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Subject of Action Item: Biotechnology – Labeling of Products Containing Genetically Modified Ingredients 
 
Submitted By: Director Jon Hagler, Missouri 
 
Text of Action Item: 
 
NASDA is concerned about the potential misinterpretation of FDA’s authority regarding labeling, as suggested in 
the letter from 55 Congressional members to FDA Commissioner Margaret Hamburg, dated March 12, 2012. 
While Congress has provided FDA with responsibility for assuring the label of foods contain information on 
health and safety, NASDA does not believe Congress has provided FDA with the responsibility of creating “Right 
to Know” provisions on labels. NASDA policy states that “NASDA supports the role and responsibility of FDA to 
determine appropriate food labeling and to provide regulatory guidance to the food industry on the voluntary 
labeling of products to meet consumer preferences.” 
 
NASDA should inform FDA of NASDA’s position and NASDA’s support for the FDA’s current position which 
requires label language to continue to focus on health and safety statements, approved by the agency.  

 
 
Background & Rationale: 

 
NASDA’s current policy (in part) relevant to this topic is:  
 
3.6 Food safety and Labeling 
 
Federal law requires specific labeling on food products to inform consumers of the existence of 
material facts that are significant and relevant to the issues of safety, efficacy, and purity. Any changes 
to a food product that alter the chemical or nutritional composition or allergenicity of the product 
must be disclosed to the consumer. Under this requirement, if a food derived from modern 
biotechnology affects any of these aspects, FDA requires that the food be so labeled. If the product is 
not materially different from its conventional counterpart, it does not require special labeling. NASDA 
supports the role and responsibility of FDA to determine appropriate food labeling and to provide 
regulatory guidance to the food industry on the voluntary labeling of products to meet consumer 
preferences. The agency should communicate a clear definition as to what constitutes genetically 
modified food or food products and require that voluntary labeling claims can be substantiated by 
identity-preserved supply chains based on a clear and factual certification process. 
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