
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEETING: COMMITTEE ON APPOINTMENTS & BRIEFINGS 

DATE: NOVEMBER 9, 2016 

TIME: 7:00 P.M. 

PLACE: CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER, ROOM 214, MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

 

PRESENT: COUNCILLORS HENRY BOUSQUET, CHAIRMAN; BRIAN GOMES, VICE-CHAIRMAN (7:18); IAN 

ABREU; NAOMI CARNEY; DEBORA COELHO; JOSEPH LOPES; STEVEN MARTINS; LINDA 

MORAD; JAMES OLIVEIRA; DANA REBEIRO; KERRY WINTERSON 

 

ABSENT: NO ONE 

 

*   *   * 

 Councillor Bousquet called the Committee on Appointments & Briefings Meeting to order, there was no one absent. 

 

*   *   * 

 
 Councillor Bousquet announced the start of Citizen’s Input Time which is not to exceed the first half hour of the 

Appointments & Briefings Committee Meeting. 

 

 Dena Denny, 130 Mott Street, New Bedford, was present and spoke on the plight of panhandling in the City of New Bedford.  

(1, 1a) 

 

*   *   * 

 Notice, \City Clerk of reference of a Communication, City Clerk/Clerk of the City Council, to City Council, on 

behalf of Jason Lobo d/b/a GOOD TIMES LIMO, 400 Union Street, New Bedford, MA 02745, hereby submitting a 

copy of the Application requesting a NEW PRIVATE LIVERY LICENSE, under the provisions of Massachusetts 

General Laws, Chapter 159A, Section 1, and amendments thereto, and M.G.L. Chapter 270, Section 22 (Smoke Free 

Workplace Law) and all other laws applicable to such operation to carry passengers for hire over the streets of New 

Bedford (Please note Mr. Lobo had a Livery License from 2008-2010.) (Ref’d 9/22/16) (10/18/16-tabled) was removed 

from the table by Councillor Morad and seconded by Councillor Lopes. (2) 

 

 Jason Lobo of 400 Union Street, New Bedford, MA was present and gave an overview of the business.  He was in 

business previously with his brother, but that fell apart and he is looking to reopen a business on his own.  He will 

primarily be doing airport and ferry runs, as well as limo runs for events, etc.  He currently owns a van and two stretch 

limos.  The office for the business will be at his home on Union Street in New Bedford.  The vehicles are stored in 

Acushnet.  He will have two part-time employees, one of them is him.  He will contract drivers only as needed, but for the 

most part will do the bulk of the driving himself with the van. 

 

 On motion by Councillor Lopes and seconded by Councillor Oliveira, the Committee VOTED:  To recommend to 

the City Council APPROVAL of the APPLICATION, on behalf of Jason Lobo d/b/a GOOD TIMES LIMO, 400 Union 

Street, New Bedford, MA 02745, requesting a NEW PRIVATE LIVERY LICENSE, under the provisions of 

Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 159A, Section 1, and amendments thereto, and M.G.L. Chapter 270, Section 22 

(Smoke Free Workplace Law) and all other laws applicable to such operation to carry passengers for hire over the streets 

of New Bedford.  This motion passed on a voice vote. 
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*   *   * 

 

 Notice, City Clerk of reference of a Communication, City Clerk/Clerk of the City Council, to City Council, on 

behalf of Edward BeJarano d/b/a A&M TRANSPORTATION, 1251 Church Street, New Bedford, MA 02745, 

hereby submitting a copy of the Application requesting a NEW PRIVATE LIVERY LICENSE, under the provisions of 

Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 159A, Section 1, and amendments thereto, and M.G.L. Chapter 270, Section 22 

(Smoke Free Workplace Law) and all other laws applicable to such operation to carry passengers for hire over the streets 

of New Bedford (Ref’d 9/22/16)(10/18/16-tabled) was removed from the table by Councillor Morad and seconded by 

Councillor Lopes. (3) 

 

 Mr. Edward BeJarano was not in attendance. 

 

 On motion by Councillor Morad and seconded by Councillor Carney, the Committee VOTED:  To take No 

Further Action on this matter at this time.  This motion passed on a voice vote. 

*   *   * 

 

 Notice, City Clerk of reference of a Communication, Councillor Lopes, submitting a letter from Ray L’Heureux, 

Treasurer Fort Taber Military Museum regarding a Project Proposal for an archeological study with the potential lead to 

the location of the Fort’s cannons (To be Referred to the Committee on Appointments and Briefings, and that the Fort 

Taber Military Museum’s Treasurer Ray L’Heureux and Mary Rapoza, Director Parks, Recreation and Beaches be invited 

to said meeting (Ref’d 11/24/15) was received and placed on file by Councillor Morad and seconded by Councillor Lopes.  

