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The Food Regulation & Nutrition Committee was called to order by the chairman of the committee, Steve Troxler, 
Commissioner, North Carolina.   Thirty-three members (or proxies) were in attendance.   
 
Plenary Speaker Presentations by Mike Taylor, Deputy Commissioner for Foods, FDA and Howard Sklamberg, Deputy 
Associate Commissioner for ORA, FDA: 
 
Mike Taylor outlined the FDA’s role with the states in fostering and enhancing relations. He also indicated that the rules 
that everyone are waiting for are being held up by the White House and no release date has been established. He 
discussed the outcomes of the 50 state meeting and how it focused on operational procedures this time. Howard 
Sklamberg spoke about the continued partnerships with states and the value FDA places on the working cooperatively 
with state partners.  
 
Presentations by Oscar Garrison, Past President of AFDO, and Joe Reardon, Senior Advisor, Federal State Relations, 
ORA, FDA: 
 
Oscar Garrison discussed some of the progress being made through the Partnership for Food Protection. He also 
mentioned the expansion of the Rapid Response Teams from 9 to 19 due to the investment from FDA. He also discussed 
the progress being made as a result of the 50 state meetings and the importance of the operational advances worked on 
by state, local and federal partners.   
 
Joe Reardon spoke about the efforts FDA has made to assist states. While a coordinated funding package for the 
implementation of FSMA hasn’t occurred and isn’t likely in the short run, FDA has been working to increase its budgets 
and has gained in several critical areas. For example, 31 new awards have gone to state departments of agriculture. He 
also mentioned the expansion of the Rapid Response Teams (10 RRTs are in departments of agriculture). Ten recipients 
in departments of agriculture have Manufactured Food Regulatory Program Standards. Fifteen state departments of 
agriculture received ISO 17025 cooperative agreements. In addition, Joe discussed the increased investment in Federal-
State Integration from $33.2M in FY2009 to $59.54M in FY2012.  
 
Member Dialog. A discussion of many aspects of future integration goals ensued. The drought has caused a concern 
about aflatoxin in corn in many states. FDA has granted an exemption to the state of Iowa, and details of that agreement 
are still being worked out. Joe Reardon discussed what FDA needs in a submission to the agency to obtain a waiver. A 
program to inspect producers in a pre-regulatory voluntary environment was discussed; a working group will be 
developed to advance this issue.  
 
Policy Amendments and Action Items: 
 
Policy Amendment 7, Dietary Guidelines of National School Lunch and Breakfast Programs, was recommended to the 
full membership for consideration.  


