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We need to take responsible action to manage our U.S. horse population, so I think it is fair to ask anyone who opposes 

slaughter as a management option to clearly specify how the estimated 370,000 surplus horses in the U.S. should be dealt with.  

There are an estimated 200,000 surplus horses on private lands.  Roughly 60,000 public lands horses are being managed in 

holding pens and farmed out to ranches all over the country at a cost to the federal government of $44 million a year. 110,000 

are threatening watershed and ecosystem stability on tribal trust lands.  How much of the U.S. taxpayers’ money are opponents 

willing to spend on public lands? How much cost are opponents willing to impose on private horse owners? How much 

additional damage are opponents willing to impose on tribal lands? 
 
Everyone is entitled to their opinions, but not to their own version of the facts.  Horses are beautiful animals, but so are pigs, 

cows, and sheep to many people.  When God created all of the animals on the earth – the birds of the sky, and fish of the sea – 

and then created man to have stewardship over them, he must have had a purpose.   
 
Having stewardship over animals does not mean treating them inhumanely.  In fact, we all agree that every animal should be 

treated humanely from birth until death.  Let us also agree that those who choose to abstain from eating meat are absolutely 

within their right to do so and should not be forced to eat meat by the government.  In addition, those who make a personal 

choice to treat their pigs, cows, sheep or horses as pets should be allowed to do so. 
 
But now for some FACTS about horses! 
  
1) The world population of horses is estimated at 79 million.  Much of the world population consumes horsemeat.  While 

U.S. consumers eat pork and beef, other world consumers do not.    
2) The U.S. population of horses is 9.2 million (2005 Study by National Horse Council). The slaughter market serves as a 

salvage outlet for surplus horses. This market underpins the entire domestic horse industry. Consider:  
a. $39 billion direct effect on U.S. economy; 
b. $102 billion impact when the multiplier effect of related business and spectators at horse events is considered; 
c. The horse industry provides 460,000 full-time equivalent (FTE) jobs; 
d. Spending by suppliers and employees generates additional jobs for a total employment impact of 1.4 million FTE 

jobs. 
3) Some people very strongly believe that horses should not be processed for human consumption in the U.S. Many of these 

same individuals believe that meat from cows, pigs and sheep should also not be consumed. Still, there are individuals 
who believe that horse meat should be exempt from processing, but that the meat of cows, pigs, and sheep should 
continue to be consumed by humans.   

4) Since its institution in the U.S. in 2006, the horse slaughter ban has cost the United States Treasury an estimated 
minimum of $100 million in receipts, a figure based on a marginal tax rate of 10% on lost gross revenue to horse owners 
of over $1 billion and thousands of lost FTE jobs. 

5) More United States horses were processed for human consumption in 2012 (176,223 in Mexico, Canada, and Japan) than 
in 2006 (142,740) when Congress, in its wisdom, instituted the ban on USDA inspection of horse processing facilities in 
the U.S. The ban is not reducing the numbers of U.S. horses being processed; it is simply exporting American jobs to 
Mexico, Canada, and Japan, where the USDA then loses control over humane processing conditions. Prohibiting the 
transport of horses to those countries for processing simply adds another surplus 176,000 horses to the U.S. population 
which will, as evidenced by the 2011 GAO Report, further damage the U.S. horse industry. 

6) In FY 2012, Congress appropriated $44 million to manage 49,000 feral horses, 34,000 of which are farmed out to ranches 
for lifelong care and 15,000 of which are being held in temporary holding pens. 11,000 additional will be added in 2013 at 
a cost of at least $2,000 per horse.  

7) There are 3 recognized humane ways to end the life of a horse, according to the American Veterinary Medical 
Association: 

a. Bullet 
b. Captive bolt 
c. Chemical overdose of barbiturate 

 
Now for some OPINIONS! 
 
1) The choice and method of euthanasia should be made by the owner of the horse, not by Congress. 
2) With budget cuts and sequestration in so many programs, taxpayers should not be spending $44 million a year (an amount 

that is increasing every year) on feed and care of surplus wild/feral horses. 
3) Native peoples should be allowed to manage their land and restore the sensitive watersheds and ecosystems upon which 

they rely for their income and cultural practices by removing and processing surplus wild/feral and domestic horses for 
export value and domestic consumption, where appropriate, and enjoy the benefits of the jobs that will be created.   

4) Horse owners that object to their horses becoming consumed as protein in other countries should never sell them; the 
owner should humanely euthanize them after he or she has determined that the horse’s useful life is over. 

5) Surplus horses should be processed in the U.S. under the supervision of Federal and State Inspectors and sold for 
economic benefit to their owners. 

6) All food safety rules applicable to the meat industry should be followed to ensure the wholesomeness of the meat to the 
U.S. and Foreign Consumer. 

 
We need to be prudent in our policy decisions because they must fit into a prudent budget policy.  The two are inescapably 
linked. 