(4) 

 

 Mr. Ray L’Heureux of 138 Liberty Street and Mr. Al Benson, 5 Old Stable Lane, North Eastern, MA, both 

members of the Ft. Taber Military Museum.  They provided the Committee with the following information: 

 

a. At one time the fort had massive Rodman Cannons, massive in size, 30 tons each. 

b. When they became obsolete, history has taught them that they were buried in the ground rather than incur 

the expense and time to move such a heavy item. 

c. In 1870 it was determined the cannons were not needed at the Fort. 

d. They suspect that cannons may have been buried in the fort area and are planning to do an archeological 

search.  What lead them to believe the cannons were there was that when the park was being developed as 

we know it now, some cannon balls were dug up and then reburied. 

e. All of the proper permitting has been submitted with state and the Mass Historical Commission.  The 

Park Board has given their permission as well. 

f. They must have enlisted the help of Dr. Steinberg, who oversees the Archeology Department for UMass 

Boston. 

g. The process to search for the cannons is the same as using a metal detector on the beach. 

h. If they do locate a large object they will then need to request further permitting to dig up anything. 

i. Right now they are simply searching. 

 

On motion by Councillor Lopes and seconded by Councillor Carney, the Committee VOTED:  To table this 

matter until such time as the cannons are located.  This motion passed on a voice vote. 

*   *   * 

Notice, City Clerk of reference of a Written Motion, Councillors Gomes, Bousquet, Abreu, Carney, Coelho, 

Lopes, Martins, Morad, Oliveira and Rebeiro, requesting, once again that the Administration reconsider and halt 

all charges that are being considered and already implemented to nonprofit Organizations across the City; and 

further requesting, that the Administration and Parks, Recreation and Beaches, Director Rapoza appear before the 

Committee on Appointments and Briefings to discuss this matter; this is the second request being made on behalf 

of Organizations across the City that give back so much through tourism, scholarships, economic stimulants and 

more; these charges are devastating to them and possibly could put these nonprofit Organizations into a hardship 

or close the books on their contributions to the City and cultural activities that have been happening for decades 

(Ref’d 10/27/16) was received and placed on file by Councillor Gomes and seconded by Councillor Carney. (5) 

 



 Zeb Arruda, DPI Commissioner, Kristine Arsenault of the Mayor’s Office, Mary Rapoza, Director of Parks & 

Recreation, Peter Boswell the Park Board Chairman and Brian Nobrega, Manager of Parks & Recreation were all 

present to answer questions and address the Committee. 

 

There was a lengthy discussion, which included a Power Point Presentation by Mary Rapoza and the following 

was discussed: 

 

The Mayor’s office placing faith in their Department Heads took into consideration the request for fees to be 

charged to execute additional work required as it relates to setting up for things such as block parties, festivals, 

etc.  DPI provided the Committee with a spread sheet that showed the extra costs involved in providing services 

that are not budgeted for.  Councillor Lopes made a motion to receive and place on file the spread sheet from DPI, 

which was seconded by Councillor Abreu. 

 

They also discussed that there is a financial burden for DPI to provide these services.  There were 225 events in 

FY2016, pricing out the extra expenses incurred equates to $190,000; to date they have collected $5,500.  This 

leaves an $185,000 deficit in their budget that they need to cover.  This is primarily payment for man hours 

needed in providing these services. 

 

The DPI proposed the fee structure to the Administration in which the Administration approved.   They sent out 

notices to those who had used their services in the past, explaining the fee structure.  It was decided where it may 

be a large financial shock at first that they would only charge 20% of the fee structure initially. 

 

Mary Rapoza explained there would be a Park Board Meeting where the Parks fee structure would be discussed in 

a public forum. DPI never had a public forum.  The Park Department grants 200 permits each year.  The proposed 

Park Board fees do not apply to free to the public events, they will apply to charged events, for profit events and 

weddings, etc.  There are organizations that hold similar events in other communities and are paying fees, but 

choose New Bedford because they are not charged anything.  Certain zones in the Park will have certain fees 

applied.  This will allow the Park Department to provide better services.  A breakdown of fees to be charged was 

explained to the Committee. 

 

They also discussed a three year revenue projection and an explanation was given on how the revolving fund 

would be handled.  All unallocated expenses have been putting a strain on the DPI budget. 

 

Councillor Gomes expressed his frustration that the Administration had taken it upon itself to pick and choose 

which organizations would receive free waivers.  He said the Administration does not have the authority to set 

fees; that this falls to the Council by Ordinance.  He feels that there should be a definition as to what a City 

sponsored event is and how an organization qualifies for the title.  He also felt the Mayor’s Office jumped the gun 

with putting fees in place without any policy or procedure to adhere to, and that the Administration needs to hold 

a public meeting with those organizations that will be affected to explain what their intent is and how much it will 

cost said organizations. 

 

Councillor Gomes asked the DPI Commissioner to breakdown the list by city events sponsored by the city, like 

flag raisings, etc. and those actual city/private sponsored events, this will give the Committee a better idea of what 

the actual expenses that have been incurred, it will remove events that will not receive payment, ever, like the said 

flag raisings or ribbon cuttings. 

 

Councillor Gomes discussed the possibility of having the Mayor re-instate the old pride crew that was operated 

under the Kalisz Administration. 

 

On motion by Councillor Gomes and seconded by Councillor Oliveira, the Committee VOTED:  To table of thirty 

(30) days, in order to get information from DPI on city sponsored events and a breakdown of charges by city 

events and non-profit and for profit events.  This motion passed on a voice vote. 

 

*   *   * 

 Councillor Lopes made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Councillor Abreu. 

 



 This meeting adjourned @ 9:15 p.m. 
 

     ATTEST: 

 

      ______________________________ 

      Denis Lawrence, Jr., 

      Clerk of Committees 

 


