
NEW BEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS

MEETING: COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY & NEIGHBORHOODS
DATE: OCTOBER 30, 2018
TIME: 7:05 P.M.
PLACE: CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER, ROOM 214, MUNICIPAL

BUILDING

PRESENT: COUNCILLORS BRIAN GOMES, CHAIRMAN; DEBORA
COELHO, VICE CHAIRPERSON; NAOMI CARNEY; HUGH
DUNN; MARIA GIESTA; WILLIAM BRAD MARKEY; LINDA
MORAD (7:11); DANA REBEIRO

ABSENT: COUNCILLORS IAN ABREU; SCOTT LIMA; JOSEPH LOPES

* * *
Councillor Gomes called the Public Safety & Neighborhoods Meeting to order

and took attendance. The Clerk read Communications from Councillors Abreu and Lima
stating they are unable to attend the meeting and a Communication from Councillor
Morad stating she would be late in attending this meeting. These Communications were
received and placed on file by Councillor Coelho and seconded by Councillor Dunn.
Councillor Gomes informed the Committee that he received a call from Councillor Lopes
apologizing for not be able to attend this meeting.

* * *
Notice, City Clerk of reference of a WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Gomes,

requesting, once more, that any new construction and/or reconstruction of traffic lights
installed at main intersections throughout the City be equipped with surveillance and
traffic control cameras, this is to include any major road work presently getting started or
being worked on throughout the City, projects like Phase II of Route 18 and the
Coggeshall Street reconstruction; and further, this should be added to the cost of
completing the project (To be Referred to the Committee on Public Safety and
Neighborhoods.) (Ref’d 2/23/17) (2/15/18-tabled) (6/26/18-tabled) was removed from the
table by Councillor Carney and seconded by Councillor Rebeiro. (1)

Jaime Ponte, DPI Commissioner gave an overview of cameras being installed in
newly and reconstructed intersections. The designs for the King’s Highway project were
redesigned to include cameras. They are connected to the Police Department.

Councillor Gomes asked about Route 18 and he was told they were not originally
part of the project, that they are looking to Grants to install such cameras.

CFO Sky was asked if the Administration is in favor of adding such cameras. He
said they are looking into how to absorb the costs. Previously the Council approved
$200,000 for camera purchases.

Police Cordeiro agreed with the motion being discussed; cameras are a good
thing, including increased cameras in the Coggeshall area and Sawyer Street. It would be
ideal to put them at all major intersections. Currently, they put up sixteen (16) new
cameras this summer. There are plans for an additional six (6) more and plans to add
more as money becomes available.



Councillor Markey asked Commissioner Ponte about the average costs per
intersection, he was told $8,500 to $10,000. He also asked if there was a game plan in
place. He was told as money becomes available they will look at intersections and
moving forward on future projects, cameras are a part of the proposals.

On motion by Councillor Morad and seconded by Councillor Dunn, the
Committee VOTED: To recommend that the City Council recommends to the Mayor
that the City continues to fund every new construction and/or reconstruction of traffic
lights projects with surveillance cameras to provide public safety in the City of New
Bedford. This motion passed on a voice vote.

On motion by Councillor Morad and seconded by Councillor Carney, the
Committee VOTED: To recommend to the City Council to take “No Further Action” on
the main motion. This motion passed on a voice vote.

* * *

Notice, City Clerk of reference of a WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Rebeiro,
requesting that the Committee on Public Safety and Neighborhoods invite the Shannon
Grant Team to update the Committee Members on their plans to connect with young
people in the City to increase engagement and public safety (To be Referred to the
Committee on Public Safety and Neighborhoods.) (Ref’d 8/16/18) was received and
placed on file by Councillor Morad and seconded by Councillor Carney. (2)

Councillor Rebeiro introduced Hewitt Joiner, Director of the Shannon Grant
Program to give an overview of the program.

Mr. Joiner, 90 Erica Drive, Stoughton, MA addressed the Committee, he has
worked in similar programs in Boston and San Francisco. The Grant program provides
outreach to area youth, to help prevent violence in the city. They have a Core Team that
provides this outreach and the program has grown from an after school program to an in
school program. They currently serve over 200 clients. They basically reach out to at
risk youth who are vulnerable to gang violence.

Councillor Rebeiro asked what his organization would need to operate more
efficiently and she was told more workers and more funding. They currently provide
employment for people from 1 p.m. to 8 p.m. and they pay their employees
approximately $17.50 per hour.

Councillor Markey asked what works in the program and he was told the way
they approach their clients and it is non-confrontational.

Councillor Dunn asked if they are currently going through a Grant process and he
was told they were; he asked if a letter of support from the Council would be beneficial
and he was told it would. The next Grant cycle is December 7, 2018.

Councillor Carney asked if they provide their clients with vocational skills. She
was told eventually they do, but their main purpose is to defuse violence and direct their
clients to make better choices.



