking is proposed to be on the north and south side of building and would
like to have separate entrance for the five loading docks strictly for loading and unloading of tractor
trailers. As far as storm water management, they are taking a portion of existing roof along with the entire
new roof and discharging it to area that it currently discharges to and this will not increase any flow to the
wetland. One paved area is being directed towards the north side where they are providing a water quality
bio-retention area and by doing this will be improving water quality and reducing storm water runoff to
the north. On the south side, they are taking the rest of roof of existing building and piping it into
infiltration basin that controls 100 year storm and being recharged into the ground. Other paved areas
being directed to a combination of sediment forebays on both sides which flow into bio-retention basin
with emergency overflow towards the south. This design does not increase any offsite runoff; it promotes
water quality and recharge. A 3,200 s.f. wetland alteration is also being proposed because they need the
space and have no other area to accommodate this size addition. Because of the alteration, they are also
proposing a replication area in the back which will be undisturbed.

Commissioner Audette inquired if they are proposing to have oil separators in the parking lots. Mr.
Carvalho replied that all of the parking lots flow goes into sediment forebays and can’t provide catch
basins because groundwater is high and they do meet TSS removal. Commissioner Audette also inquired
if the parking lots will be bermed. Mr. Carvalho replied they will be and they are proposing Cape Cod
berm.

Agent Porter inquired if it was possible to create the replication area in the open area within the easement
Mr. Carvalho replied that he can relay the suggestion to Eversource and then let the Commission know.

Commissioner Audette advised that in letter from DPI they recommended roof interceptors on roof drains.
Mr. Carvalho replied that he hasn’t seen their comments but can address them.

Commissioner Audette also inquired if their construction plans include erosion controls. Mr. Carvalho
replied that as far as erosion controls they have proposed staked straw waddles around the entire site
along property line.

Chairman Dixon inquired if there was anyone present who wished to comment on this matter. None
heard.

Agent Porter inquired whether the Commission would like to forward this application to Nitsch for peer
review. The Commission agreed to send it to Nitsch.

Commissioner Audette made a motion to forward this application to Nitsch for peer review. Motion was
seconded by Commissioner Perks. All in favor. Motion carries.
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Commissioner Gonsalves made a motion to table this matter to the next meeting. Motion was seconded by
Commissioner Pacheco. All in favor. Motion carries.

NEW HEARINGS:
NONE.

NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED:

1. Agent Updates and General Correspondence

2301 PURCHASE STREET

Agent Porter advised that the wetland monitoring that was conducted for 2301 Purchase Street under an
Enforcement Order looks okay but they did not submit the as-built plans. This is along south side of Sid
Wainer’s on Purchase Street. Agent Porter commented back to them that the wetland people did what
they were supposed to do but the engineer did not do all of the coordinating and provide the as-built.
Agent Porter suggested asking them to submit plan identifying the seasonal high water table now and
provide an as-built. They are trying to get a Certificate of Compliance but cannot get one because they
had outstanding violations on site for pushing snow and fill into the wetlands.

Commissioner Audette inquired if they fenced in area. Agent Porter replied they installed a chain link
fence.

The Commission agreed to request the as-built including the high water mark.

AIRPORT

Agent Porter advised that the Yearly Operation Plan for the Vegetation Management Plan for the airport
was received. The airport has limited project status to exceed the maximum allowed thresholds for
alteration of resources in order to maintain clear sites for the planes. These VMPs are good for 5 years and
the YOP are issued each year of work and the last VMP was 2010 and just received YOP for 2018-2022.
Agent Porter has a meeting tomorrow with airport manager and consultants to go review this matter.
Agent Porter advised that under the variance issued for the expansion of the airport they were required to
send the VMP which Con Com commented on. Agent Porter showed the long term VMP to show the
Commission the amount of alteration being proposed which is a major alteration. The Agent wants to
make sure everything is in order before they start clearing.

ADJOURN
Commissioner Audette made a motion to adjourn at approximately 7:18. Motion was seconded by
Commissioner Gonsalves. All in favor. Motion carries.

Respectfully submitted,

________________________
Sandy Douglas, Administrative Coordinator


