
When you’re a teenager, getting through the day is no picnic, whether you're the star 

quarterback or the quiet artist. Surviving Southside, a new series published by Darby 

Creek, a division of Lerner Publishing Group, speaks to the heart of authentic teen 

successes and struggles.  

 

This innovative YA series is a six-book set of urban fiction novels that's written at a 

fourth-grade reading level, specifically designed for reluctant and striving readers, 

including those who read below grade level or are ESL/ELL students. All of the stories 

feature diverse characters who go to school at Southside High. Readers will identify 

with the teens of Southside High as they face difficult decisions about drug use, dating 

relationships, and the price of chasing dreams for the future. 
 

Get all the Surviving Southside titles: 

Bad Deal—Fish offers some of his ADHD medicine to a friend who needs a boost to 

study for tests, and soon more kids want pills. Fish is enjoying the profits, but what 

will he do when his doctor gets arrested for selling phony prescriptions? 

Beaten—Keah and Ty seem like the perfect couple, but when Ty hits her during a 

fight Keah will have to decide for herself whether it’s worse to be afraid or to be alone. 

Benito Runs—Benito’s father, Xavier, suffers from PTSD after spending more than a 

year in Iraq. When his father’s anger and outbursts become too much to handle, Benito 

decides to leave home. 

Plan B—Lucy has her life planned out: she’ll graduate and then join her boyfriend, 

Luke, at college in Austin. But when Lucy becomes pregnant, none of her options fit 

into her picture-perfect plan. 

Recruited—Kadeem is a star quarterback for Southside High, so he’s thrilled when 

college scouts seek him out. The recruiter from Teller College is paying special 

attention to him, and even gives him money to have a good time. But when NCAA 

officials accuse Teller’s staff of illegally recruiting top talent, Kadeem will have to 

decide whether or not to help their investigation. 

Shattered Star—Cassie is the best singer in Southside High’s Glee Club and dreams of 

being famous. When a talent agent approaches her, she’s happy to lie and miss 

rehearsal to meet with him. But how far will Cassie go for her shot at fame? 
 

 

About the Publisher 

Lerner Publishing Group creates high-quality fiction and nonfiction for children and 

young adults. Founded in 1959, Lerner Publishing Group is one of the nation’s largest 

independent children’s book publishers and currently has eleven imprints and 

divisions: Lerner Publications, Carolrhoda Books, Carolrhoda Lab™, Millbrook Press, 

Darby Creek, Twenty-First Century Books, Graphic Universe™, ediciones Lerner (a 

Spanish-language imprint), First Avenue Editions, LernerClassroom, and Kar-Ben 

Publishing. For further information, visit Lerner Publishing Group’s website at 

www.lernerbooks.com. 

 

Online:  

Blog: lernerbooks.blogspot.com    

Twitter: twitter.com/LernerBooks    

Facebook: Darby Creek 

Surviving Southside Series  

Explores the Ups and Downs of Being a Teen 
New Urban Fiction Series Ideal for Reluctant Readers 

PUBLICATION DATE: 

March 2011 
 

Media contacts: 
 

Lindsay Matvick 

Senior Publicist 

800-328-4929, x385 

lmatvick@lernerbooks.com 
 

Elizabeth Dingmann 

Publicist 

800-328-4929, x209 

edingmann@lernerbooks.com 

Surviving Southside 

Bad Deal 
LB: 978-0-7613-6152-7 

PB: 978-0-7613-6166-4 

Beaten 

LB: 978-0-7613-6150-3 

PB: 978-0-7613-6164-0 

Benito Runs 
LB: 978-0-7613-6151-0 

PB: 978-0-7613-6165-7 

Plan B 
LB: 978-0-7613-6149-7 

PB: 978-0-7613-6163-3 

Recruited 

LB: 978-0-7613-6153-4 

PB: 978-0-7613-6167-1 

Shattered Star 
LB: 978-0-7613-6154-1 

PB: 978-0-7613-6168-8  
 

$27.93, Reinforced  

Library Binding 

$7.95, Paperback 
 

Ages 11–18 

104 Pages 

5 ¼ x 7 ½ 

eBooks also available 
 

To Purchase: 

Visit your local bookstore  

or order by phone 

800-328-4929 

www.lernerbooks.com 

mailto:edingmann@lernerbooks.com

