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Subject of Action Item: Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) Program 
 
Submitted By: Commissioner Steve Troxler, North Carolina 
 
Text of Action Item: 1 

In regards to the FIA Program, NASDA will: 2 

A. Encourage the U.S. Forest Service to support and vigorously seek funding for fully implementing the base FIA 3 

program nationwide; 4 

B. Encourage the U.S. Forest Service to support and vigorously seek funding to enhance FIA to address the 5 

rapidly emerging issues of bio-energy, biomass,  traditional wood-using industries, carbon, land-use changes, 6 

water resources, and climate change; 7 

C. Suggest that the enhanced FIA include the following priorities: 8 

1. Use of remote imagery to track harvest intensity, land-use change, and land cover change. This 9 

could be done in conjunction with the U.S. Forest Service Remote Sensing Application Center and 10 

aligned state and federal institutions;   11 

2. Increase the analytical ability within FIA and within cooperating state forestry agencies;  12 

3. Expand the capacity of timely forecasts for forest products markets, land-use change and future 13 

forest conditions;   14 

4. Increased measurement of forest-floor woody and non-woody forest components;  15 

D. Request the U.S. Forest Service Chief cost estimates to implement basic FIA nationwide and the FIA 16 

enhancements nationwide by region. 17 

E. Urge Congress to support the FIA program at full funding levels and provide direction to the Forest Service 18 

to look for the most efficient way(s) to deliver the program, including contracting with partners, most 19 

notably state forestry agencies, which can accomplish necessary field work at lower cost. 20 

F. Support efforts through Farm Bill reauthorization that provides strategic direction for the FIA program that 21 

(among other things) supports a transition to a fully annualized inventory program. 22 

G. Instruct its Executive Director to forward copies of the attached Resolution to the Secretary of the U.S. 23 

Department of Agriculture and to the Chief of the U.S. Forest Service. 24 

Background & Rationale:  25 
Forest Inventory and Analysis continues to provide the only national source of comprehensive strategic 26 
inventory information on the extent, condition and use of all forested lands in the Nation. The FIA Program 27 
collects data on everything from forest species composition, to forest growth rates, to forest health data. The 28 
program provides unbiased information that serves as the basis for monitoring trends in wildlife habitat, wildfire 29 
risk, insect and disease threats, predicting spread of invasive species and for solving many other resource 30 
questions. 31 
 32 

A current and accurate forest inventory is a threshold requirement if we are to predict future conditions, 33 

monitor actual trends or changes, and distribute data into political, economic and ecological systems. The 34 

To be completed by NASDA Staff: 

Date Submitted: 08/21/2013  Voting Date: 09/10/2013 Committee: Natural Resources, Pesticide Management, &  
             Environment 
[  ] Recommended by Committee [  ] Recommended with Amendment by Committee [  ] Not Recommended by Committee 

[  ] Adopted by NASDA [  ] Adopted with Amendment by NASDA [  ] Not Adopted by NASDA 

Additional Notes:  

 



 National Association of State Departments of Agriculture 

 Action Item 

2013 NASDA Annual Meeting Action Item 2 of 2 
 

E 

inventory must address the rapidly emerging issues of forest products, biomass, land-use change, carbon, and 35 

climate change. The 1998 Farm Bill mandated the U.S. Forest Service to partner with the states and non-36 

governmental interests to implement a nationally consistent, annual inventory program in all states, ensuring 37 

timely availability of data and developing state-level reports every five years. But funding is inadequate to 38 

implement FIA as currently designed, resulting in the nation's forests not being inventoried in a timely manner. 39 