Rene Ledbetter, Manager of the Program, 119 Round Street, New Bedford, spoke
about the increase in girls entering gangs, or protecting boyfriends that are members of
gangs. They are also looking to prevent girls from falling into gang prostitution.

Councillor Rebeiro suggested the city should match the financial investment of
the Shannon Grant for this program is well worth it.

On motion by Councillor Dunn and seconded by Councillor Carney, the
Committee VOTED: To recommend that the City Council write a letter in support of the
Shannon Community Safety Initiative Application to address gang youth violence in the
City of New Bedford and to address the letter to the Executive Office of Public Safety
and Securities Office of Grants and Research. This motion passed on a voice vote.

On motion by Councillor Rebeiro and seconded by Councillor Coelho, the
Committee VOTED: To recommend that the City Council send a letter to the
Mayor asking that he put into the budget a line item that matches the Shannon
Grant so that we can increase our efforts to invest in young people and thereby
investing in the City of New Bedford. This motion passed on a voice vote.

On motion by Councillor Morad and seconded by Councillor Rebeiro, the
Committee VOTED: To recommend to the City Council to take “No Further
Action” on the main motion. This motion passed on a voice vote.

* * *
Notice, City Clerk of reference of a WRITTEN MOTION, Councillors Rebeiro

and Abreu, requesting, that the Local and Regional Managers of the King Village
Apartments come before the Committee on Public Safety and Neighborhoods to address
the progress with mediation between the residents and new owners regarding the many
concerns about upkeep, security and policies; and further, that a letter be sent to our local
State Delegation inviting them to said meeting as the property is a part of HUD and it
appears there had been a breakdown in communication and a lack of attention to this
property (Ref’d 9/28/17) was received and placed on file by Councillor Morad and
seconded by Councillor Rebeiro. (3)

Bobbie Cockburn, Property Manager for King Village was present to answer
questions from the Committee. He told the Committee, since his taking the position over
he has worked towards resolving the bed bug issue, rodent issue and security issues.
They have added security cameras in order to create a safer environment for their tenants.
They have started rehabilitation to some units and replacement of carpeting. As far as
security they have asked their tenants if they see something to report it and call the police
as well.

Councillor Rebeiro gave a list of issues that she has found that needed to be
addressed; she appreciates the long term goals, but has expressed a concern of many
issues that need to be addressed now. She was concerned that local vendors like the
exterminator they have retained were from Rhode Island. Mr. Cockburn explained it is a
company he is used to working with and he gets good results with.



Councillor Coelho asked if the issues that were brought to their attention prior to
the last Public Safety Meeting have been addressed; and he said they had. Councillor
Coelho explained she has not received a complaint since July.

Mr. Cockburn told the Committee that they now have a professional maintenance
person in the building three times a week, at both buildings. They now have cameras on
all floors and the film loops last ninety (90) days in case an incident is reported.

Jacob Seinfeld, the Regional Manager told the Committee that they were working
to address all the issues that have been brought to their attention from the tenants and the
Councillors. They have worked with Commissioner Romanowicz of the Building
Department and the Board of Health to make sure all issues are being taken care of and
they will continue to do so.

On motion by Councillor Morad and seconded by Councillor Carney, the
Committee VOTED: To table this matter for ninety (90) days. This motion passed on a
voice vote.

* * *

Notice, City Clerk of reference of a WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Gomes,
requesting that Mayor Mitchell and School Superintendent Durkin put together the cost
of installing security in all schools throughout the City, which includes panic buttons,
cameras, and evacuation plan; and further, consider hiring armed guards possibly using
former retirees from the Police Department and/or Veterans; furthermore, that the School
Department install a hotline within the school system for students to report unusual
activity, threats or even comments about guns or anything that threaten the wellbeing and
safety of all faculty and students, title it “YOU HEAR IT, YOU SEE IT, YOU REPORT
IT, TOGETHER WE MAKE OUR SCHOOL SAFE” (To be Referred to the Mayor,
Superintendent Durkin, the School Committee and the Committee on Public Safety and
Neighborhoods.) (Ref’d 2/22/18) (3/14/18-returned unsigned by the Mayor) (5/21/18-
tabled 90-120 days) was removed from the table by Councillor Morad and seconded by
Councillor Carney. (4)

Andrew O’Leary, Business Manager for New Bedford Public Schools was
present and addressed the Committee. He explained since their last meeting the School
Department has instituted a Text to Tip Program out of Boston but the model they’ve
adopted is the Speak Up Program, which you can see on SpeakUp.com. This is similar to
the “See Something, Say Something” initiative recommended by Councillor Gomes. The
schools that need camera repair has had it completed or is in process of being completed.
Those schools without vestibules (mantraps) have designs to incorporate such holding
areas. This should be completed by the end of the year. This has been funded by State
funding and regular budget additions as well. A big step this year was to have uniform
cameras, security and radio systems for each school, so they are not different school by
school. They also have the VOIP Phone System which allows you to dial 9-1-1 from
specific areas of a school and it comes up on a computerized screen to show where
exactly the emergency is in each school.

