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In this presentation…

• Discuss the task in front of us.

• Discuss the importance of these projects and provide you with some 
tools to help you “Sell the Survey.”

• Explain why the June Agricultural Surveys are critical to U.S. and Northern 
Plains agriculture

• Explain how the June Agricultural Surveys data are used within USDA and 
by outside entities

• Explain why each response is important



Lots of work in front of us.
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Data Users



Who Uses the Data and How?

• Farmers and Ranchers

- Provides information to make management                               
decisions

-Determine the feasibility of expansion

-Helps “level the playing field”
• Market stabilizers



Levels the playing field…

• NASS provides information to everyone at the same time.

• With the seller and buyer having the same basic facts. Neither has an 
unfair advantage by collecting their own facts. 

• Some large firms maintain their own private network for gathering 
information. This would give them an advantage if NASS didn’t exist.



Who Uses the Data and How?

• Buyers and Processors

- Grain elevators use NASS data to assess timing of harvest and size of 
crop

- Determine the feasibility and location of new facilities (ethanol 
plants, slaughter plants)

- The Grain Stocks report helps exporters determine where the supply 
is located



Who Uses the Data and How?

• Agri-Business Supply Firms (Chemical, Feed, Fertilizer, Seed, etc…)

• Allows these firms to target marketing and delivery of products

• Product development analysis

• Transportation Companies

• Crop production forecasts alert railroads, truckers and barge companies to the 
need for rail cars, trucks and barges to move the crop



Who Uses the Data and How?

• U.S. and State Legislatures

• To make well-informed long-range plans

• Assess the impact of legislation on farmers

• Determine if emergency assistance is necessary

• Decisions will be made, with or without the facts NASS programs and 
products provide.

• Other Government Agencies (FSA, RMA, BEA)

• Used to administer farm programs

• Used to administer crop insurance programs

• Used in calculating key economic indicators



Who Uses the Data and How?

• Producer Organizations

• Provide impact analysis on proposed farm policy and program changes

• Helps producer organizations determine membership coverage

• Universities

• Helps provide producers with cost/benefits of changing their operation

• Where to allocate their research dollars



Who Uses the Data and How?

• NASS!

• Each year, data collected in June serves as the base for which many other 
surveys will be sampled throughout the rest of the growing season.



Why Should I Respond?



Benefits of Responding to NASS Surveys

• Farm service providers can anticipate needs and be more responsive 
to limited resource producers

• USDA uses data to ensure programs and services are delivered to all 
producers

• Farm organizations use the data to evaluate and propose policies and 
programs that help the agricultural producer



Benefits of Responding to NASS Surveys

• State departments of agriculture use data to better serve farmers and 
ranchers during drought and emergency outbreaks of diseases or 
infestation of pests

• Community Based Organizations can better represent producers by 
having factual information to promote outreach programs



Why is my report so important?

• It is important that farms and ranches of all shapes and sizes are 
represented.

• Each respondent is not only representing themselves but many other 
producers.

• Lets say a state has around 40,000 farms.

• Lets also say that that state’s June sample is around 2,500.

• On average, each respondent is speaking not only for themselves, but 16 
other operations as well



Differences between March and now…

• Nationally, producers reported in March that they were planning on planting 
more corn than in recent years.  They also reported fewer acres of soybean 
planting intentions.  Has anything happened since then that might cause them to 
change their plans?

• Many different factors could result in significant changes from March Prospective 
Plantings.

• On-farm stocks watched extremely closely. 

• Northern Plains states have significant on-farm storage.

• Stocks can drive prices as much or more than acreage and production.



Review our goals for this presentation

• Discussed the task in front of us.

• Discussed the importance of these projects and provide you with 
some tools to help you “Sell the Survey.”

• Explain why the June Agricultural Surveys are critical to U.S. and Northern Plains 
agriculture.

• Explain how the June Agricultural Surveys data are used within and USDA by outside 
entities.

• Explain why each response is important.



Thank you for your continued dedication to 

this important process!

We couldn’t do it without you.

Questions?


