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Chair: Greg Ibach, Director, Nebraska 
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The Committee was called to order by the committee chairman at 1:30 pm with 34 states represented.   
 
Plenary Presentations:  The Marketing Plenary Session focused on issues, concerns and obstacles to domestic 
agriculture marketing.  Laura Nguyen, a Digital Media Consultant for DuPont Pioneer, talked about the manner in which 
Social Media affects the marketing of agriculture products and how it can be used to the advantage of the departments 
of agriculture.  Following Laura, Troy Presley of Advance Trading discussed the impact that extended trading hours have 
had on producers and agribusinesses.   
 

The focus then turned to International Trade.  Ambassador Islam A. Siddiqui, Chief Agriculture Negotiator for the U. S. 
Trade Representative’s office, started the discussion with a detailed examination of the status of current and potential 
free trade agreements, including KORUS, TPP and the European Union.  He also mentioned the ascension of Russia to 
the WTO and legislative issues complicating the U.S. ability to take advantage of the change in Russia’s status.  Under 
Secretary Michael Scuse from USDA’s Farm and Foreign Agriculture Services gave an update on FAS matters, including 
MAP and the China trade mission earlier in the year.  He announced another trade mission, this one to Russia, set for 
December.  The group then heard a presentation on the tangible impact of improved trade with China from Grant 
Kimberley, Director of Market Development, Iowa Soybean Association. 

Federal Motor Carriers Safety Administration (FMSCA) Administrator Anne Ferro closed the plenary session with an 
update on the new agriculture exemptions for agriculture vehicles and hours of service (HOS), as well as a brief rundown 
on the current status of Mexico Long Haul Trucking Program. 

Other Updates and Member Discussion:  NASDA staff provided a brief update on farm bill provisions including changes 
to the Specialty Crop Block Grant Program and the House Agriculture Committee provision to establish a new USDA 
Under Secretary for Trade.  Michael Scuse mentioned some of the drawbacks that would come from having two 
separate undersecretary’s for domestic and foreign agriculture programs.  NASDA does not have a policy position on the 
provision and therefore remains silent.  It was agreed that any change to NASDA policy could be taken up at the Winter 
Policy Conference in February. 

NASDA staff also mentioned the proposed termination of Tomato Suspension Agreement, mentioning that Florida had 
expressed strong interest in the issue.  Arizona told the group it did not support terminating the agreement due to 
potential of a trade war. 

Annual Meeting of Tri National Agricultural Accord: NASDA members were encouraged by Secretary Northey to attend 
the Tri-National Agricultural Accord (TNA) and brought to their attention a letter from the American Embassy in Mexico 
encouraging the members to attend the Accord meeting and addressing the issues of security.  The members were given 
copies of the draft agendas and work plans for their review and feedback.  All members were encouraged to provide 
input to help provide direction to the delegation attending. 

Policy Amendments, Action Items and Committee Work Plan:  There were no policy amendments or action items 
before the committee.  The six-month work plan was agreed to as proposed.   


