
 

SPR ~ 1 

                                                                                                                                             June 2017 

Volume 1 Issue 2 

NASDA Newsletter  
Southern Plains Region 

Oklahoma & Texas 

Upcoming  
Surveys 
Page 3 

 
 

 From the Director’s Desk 

Region 

Highlights 

Page 2 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Please fasten your seatbelts and stow your tray table… ~~ The bumpy road to another 

full year is only half over and we still have some steep inclines and turbulent times ahead.   At the time of this 

writing, the June Survey, and all associated pieces, are churning like the gears of a well-oiled machine – and this is 

only the first real week! 

We have had a few staff departures within the field office, and a few more expected across the region in the coming months.  

However,  as I live by the philosophy that in nearly every case of quandary come opportunities; when blindfolded, we simply 

have to “sharpen our other senses!”  I appreciate the continued dedication and support of the NASDA/NASS partnership!  This 

is how we manage progress! 

Field Office Renovation and Re-assignments ~~ The Texas Field Office will be participating in long -needed building               

renovations scheduled from September through January.  This interruption is predicted to be “seamless” to the tenant (NASS), 

but I’ve ridden in this rodeo a few times in previous positions.  As with anything, the better we plan and work ahead, the less      

interruption and chaos we will be exposed. 

Employee departures, either retirement or transfers, leaves us with some holes to fill while still under a federal hiring freeze.  

We will keep trying to improve our procedures, processes, and communication from the Regional Field Office so that you can 

be supported and enthusiastic in getting as many completed reports as possible!  We are always open for ideas and your           

suggestions. 

Ag. Census ~~ The Census of Agriculture is conducted every five years, in years ending in “2” or “7”.  And 2017 ends in a “7” - so 

here we go!!  We continue working on the census mail list, and hope to have much of the list building and maintenance        

completed by mid-August.  The first census forms will be mailed out around mid-December, 2017 – in time to reach mailboxes 

for Christmas.  Some of you may be called upon from time-to-time to assist with meetings and data collection activities – so 

stay tuned! 

Publicity ~~ Along with our continued effort to improve normal survey publicity efforts, I am leading our 2017 Census of       

Agriculture publicity campaign.  It is my goal to have publicity packets in the hands of our external stakeholders by mid-July so 

we can start promoting the response to the census well ahead of the mail-out.  If you know of an upcoming community 

meeting or media outlet that you use, please let me know so we can contact them for support!  

I thank each and every one of you for your continued patience and dedication to ensuring we provide the most timely and   

accurate statistics in service to U.S. Agriculture!—Wilbert Hundl, Jr. 
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A Glimpse at the Southern Plains Wildfires   
by   

Enumerator Delora Clubb 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

U P C O M I N G  W O R K S H O P S  
 

 

West Texas East Texas 

July 12-13 

Lubbock, TX 

Embassy Suites 

July 18-19 

San Marcos, TX 

Holiday Inn 

On, March 11, I got a first-hand definition of the word “compassion”.  For all of you that don’t know what happened in Texas,    

Oklahoma and Kansas with the wildfires, I am going to do my best to verbally walk you through what I witnessed. No, we were 

not out there fighting the blazes, because we would only have been in the way. We were home, praying. What good did that do? 

Valid question. Some people don’t know what, if any, good it did, but it sure did not hurt.  

I made a trip to visit a farm operator today and traveled through the region heavily affected by this horrific tragedy. As I traveled 

through the Oklahoma panhandle, acres upon acres were still smoking and hazy. My eyes were spared from seeing the hundreds 

of dead, dying cattle, and wildlife that have been reported. But along the way, I saw something that some people forget to bring 

to light; I saw hope. I saw cattle, few in numbers, but they were ALIVE! I saw places that were not charred and decimated beyond 

all hope. There were green wheat fields that some cattle found for a refuge in all the peril and storm around them. But then, 

around the curve in the road, I saw what I have defined as the purest act of compassion I will ever have the joy witnessing. There, 

in this tiny little community called Knowles, were more cowboys, trucks and trailers, portable corrals, semi trucks loaded with 

hay for  people, that in all probability were not even known to the helpers that were there that day. But that is not the end of 

this story. I met probably 30 or so MORE trucks and trailers, corrals, hay rigs, and cowboys headed to the same destination. They 

were there to help, and to get stuff done! That’s what we Okies do.  

