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December 14, 2018 

 

 

Ms. Eileen M. Feeney 

Fisheries Habitat Specialist 

Division of Marine Fisheries 

836 S. Rodney French Boulevard 

New Bedford, MA 02744 

 

 

Dear Ms. Feeney: 

 

RE: Notice of Intent for North Wharf Trust 

 2 Washburn Street, New Bedford 

 

Foth Infrastructure & Environment, LLC (Foth-CLE) has reviewed the comments 

provided by DMF to the New Bedford Conservation Commission for the above 

referenced project and offers the following responses.   

 

Comments and Responses: 

1. The barge will be reviewed as if it was a float.  The barge’s draft is 10.5’.  

Approximately 30’ of the barge closest to the land will be impacting the river 

bottom at low tide.  The DEP dock and pier guidelines recommend at least 2½ 

feet of separation between the bottom of the float (barge in this case) and the 

underlying substrate for structures constructed in shellfish habitat [4].  MA DMF 

recommends the barge be pushed seaward as much as it takes to allow 30” under 

the barge during periods of low water. 

Foth-CLE Response: The total height of the barge is 10.5’ with approximately 7’ 

of freeboard and 3.5’ draft.  Following receipt of DMF’s comments, Foth-CLE 

performed additional survey to locate the existing location of the barge and to 

confirm the water depths relative to mean low water at the near shore end of the 

barge.  The revised plan (attached) shows the current location of the barge.  We 

confirmed that there is approximately 8’ of water depth at the nearshore end of 

the barge, providing approximately 4.5 feet (54”) of clearance below the barge at 

mean low water.   

2. The barge will be held in place with (3) 5000 lb Navy Anchors attached to chains.  

These chains will be taut during high tides and laying on the bottom during low 

tides.  The movement of the chains sweeping back and forth on the substrate may 



cause turbidity which may prohibit fish, more notably winter flounder, from 

spawning on the substrate.  MA DMF recommends using mooring technology that 

keeps the chains from dragging on the bottom and increasing turbidity in the area. 

Foth-CLE Response: The anchors and chain system are designed for 100,000 lbs 

of tension and 60,000 pounds line pull based on the properties of the barge and 

design vessel.  From an engineering perspective, the heavy chain is needed to 

secure the barge and vessels in place.  The design relies on the weight of the 

chain to relieve excess load on the spuds in storm conditions; the change in the 

length of chain resting on the bottom is less than 4’ for typical tide cycles.   

3. The dilapidated revetment will be reconstructed with new stones along 360’ of the 

coastal bank.  MA DMF recommends no seaward encroachment of the revetment 

and as much work should occur from the upland as much as practicable.  MA 

DMF appreciates the removal of debris from the existing revetment prior to 

reconstruction. 

Foth-CLE Response: Seaward encroachment of the revetment is not proposed and 

the work will be conducted from upland as much as practicable.  

4. A small band of salt marsh exists adjacent to this revetment.  The narrative did not 

discuss how the salt marsh will be protected during the reconstruction of the 

revetment.  Avoidance and minimization of impacts to the salt marsh should be a 

priority.  If any salt marsh is impacted, the proponent should provide mitigation 

for such loss. 

 

Foth-CLE Response: During our hearing with the Conservation Commission, 

Foth-CLE agreed to maintain a 5’ landward buffer around the salt marsh and 

provide construction stakes indicating the edge of this buffer so that there is no 

equipment impacting the marsh during reconstruction of the revetment.   

 

 

Sincerely, 

Foth Infrastructure & Environment, LLC 

 
Susan Nilson 

Director, Ports and Harbors 

 

 

cc:  Sarah Porter, New Bedford Conservation Commission 

North Wharf Trust 


