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Overview of the Port of New Bedford 
 

The Port of New Bedford is located in the New Bedford/Fairhaven Harbor along the southern 
coast of Massachusetts. In addition to being the highest value fishing port in the United States, 
the Port also handles cargo, and several forms of recreational boating are located throughout 

the Harbor.  
 

The Port of New Bedford is an international seafood hub. In 2018, seafood landed at the Port 
of New Bedford was valued at $427 million. This seafood was harvested and processed by local 
fleet operators and processors located in New Bedford. The 50+ processors not only processed 
this domestic locally-landed seafood, but also an additional 275.3 million pounds of seafood 

from around the world. 
 

The non-seafood cargo handled at the Port totaled 312,000 tons in 2018 and included 
petroleum, aggregates, and imported fruit. 

 
The Harbor is also home to many recreational boating activities, such as water taxis, ferries, and 

seven recreational marinas that moored approximately 570 recreational boats in 2018. 

 
 



Methodology 
This current study is an update of the 2015 Economic Impact Study of the Port of New Bedford, 
conducted by Martin Associates, and the same methodology was used on this current study as in the 
previous economic impact study. Therefore, direct comparisons can be made between the two 
studies.   
 
The cornerstone of the Martin Associates approach is the collection of detailed baseline impact data 
from firms providing services at the Port and within the Harbor. To ensure accuracy and 
defensibility, the baseline impact data was collected from personal and telephone interviews with 
153 firms in the Port of New Bedford’s Port Services Directory. These firms represent the universe of 
firms providing services in the New Bedford Harbor, including marine terminals and cargo activity, 
seafood processors and fleet operators, maritime services, commercial ferry operations and marinas.  
 
Between 2015 and 2018, the economic contribution of the Port of New Bedford grew by 1,591 
direct, induced and indirect jobs. Direct business revenue increased by $473.6 million, state and local 
taxes increased by $23.4 million and federal taxes increased by $54.4 million. Overall, the total 
economic value of the Port of New Bedford grew by $1.4 billion.   
 
This remarkable growth in economic value to the Commonwealth is driven by the growth in the 
seafood industry (processing and commercial fishing), as several processors recorded growth in 
employment, volume of processed seafood, and increased local expenditures for goods and services.  
Furthermore, ship repair business also increased.  
 
It is to be emphasized that to continue this economic contribution, it is critical that investments in 
harbor dredging continue, as this will further enable the expansion of local ship and boatbuilding 
and repair, the ability to handle additional commercial fishing vessels, and the expansion and 
addition of new lines of operations at the local processors. 
 
 

 
 

 



Maritime Industrial Working Waterfront 
New Bedford is a full service port, providing businesses to support the fishing and cargo industry, 
including operations such as warehouses, ice houses, boatyards and ship repair yards, construction, 
engineering, tug assists, pilots and other maritime services.   
 
With regards to the fishing industry, once the seafood is processed, it is then distributed for 
consumption either locally or internationally. From the processor, the seafood can be trucked locally 
to wholesalers, go to a cold storage warehouse, trucked to an airport such as Boston’s Logan 
International Airport or New York’s John F. Kennedy International Airport where it is flown to 
various domestic and international destinations, or trucked to the Port of New York New Jersey 
where it is put on container vessels to be shipped internationally. It can also be trucked from New 
Bedford to Worcester where it is railed out to the West Coast for export to Asia.   
 
The cargo handled at the Port totaled 312,000 tons in 2018 with the majority consisting of 
aggregates, followed by petroleum and fruit.    
 
The Harbor is also home to many recreational boating activities such as water taxis, ferries, and 
seven recreational marinas with 694 slips that moored approximately 570 recreational boats in the 
2018. 
 
 

 2018 2015 Change 

Total Economic Value $11.1 
billion 

$9.8 
billion 

$1.4 
billion 

Jobs    
-Direct 6,808 6,225 583 
-Induced 4,207 4,101 106 
-Indirect 3,414 2,512 902 
Total 14,429 12,839 1,591 
    
Personal Income (1,000)    
-Direct $362,295 $320,285 $42,010 
-Respending/Local Consumption $476,966 $429,375 $47,591 
-Indirect $171,585 $118,185 $53,400 
Total $1,010,846 $867,845 $143,001 
    
Business Revenue (1,000) $3,762,717 $3,289,076 $473,641 
Local Purchases (1,000) $441,737 $280,192 $161,545 
State and Local Taxes (1,000) $173,984 $150,544 $23,440 
Federal Taxes (1,000) $412,496 $358,057 $54,439 
    
Related Impacts    
-Jobs 26,499 23,739 2,760 
-Income (1,000) $924,736 $811,723 $113,013 
-Output (1,000) $6,900,065 $6,069,271 $830,795 
-State/Local Taxes (1,000) $228,320 $200,666 $27,654 
-Federal Taxes (1,000) $608,171 $534,678 $73,493 
    



Commercial Fishing/Seafood Processing 

In 2018, commercial fishing/seafood processing activity in the New Bedford/Fairhaven Harbor 
generated the following impacts: 
 

39,697 jobs were supported by the seafood and commercial fishing industry 
 

 6,237 direct jobs 

 As the result of purchases by these 6,237 directly generated jobs, an additional 3,807 induced 
jobs are created in the local economy. 

