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Subject of Action Item:  Specialty Crop Block Grant – Multi-State Projects 
 
Submitted By:   WASDA (Director Franci Havemeister, Alaska)   
 
Text of Action Item:   NASDA staff to convey to Agriculture Marketing Service of USDA the strong sentiment of 1 
NASDA membership that State Departments of Agriculture continue to be responsible for reviewing and identifying 2 
the multi-state projects to be funded as part of the Specialty Crop Block Grant Program; encourage the AMS to work 3 
with NASDA and its members to identify a mechanism by which State Departments of Agriculture can accomplish 4 
this task.  To this end, NASDA should identify members and technical state staff willing to work with AMS on this 5 
effort. 6 
 7 
Background & Rationale:   Both Houses of Congress included language in their respective Farm Bill legislation to 8 
establish a multi-states projects set aside, beginning with $1 million being withheld the first year and increasing 9 
incrementally to $5 million over the course of the Farm Bill period.  AMS is required to release within 180 days a 10 
guidance document on how this aspect of the Farm Bill will be implemented.  While NASDA supports the effort 11 
to facilitate multi-state projects, there is some concern that without the input of the State Departments of 12 
Agriculture, the guidance may result in USDA taking on responsibility for evaluating projects submitted for 13 
approval, identifying the projects to be funded and for how much.  The beauty of the Specialty Crop Block Grant 14 
program has always been the fact that states have been able to evaluate and determine the projects that best 15 
suit their industries priorities and needs.  Concern has been expressed that if USDA begins to take over these 16 
responsibilities the program will move closer to becoming a USDA grant program.  17 
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