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Marilyn Ridge Home Owners Association Newsletter September 2011

WWW.MARILYNRIDGE.COM

Board Highlights
-The broken bench by the large playground and pond has been removed.  Benches will be replaced when funds allow.
-The board is seeing a good response on overdue HOA fees thanks to a recent collections letter.  Paying association dues on time allows the board to pay for services such as common area lawn care, snow removal, alley maintenance and playground mulching.  Please pay in full and on time.

-A policy clarification was made at the July 25 board meeting regarding temporary pools.  Pool Policy: Temporary (i.e., inflatable) pools should only be used in the summer season, between Memorial Day and Labor Day.  They should either be taken down every night at sundown or secured within a fence.
-The board voted to change the trash can storage policy.  Trash Can Policy:  Other than the day of pick-up, trash receptacles and recycle bins should not be visible from the front of the house and not sitting on the curb of an alleyway.  Both bins should be removed from the curb within 24 hours of pick-up.  Additionally, all trash and recyclables need to fit in the bins provided.
-The board has hired a maintenance company to service the playgrounds and common areas.  This service includes a walking trash pickup, trash removal and care of the doggy pots.
Home Owner Info

Jessica Grimes (HOA board member), Stacy Smith (helpful neighbor), and Jake Harreld (HOA board president) spent over 4 hours to begin work on the gazebo. The wood shingles were removed. Chunks of them were already missing, and the rest were in very bad shape. It would have cost too much money to replace them all and to continue replacing them in the future as they are damaged by weather and vandalism.  The next step will be to clean up the roof from the dirt and sawdust, then give it a new coat of white paint. Some of the side railings will be removed to make it more open and accessible. To help with this, some of the dead bushes around the gazebo will also be removed.  Finally, decorative ivy will be planted at the base of each post that will climb up and onto the roof to provide shade, a nice “green” look, and small colored flowers. Neighbors that have heard this plan think it will be a nice touch to the neighborhood and allow the community to keep the gazebo at very little maintenance cost.  If these plans do not improve the gazebo area and vandalism continues, then the gazebo will be torn down, as originally planned. This improvement plan is much better for all of us.

Any neighbor who would like to help the HOA achieve all this is welcome to contact board president Jake Harreld (mrharreld@yahoo.com).
Mark Your Calendar
**Fall Yard Sales are scheduled for Friday Sept. 23 and Saturday Sept. 24 from 8am-2pm.  Four lawn signs have been purchased for nearby intersections and a banner will be hung at the north entrance.  An ad on Craigslist can include large or specialty items if such information is sent to Jessica Grimes (ridgegal@gmail.com).
**The next meeting of the Board of Directors of the Home Owners Association of Marilyn Ridge is scheduled for September 26, 2011 at 6:30pm at the Noblesville Public Library.  No RSVP is required and all residents of Marilyn Ridge are strongly encouraged to attend.  Your input is helpful.

**The annual Fall Festival is scheduled for October 29, 2011.  This may include both trick-or-treating and a chili cook-off.  Details to come in the October newsletter.
On the Website:
( Tree Trimming

“Pruning stimulates growth,” says Bill Pollock, co-owner of Arbor Services of Connecticut. “The goal is to encourage the tree to grow strong, healthy branches headed in the right direction.” So Pollack makes health-promoting cuts first, removing competing, misdirected, and weak branches. Then he prunes to enhance the tree’s natural form.  …  A common mistake is to “top and shape” by clipping the ends of branches. “Healthy shaping is done mostly from the inside,” he adds. The best time for the kind of remedial pruning an established, long-neglected tree (like the one in this story) needs is winter or early spring, when active growth has not yet begun. Bare branches allow you to stand back and really see what needs to be removed.
Read more on the neighborhood website at www.marilynridge.com.  It is important to trim the trees on your property, especially those near the sidewalk.  






