
Project Narrative

This project narrative has been prepared as supporting information for the Wetland Protection Act Form 3
Notice of Intent (NOI) application filed on behalf of the applicant, David Rosonina (see Appendix A). It
has been prepared pursuant to the Wetlands Protection Act Regulations (310 CMR 10.00) and the City of
New Bedford Wetlands Ordnance. The applicant has submitted the NOI application in response to the
WPA Form 9 Enforcement Orders received in July of 2018 for the unauthorized alteration of Bordering
Vegetated Wetlands (BVW) (310 CMR 10.55(2)) and the placement of fill within the 100-foot buffer zone.
In accordance with the requirements detailed in the Enforcement Orders, the applicant is proposing to
restore the affected wetland, stabilize the 25-foot no disturbance zone and conduct minor landscaping
activities within areas regulated under 310 CMR 10.00.

Existing Site Conditions
The subject parcel consists of a 2.5 acre residential lot which is located on the east side of Acushnet
Avenue, in New Bedford, Massachusetts (see Appendix B for site locus figures). The site is identified as
Lot 298 and 350 on the City of New Bedford Assessor’s Map 135, and is currently comprised of a partially
cleared residential development with associated paved driveway, walkway, lawn and screen house (see
Appendix C and D). The properties to the north and south are occupied by typical residential
developments and locations to the east are virtually entirely comprised of forested and non-forested
BVWs. No portion of the property has been mapped by the Natural Heritage Endangered Species
Program (NHESP) as containing Priority Habitats of Rare Species, Estimated Habitats of Rare Wildlife or
Vernal Pools (see Appendix B for regulated resource area figures).

Existing Resources
As defined under 310 CMR 10.55(2): BVWs are freshwater wetlands which border on creeks, rivers,
streams, ponds and lakes. The types of freshwater wetlands are wet meadows, marshes, swamps and
bogs. BVWs are areas where the soils are saturated and/or inundated such that they support a
predominance of wetland indicator plants. The ground and surface water regime and the vegetational
community which occur in each type of freshwater wetland are specified in M.G.L. c. 131, § 40. Any
activity other than minor activities identified in 310 CMR 10.02(2)(b)2. proposed or undertaken within 100
feet (the Buffer Zone) of a BVW is subject to regulation under M.G.L. c. 131, § 40 and requires the filing
of a NOI. The limit of the site’s BVW was delineated in the field in October 2013 by Ecosystems
Solutions, Inc.

Proposed Project
The proposed project consists of the removal of 4,841 square feet unauthorized fill within BVW locations
along the eastern portion of the property, and the stabilization of 7,658 square feet of fill that was placed
within the 25-foot no disturbance zone. This activity has been proposed to address the WPA Form 9
Enforcement Orders, which were issued to the applicant in July of 2018 for the illegal placement of fill in a
wetland and the storage and spreading of soil within the 100-foot buffer zone to BVW. The applicant is
proposing to conduct the restoration work in accordance with the procedures outlined in the wetland
replication plan (included below), as well as the specifications identified on the accompanied site plan
found in Appendix C. The existing fill piles will be relocated away from the wetland areas as shown on
the attached site plan and all material excavated from the impacted wetland will be live-loaded into a
dump truck and removed, or temporarily stored locations outside the 25-foot no disturbance area for later
offsite removal. The applicant will also install a post and rail fence system at the 25-foot no disturbed
area with the appropriate signage to eliminate future site work within the restricted locations and resource
areas. In addition to the identified restoration work, the applicant has proposed the relocation and
spreading of the existing fill piles to areas behind the dwelling, which are currently comprised of lawn, the
planting of an arborvitae privacy-screen east of the dwelling and along the western property line and the
installation of a chain-link fence along the southern property boundary, which will terminate at the split rail
fencing associated with the 25-foot no disturbance area (see Appendix C for the location of proposed site
work).

Project impacts to BVWs and adjacent areas will be limited to temporary site disturbances resulting from
restoration and revegetation of filled wetlands and the spreading of soils and reseeding of lawn near the
existing dwelling. Temporary surface disturbances resulting from the use of equipment and materials
within the 25-foot no disturbance area during the restoration process will be restored and stabilized in
accordance with the procedures detailed in the wetland replication plan. Temporary erosion control
devices will be installed and maintained as specified on the attached site plan (see Attachment C) to



ensure adequate protection is provided to the site’s resource locations until revegetation of the restored
wetland area and affected transitional locations occurs.

Wetland Restoration Plan
For

Map 135 Lot 298 and 350
David Rosonina

3806 Acushnet Avenue, New Bedford, MA

On behalf of the applicant, the following sequence of work is proposed:

1. The following locations will be staked out by Romanelli Associates, Inc. in accordance with the
specifications provided on the attached plan titled: Wetland Restoration Plan prepared for 3806
Acushnet Avenue, New Bedford, MA by Romanelli Associates, Inc., dated September 19, 2018.

a. Wetland Boundary
b. Limit of Fill Area
c. Erosion Control Measures Limit
d. 25-Foot No Activity Zone

2. The Conservation Agent will be contacted and given an opportunity to inspect the staked wetland
boundary, limit of fill area, and erosion control measures limit before any earth disturbance
activities take place. Restoration work will not proceed until authorization is provided by
the Conservation Agent. The land surveyor will be contacted if there are any discrepancies with
the placement of the project staking and will meet onsite to clarify any concerns.

3. Once authorization to proceed has been provided, the erosion control measures will be installed
between the existing unaffected wetland and the limit of fill. This boundary will also serve as the
limit of work.

