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November 30, 2018 

 

New Bedford Conservation Commission 

City Hall 

133 Williams Street 

New Bedford, MA  02740 

 

Dear Commissioners: 

 

The Division of Marine Fisheries (MA DMF) has reviewed the Notice of Intent by North Wharf 

Trust, 2 Washburn Street, to maintain an existing solid filled pier, to reconstruct an existing 

revetment, and to install a barge with spud piles and 3 navy anchors on New Bedford 

Harbor/Acushnet River in the City of New Bedford with respect to potential impacts to marine 

fisheries resources and habitat. 

 

The project site lies within to mapped shellfish habitat for quahog (Mercenaria mercenaria) and 

American oyster (Crassostrea virginica). Subtidal waters within the project site have habitat 

characteristics suitable for these species. Land containing shellfish is deemed significant to the 

interest of the Wetlands Protection Act (310 CMR 10.34) and the protection of marine fisheries.  

The narrative indicates the project area “as being prohibitive of shellfish harvesting”. The fact 

that this area is classified as “Prohibited” does not negate its value as shellfish habitat. Although 

these shellfish cannot be harvested for human consumption, they serve as important brood stock 

for the area and provide forage for numerous other species of finfish and invertebrates. 

 

Additionally, the Acushnet River has been identified by MA DMF as diadromous fish passage, 

migration and spawning habitat for alewife (Alosa pseudoharengus), blueback herring (Alosa 

aestivalis), American eel (Anguilla rostrata), rainbow smelt (Osmerus mordax), and white perch 

(Morone americana).  

 

There is fringing salt marsh vegetation seaward of the existing revetment. Salt marsh provides a 

variety of ecosystem services, including habitat and energy sources for many fish and 

invertebrate species [1,2,3]. 

 

MA DMF offers the following comments for your consideration: 

 

 The barge will be reviewed as if it was a float. The barge’s draft is 10.5’. Approximately 

30’ of the barge closest to the land will be impacting the river bottom at low tide. The 

DEP dock and pier guidelines recommend at least 2 ½ feet of separation between the 

bottom of the float (barge in this case) and the underlying substrate for structures 

constructed in shellfish habitat [4]. MA DMF recommends the barge be pushed seaward 

as much as it takes to allow at least 30” under the barge during periods of low water. 
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 The barge will be held in place with (3) 5000 lb Navy Anchors attached to chains. These 

chains will be taut during high tides and laying on the bottom during low tides. The 

movement of the chains sweeping back and forth on the substrate may cause turbidity 

which may prohibit fish, more notably winter flounder, from spawning on the substrate. 

MA DMF recommends using mooring technology that keeps the chains from dragging on 

the bottom and increasing turbidity in the area. 

 The dilapidated revetment will be reconstructed with new stones along 360’ of the coastal 

bank. MA DMF recommends no seaward encroachment of the revetment and as much 

work should occur from the upland as much as practicable. MA DMF appreciates the 

removal of debris from the existing revetment prior to reconstruction. 

 A small band of salt marsh exists adjacent to this revetment. The narrative did not discuss 

how the salt marsh will be protected during the reconstruction of the revetment. 

Avoidance and minimization of impacts to the salt marsh should be a priority. If any salt 

marsh is impacted, the proponent should provide mitigation for such loss. 

 

Questions regarding this review may be directed to Eileen Feeney in our New Bedford office at 

(508) 742-9721. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Eileen M. Feeney 

Fisheries Habitat Specialist 

 
cc: Susan Nilson, Foth Infrastructure & Environment, LLC 

 Robert Giard & Thomas Ringuette, Shellfish Constables 

 Barbara Newman, ACOE 

 Robert Boeri, CZM 

 Neil Churchill, DMF 

 Tom Shields, DMF 

 Pooja Potti, DMF 

EF/pp 
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