 The $398.7 million of local purchases by the firms located in the New Bedford Harbor and 
surrounding area created an additional 3,155 indirect jobs in the local economy. 

 Another 26,499 jobs are classified as related jobs and include downstream logistics 
operations involved in the seafood processing industry in 2018. 
 

Commercial fishing and seafood processing activities supported $1.8 billion of total personal 
wage and salary income and local 
consumption expenditures for 
Massachusetts residents. This includes 
$914.5 million of direct, indirect, and re-
spending and local consumption 
expenditures, while the remaining $924.7 
million was received by related port users as 
personal income.   
 
Commercial fishing and seafood processing 
activities supported $11.0 billion of total 
economic activity in the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts.   
 

 Of the $11.0 billion, $3.7 billion is the 
direct business revenue received by firms directly dependent on the seafood processing and 
fleet operations.   

 An additional $6.9 billion represents the value of the output to the Commonwealth that is 
supported by the seafood processing operations in the New Bedford area. This includes 
value added at each stage of the seafood processing supply chain.   

 The remainder, $426.5 million, represents the personal re-spending and local personal 
consumption impact generated by the direct earnings received by the direct job holders.   

 

A total of $162.8 million of direct, induced and indirect state and local 
tax revenue was generated by processing activity at the Port of New 
Bedford with another $391.1 million of federal taxes. In addition, 

$228.3 million of state and local taxes and $608.2 million federal taxes 
were supported due to economic activity of the related users using the 

Port of New Bedford. 
 



Marine Cargo, Ferry & Marina 

In 2018, a total of 312,000 tons of cargo moved through the marine facilities owned by the Port of 
New Bedford and was also home to many recreational boating activities such as water taxis, ferries, 
and recreational marinas.  These 312,000 tons included petroleum, aggregates, and imported fruits.  
The ferries take passengers back and forth to locations such as Martha’s Vineyard, Cuttyhunk Island, 
and Nantucket. Additionally, the seven marinas moored 570 recreational boats in 2018. 
 
1,231 jobs were generated by the marine cargo, ferry and marina activity in the Harbor: 
 

 571 direct jobs; 

 400 induced jobs were supported by the purchases of the 571 directly employed individuals; 

 259 indirect jobs were generated as a result of $43.0 million of local purchases by firms 
directly dependent upon non-seafood activity at Port of New Bedford marine cargo and 
marina facilities. 

 
$94.0 million of personal earnings, re-spending and local consumption and indirect income 
were created on the local economy: 
 

 The 571 direct employees earned $28.6 million of wages and salaries;  

 As the result of the re-spending of the direct wages and salaries, an additional $50.5 million 
of re-spending and local personal consumption activity was created; 

 The 259 indirect jobs holders received $15.0 million of indirect income. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Dredging Impact 
Four phases of the State Enhanced Remedy process have been completed. The next phase of this 
project, Phase V, could serve up to 65 waterfront properties and businesses and remove up to 
500,000 cubic yards (cy) of impacted and unsuitable for offshore disposal material from the Harbor 
bottom, enhancing the cleanup efforts and maintaining harbor depth that users depend upon.  
 
The Federal Navigational channel, which prior to 2015 when the Commonwealth conducted an 
interim dredge project, has not been dredged in over 50 years and now requires between 200,000 
and over 700,000 cy of material to be removed from the Federal Channel in order to restore it to its 
authorized depth of -30 MLLW. 
 
Based on the analysis conducted by Martin Associates, the Phase V CAD Cell Construction and the 
U.S.A.C.E. Channel Dredging Project would generate 879 direct, induced and indirect jobs, and 
further support another 1,343 related jobs within the Commonwealth. $286.5 million of new direct 
business revenue is projected to be generated in the local New Bedford/Fairhaven Harbor, and 
$12.5 million annually in state and local tax revenue would be generated.   
 

Given a net cost of $20.7 million to the Commonwealth, and given the 
state and local tax pay back of $12.5 million annually, the 

Commonwealth would recoup its $20.7 million net investment in less 
than two years. 

 
Dredging will also generate more than 850 jobs in New Bedford, and generate $69.4 million in 
annual wages and re-spending/local consumption impacts to the Commonwealth’s economy. In 
addition, the project would generate $30.2 million annually in new federal tax revenue. 

 
Jobs (direct, induced, indirect) 879 

Personal Income (1,000)  
-Direct $26.190 
-Respending/Local Consumption $35.563 
-Indirect $7.678 
Total $69.432 
  
Business Revenue (1,000) $286.492 
Local Purchases (1,000) $14.625 
State and Local Taxes (1,000) $12.511 
Federal Taxes (1,000) $30.205 
  
Related Impacts  
-Jobs 1,343 
-Income (1,000) $44,999 
-Output (1,000) $368,004 
-State/Local Taxes (1,000) $11,755 
Federal Taxes (1,000) $31,746 

 


