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Criteria Evaluation Highlights 

Public Anchor Uses  The proponent proposes three Public Anchor Uses: The Major 

Event Centre, the Abilities Centre and the Sensplex. 

 The proposed features, ancillary uses and activities of the Major 

Event Centre are sufficiently distinctive to create a new capital 

landmark.  

 Interior and exterior views from the Major Event Centre, 

including the green roof create new views towards Parliament and 

the Ottawa River, and enhance the design excellence of the 

proposal.  

 The Major Event Centre (including LeBreton Square) has the 

potential to bring civic life back to this historic capital district and 

offer non-residential, year round public access. 

 The Ottawa Senators Hockey team, an existing viable entity, is 

proposed to be the tenant of the Major Event Centre.  

 Both the Sensplex and the Abilities Centre are additions to the 

social sustainability objectives of the site, and add year-round 

activities.  

 More supportive information on the market viability of the 

Abilities Centre and the Sensplex would have enhanced the 

proposal. 

Development Plan  The development of the site in five distinct districts is attractive 

and well laid out. The supporting documents provide a clear 

analysis of the site’s opportunities and constraints. 

 The Albert St. north façade is varied to allow light to reach the 

street, inviting visitors to venture into the public realm. 

 The mid-site location of the Major Event Centre and LeBreton 

Square is a sound planning decision as it enhances and animates 

the retail and food and beverage locations for users of the LRT. 

 The LRT cover creates multiple north-south connections and 

mitigates negative impacts such as noise and visual separation. 

 The Preston Street extension ensures a proper flow of traffic for 

the site and mitigates the impact of traffic on the surrounding 

area. 



 Phase 3 was not as well conceived as Phases 1 and 2 

Non-Public Anchor 

Uses 
 The proposal includes a commitment to LEED Gold for buildings 

over 250m
2
 to become the second One Planet Living Community 

in Canada. 

 The inclusion of affordable housing in the proposal was a positive 

addition to ensure greater social sustainability.  

 Each of the proposed office, commercial, retail and residential 

components of the proposal were aligned with the proposed 

development plan and phasing plan. 

 The proposal’s residential absorption rate is optimistic. 

 The total allocation of retail seems high in relation to the overall 

site development. 

 The proposal would have benefited from greater detail regarding 

the deliverables included in each phase. 

Delivery Model   The Major Event Centre, Abilities Centre and the Sensplex are 

proven models and are both based on existing examples of 

successful projects. 

 The submission lacks contingency plans for delivery models (e.g. 

the Abilities Centre). 

 The level of conditionality and the financial terms proposed by 

the proponent would need to be addressed in negotiations. 
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