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Subject of Policy Amendment:  
Cooperative Federalism and the Roles of the States 

Section Number or Title to be Amended:  
16.6 Roles of the States 

Submitted by:  
Director Greg Ibach, Nebraska  

Text of Policy Amendment (The following Policy Amendment Replaces “16.6 Roles of the States” in its 
entirety):  

16.6 Cooperative Federalism and Roles of the States  
NASDA Members play a critical role in food and agriculture policy in the United States. As regulators and 
advocates for the agriculture industry, NASDA’s voice is unique in the nexus between the states and the 
federal government. NASDA members lead in areas ranging from food safety to resource conservation 
and promote agriculture locally and abroad. They and their departments are on the ground with 
agriculture every day yet, many of their federally-mandated programs have received fewer resources 
and more unfunded mandates year after year. 
 
In a time of increased risk and challenges for the industry, federal legislation and regulations should 
work to promote economic stability while guaranteeing safe and accessible food.  
 
This work must be a joint venture between the states and federal government. Looking forward, NASDA 
calls for a renewed commitment to Cooperative Federalism. It is critical this partnership between states 
and the federal government recognize and enhance the role of states in federal policymaking. Due to 
the importance of Cooperative Federalism in advancing agriculture, we promote the following 
principles:    
 

1. Advancing the role of states—as co-regulators and not simply stakeholders—in the federal 
regulatory process 

2. Ensuring federal legislation reflects the unique role states serve in implementing federal 
legislation  

3. Increasing flexibility for state program delivery  
4. Enhancing resources for states and no unfunded mandates 
5. Supporting the roles and respecting the authorities of states 
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