I did not contact the rancher I was seeking that day. On my report I 

wrote a note, saying I did not have the heart to even try. But the  

REAL definition of compassion is when you look squarely into the 

eyes of a stranger, feel a lump in your throat the size of your heart, 

share a hug and shed a tear together. No words are required.  

If there is a moral to this writing, I guess I would sum it up that cattle 

are like people. When there is tragedy, we both look for a shelter in 

a troubled time. Cattle search for a refuge in greener pastures, and 

people are not so much different than those cattle, are we?  

Cotton Objective Yield 

Farewell 

Janice Gandy (left), Budgeting and Accounting 
Technician, relocated to the Southern Regional 

Office in Athens, Georgia.  

Statistician Rebecca Baillie (right), retired after 
almost 20 years of service. 
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Calendar of Upcoming Surveys 

Survey Project Code Timeframe 

ACES    655  May 15—June 22 

June Area   124  May 26—June 8 

June Agricultural Survey  123  May 26—June 12 

June Hog Report  162   May 26—June 12 

Cash Rents   921   May 26—June 22 

ARMS Phase I   905   May 26—July 10 

July Cattle    152  June 30– July 10 

July Milk Production 178  June 30– July 10 

 

 

 

 Enter your time and mileage the same day you work. VERY IMPORTANT!  

 If you have problems accessing iSolved, go to the NASDA-NASS homepage and use the iSolved link under “Key Resources.”  Do 
not have CAPI/MOST and iSolved open at the same time. Logout of CAPI/MOST before logging onto iSolved for your           
timesheet. Having both open makes the iPAD run slower.  

 Check your email and spam/junk email often. iSolved (payroll network) is sending email messages to all enumerators when 
they make updates. Some of these emails may go to your spam or junk email.  

 When you need an authentication code, it works best if you have it sent as a text message to your cell phone. This allows you 
to keep open the computer screen and enter the code when it pops up on your cell phone.   

 If you enter anything that will result in you being paid on your timecard, it MUST have a Project Code entered for it! Cell 
Phone, Mileage, and Lodging reimbursements are just a few examples.  Notes and receipts are required for all expenses     
except cell phone expense. 

 Accidents MUST be reported immediately.  Individuals involved in an accident must fill out the NAS-016 Employee Report of 
Accident.  The immediate supervisor must also fill out the NAS-017 Supervisor’s Report of Accident, as well as the CHUBB   
accident claim form which is the supervisor investigation report.  All accident report forms should be sent to the Austin 
office.  Follow on questions or document requests may be sent to the individual involved in the accident as well as their             
immediate supervisor.   Forms and information are located on the NASDA-NASS website under Personnel Resources and      
Accident Reports. 

 
 

When the rain kicks you out of the field,          

you improvise! 

 

Texas Supervisor Cynthia Maass (left) demonstrates how to lay out a 
Wheat Objective Yield sample. 

 

Four Oklahoma NASDA field supervisors and enumerators were 
recognized for a combined 105 years of service at the June Area 
Workshop on May 10, 2017 in Norman, OK.    

Pictured left to right are Wil Hundl, USDA/NASS SPR Director;     
Connie Johnson, Field Enumerator (15 years); Jan Marburger, Field 
Supervisor (35 years); Patty Long, Field Supervisor (30 years);      
Sharon Vaughn, Field Supervisor (25 years); and Charlie Ingram, 
NASDA, NASS Program Director. 
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What exciting and innovative things are going on in your NASDA group? Are there unique crops in your area that you can share? 
Submit your items to your NASDA Coordinator to be included in a future newsletter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Designed by Benita Hodge 

Milton Baugh demonstrates determining 

stage of maturity & clipping heads. 

Supervisor Chester Ahrens (right)         

organized a Wheat Objective Yield Mini 

Workshop and field practice in         

Fredericksburg, TX. 

Wheat field in Fredericksburg, TX 

on  April, 12, 2017. 

Enumerators laying out the sample.       

Patricia Thompson, Philip Morris,          

Brenda Williams, and Charles Westphal. 
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