Jack Livramento, School Committeeman pledged his support in making our
schools safer and that it is a number one priority for the School Committee and the
School Administration.



Councillor Gomes offered his thanks to the School Department for instituting all
of suggestions from the Committee.

On motion by Councillor Morad and seconded by Councillor Carney, the
Committee VOTED: To table this matter at this time. This motion passed on a voice
vote.

* * *

On motion by Councillor Morad and seconded by Councillor Carney, the
Committee VOTED: To waive the reading and follow the Chair’s recommendation and
take “No Further Action” and Report out to the City Council items five (5) through eight
(8). This motion passed on a voice vote. They are as follows:

Notice, City Clerk of reference of a WRITTEN MOTION, Councillors Gomes,
Oliveira, Martins, Winterson, Bousquet, Alves, Coelho, Carney, Rebeiro, Council
President Lopes and Councillor Morad requesting, that the New Bedford Police Union,
Police Chief Provencher and Mayor Mitchell adopt the following wording “Loyalty,
Integrity, Courage” uniformly placed on every Police vehicle, which will be a Mission
Statement to the people and the City they serve, this will be the first time ever in the City
of New Bedford that a statement in wording has ever been placed on Police Cruisers.
(Ref’d 9/11/14) (3/16/15-tabled; 9/17/15- tabled; 2/16/16-tabled) (5)

Notice, City Clerk of reference of a WRITTEN MOTION, Councillors Abreu,
Bousquet, Oliveira, Martins, Winterson, Coelho and Rebeiro, requesting, that in light of
the recent discarded needle epidemic on our City streets, public parks and playgrounds,
that the City of New Bedford engage the New Bedford Police Department, New Bedford
Health Department, Neighborhoods United, Operation Clean Sweep representatives and
representatives of both Southcoast Health System and Hawthorn Medical Associates
about forming a “Neighborhood Needle Recovery” program similar to what is currently
being instituted in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, the “Neighborhood Needle
Recovery” Program recovers needles quickly and safely in a number of ways, including,
supplying needle drop boxes throughout our Downtown and other high-traffic areas in the
City, conducting regular needle sweeps on school grounds and parks and in locations
affected by high volumes of discarded needles, recording where and how many needles
are discarded in public places, and coordinating needle pick-up with community groups,
the purpose of this program is to not only insure that our streets, public parks and
playgrounds are safe and secure from potentially dangerous discarded needles, but that
we also will have created a system which encourages intravenous drug users to discard
needles appropriately. (To be Referred to the Committee on Public Safety and
Neighborhoods, the Mayor’s Office, New Bedford Police Chief, Joseph Cordeiro, New
Bedford Health Director, Dr. Brenda Weis, Mr. Keith Hovan of Southcoast Health
System, James Gularek, CEO, Hawthorn Medical Associates, Mr. Jerry Pinto, President,
Neighborhoods United and Ms. Lynn Coish, Operation Clean Sweep.) (Ref’d 9/8/16)
(10/3/16-returned unsigned by the Mayor) (6)

Notice, City Clerk of reference of a WRITTEN MOTION, Councillors Rebeiro,
Abreu, Martins and Lopes, requesting, that Dr. Sam Tsemberis, Founder of the
“Pathways Housing First Program”, Cecil Hickman, Director of the Dog Tags Program, a
Representative of the Mayor’s Office, Health Director Dr. Brenda Weis, Blair Bailey,
Tax Title Attorney, and Inspectional Services Commissioner Danny Romanowicz, meet
with the Committee on Public Safety and Neighborhoods to discuss the City adopting the



“Pathways Housing First Program” in which the City would immediately place every
individual identified as homeless, in foreclosed properties that meet the City Ordinances
on quality of living with the goal of immediately ending the homeless problem. (Ref’d
11/22/16) (7)

Notice, City Clerk of reference of a WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Gomes,
requesting, that the Committee on Public Safety and Neighborhoods Chairman and the
Committee on Public Safety and Neighborhoods challenge the Police Department to
participate in the National Lip-Sync challenge that has swept America; including our Fire
Department, EMS and Emergency Management and more importantly the youth and
adults of the community; and further that the Public Safety & Neighborhoods Chair along
with any member of the Committee and the Public Relations Officer for the New Bedford
Police Department, Lt. Nathaniel Rodriguez, work together to see this becomes a reality
and puts the City and New Bedford’s Police Department and the Emergency Personnel in
our community in the national spotlight and also the opportunity to show case our
community as one; and further, that Cable Access assist in the filming and editing if the
City takes the opportunity. (Ref’d 8/16/18) (8)

Councillor Carney made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Councillor
Rebeiro.

This meeting adjourned @ 8:33 p.m.

ATTEST:

______________________________
Denis Lawrence, Jr.,
Clerk of Committees


