
INTERSTATE MEAT SHIPMENT 
History of Support from USDA, Advisory Committees, and Congress 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• June 1996. USDA’s Advisory Committee on Agricultural Concentration issues report recommending that USDA take 
“aggressive action to end the inequities in meat inspection and that appropriate steps be taken to promote the ability 
of state-inspected packing plants that meet federal standards of inspection to compete by selling meat in interstate 
commerce.” 
 
• January 1998. USDA’s National Commission on Small Farms issues report “A Time to Act.” The report outlines a 
general policy goal to “promote, develop and enforce fair, competitive and open markets for small farms.” Specifically, 
the report “urges USDA to take aggressive action in a timely manner to end the inequities in meat inspection. With 
regard to federal and state inspections, the commission recommends that appropriate steps be taken to promote the 
ability of state-inspected packing plants that meet federal standards of inspection to compete by selling meat in 
interstate commerce. Provided, however, that such steps do not undermine the integrity of the U.S. position regarding 
acceptable standards and safeguards for imported meat.”  
 
• May 1998 and June 2002. The National Advisory Committee on Meat and Poultry Inspection (NACMPI) endorsed 
interstate meat shipment. NACMPI serves as an advisory committee to the USDA Secretary to consult before issuing 
product standards and labeling changes and on other matters affecting federal and state inspection programs.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
• The 1996 Farm Bill (P.L. 104-127) required USDA to submit recommendations to Congress on the steps necessary to 
achieve interstate shipment of state-inspected meat and poultry products. USDA requested public comments in 1996 and 
held public hearings in 1997. In 1998, USDA issued a concept paper for a legislative proposal addressing interstate 
shipment which was formulated on report findings, comments received, and recommendations received from the 1997 
hearings. In November 1999, comprehensive legislation (S. 1988) that would allow interstate meat shipment was 
introduced by Sens. Tom Daschle (D-SD) and Orrin Hatch (R-UT) with 22 cosponsors. In April 2000, the Senate 
Agriculture Committee held a hearing on S. 1988.USDA Deputy Secretary Richard Rominger testified for the department 
and supported removing the ban on interstate meat shipment.  
 
• The 2002 Farm Bill (P.L. 107-171) contained language supporting interstate shipment of state-inspected meat and 
poultry products. The language reiterated the benefits of a more uniform food safety system and the merits for allowing 
interstate shipment of state-inspected meat and poultry products. The provision also required USDA to conduct a review 
of state  inspection programs. The provision also directed USDA to offer guidance on changes the state systems might 
expect if the ban on interstate shipment of state-inspected products is removed. USDA began a comprehensive review of 
state inspection programs in spring/summer 2003 and issued a June 2005 report which found that state inspection 
programs are “at least equal to” federal inspection. This review data continues to demonstrate that state inspection 
programs are highly effective and provide consumers with a wholesome, unadulterated food product that is properly 
labeled and safe.  

Three USDA Advisory Committee have recommended that the ban on interstate 
shipment be removed because it would create more opportunities for a prosperous and 
competitive small meat processing sector that would help create jobs and stimulate the 
rural economy.  

The 1996 and 2002 Farm Bills required USDA to submit reports to Congress on the 
steps necessary to interstate meat shipment. The resulting reports, recommendations, 
hearings, and legislation have all supported removing the ban on interstate meat 
shipment.  