4. The operator of the backhoe will then begin removing the fill material from the area of impact,
starting at the furthest point from the upland boundary (eastern end of fill area), working back
towards the upland boundary (northern end of fill area), such that travel is minimized and limited
to the fill areas or existing uplands during restoration work, and no travel occurs outside the
restoration area. All earth work in the restoration area will be conducted under the supervision of
a Wetland Professional.

5. The Wetland Professional will be onsite to confirm fill material is removed down to the native
topsoil horizon (approximately 12”-16” of fill is present). Following the complete removal of fill
from a designated area, the operator will use the teeth on the bucket of the backhoe to de-
compacted and scarify the restored surface. Any native logs, rocks, or woody debris encountered
within the undisturbed topsoil horizon during the removal of fill will be left within the restoration
area.

6. Fill material excavated from the impacted area will be live-loaded into a dump truck and removed
from the site or temporarily staged in upland locations outside the 25-foot no disturbance area for
later offsite removal.

7. As the excavation work occurs, the onsite Wetland Professional will also confirm the transition
zone between the wetland restoration area and the unaffected wetland community is natural in
appearance, such that restoration efforts do not lead to the draining of the unaffected wetland or
create unnatural areas of ponding.

8. The Conservation Agent will be contacted and given an opportunity to inspect the site following
the removal of fill soils and preparation of the existing topsoil for seed distribution. No seeding of
the wetland restoration area will occur until site conditions are deemed acceptable by the
Conservation Agent. Once restored locations are deemed acceptable, a second set of erosion
controls will be installed between the restoration area and the existing uplands.



9. Following authorization to begin seeding, the wetland restoration area will be planted with a seed
mix of wetland herbaceous plants (e.g. New England Wet Mix from New England Wetland Plants,
Inc.) Species include: Fox Sedge (Carex vulpinoidea), Hop Sedge (Carex lupulina), Lurid Sedge
(Carex lurida), Blunt Broom Sedge (Carex scoparia) Green Bulrush (Scirpus atrovirens), Fowl
Bluegrass (Poa palustris), Beggar Ticks (Bidens frondosa) Spotted Joe-Pye Weed (Eupatorium
maculatum), Swamp Milkweed (Asclepias incarnate) Fringed Sedge (Carex crinite), New York
Ironweed, (Vernonia noveboracensis), Calico Aster (Aster lateriflorus), Blue Flag, (Iris versicolor),
American Mannagrass (Glyceria grandis), and Square Stemmed Monkey Flower (Mimulus
ringens). Application rate: 1 lb/2500 sf as a wet meadow mix (see Attachment C for additional
information).

10. Impacts to surface locations within the 25-foot no disturbance areas will be restored with hand
tools or equipment prior to the contractor demobilizing from the site. As similar to the seedbed
preparations performed in the wetland areas, surface locations in the 25-foot no disturbance
areas will be scarified with the teeth on the bucket of the backhoe and the area will be sown with
an erosion control seed mix (e.g. New England Erosion Control/Restoration Mix from New
England Wetland Plants, Inc.) Species include: Canada Wild Rye (Elymus Canadensis), Red
Fescue (Festuca rubra), Annual Ryegrass (Lolium multiflorum), Perennial Ryegrass (Lolium
perenne), Little Bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium), Switch Grass (Panicum virgatum) and
Indian Grass (Sorghastrum nutans). Application rate: 1lb/1,250fs (see Attachment C for
additional information).

11. Following the restoration of workspace locations a post and rail fence will be installed along the
25-foot no disturbance area in accordance with the specifications provided on the attached plan
titled: Wetland Restoration Plan” prepared for 3806 Acushnet Avenue, New Bedford, MA by
Romanelli Associates, Inc., dated September 19, 2018. Signage will be installed on the fence
with the following language: “A protected conservation area exists beyond this fence and is to
remain undisturbed per Order of the New Bedford Conservation Commission.”

12. The wetland restoration area will be monitored during the first and second growing season by a
Wetland Professional for the presence of invasive species such as common reed (Phragmites
australis), purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria), Russian and autumn olive (Elaeagnus spp.),
buckthorn (Rhamnus spp.), Japanese knotweed (Polygonum cuspidatum), and/or multiflora rose
(Rosa multiflora). These species, if found, will be removed by hand annually.

13. At the end of the first growing season (Fall 2019) a progress report will be submitted by a
Wetland Professional to the New Bedford Conservation Commission detailing the relative
success or failure of the wetland restoration efforts. The progress report shall include: estimated
percent of aerial coverage in the restoration area, a list of plant species present in the wetland
restoration area, relative vigor of plants and any additional measures that have or will be taken to
rectify any observed and noted issues.

14. At the end of the second growing season (Fall 2020), a second written report of existing site
conditions will be submitted by a Wetland Professional to the New Bedford Conservation
Commission. The written report shall summarize the field conditions at the end of the second
growing season and assess the success rate of the wetland restoration. A wetland plant
community established with 75% aerial coverage meets the compliance standards set forth in 310
CMR 10.55 (4)(b)(6). If this density is not achieved, an additional wetland seed mix shall be
distributed.

15. Upon completion of the monitoring program and acceptance of the wetland restoration efforts by
the New Bedford Conservation Commission, all remnants of the plastic erosion control fencing
will be removed from the wetland and properly disposed of. A Certificate of Compliance (WPA
Form 8a) will then be submitted to the New Bedford Conservation Commission by the applicant to
document that all work on the property has been completed in accordance with the associated
NOI application.


