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Subject of Action Item: Food and Agriculture Defense Initiative – National Plant Diagnostic Network Funding 
 
Submitted By: National Plant Board (Sponsored by: Jeff Witte, New Mexico) 
  
Text of Action Item: The National Plant Board requests that NASDA strongly urge their Congressional 
representatives to fund the Food and Agriculture Defense Initiative within USDA’s National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture (NIFA) at $10 million to fund support of the National Plant Diagnostic Network (NPDN), along with its 
cohort networks, the National Animal Health Laboratory Network (NAHLN) and the Extension Disaster Education 
Network (EDEN). 
 

Background & Rationale: The timely and accurate identification of new or emerging high-consequence pests 
and pathogens is critical to protect U.S. food crops, forests and other plant resources and to ensure the nation’s 
food security.  
 
The NPDN is a network of diagnostic laboratories and experts at public land grant universities and state 
departments of agriculture conducting surveillance and diagnostic testing activities for plant pests and plant 
diseases that have been introduced into agricultural and forest crops.  
 
In the FY2010 budget, NIFA included $9.83 million in funding for the Food and Agriculture Defense Initiative, of 
which $4.5 million supported the NPDN. The 2011 Continuing Resolution cut 39% of the funding to this program, 
which reduced the level of support for the NPDN to $2.5 million. The same as in 2012.  
 
Much of the diagnostic capacity for state plant regulatory agencies is provided by laboratories housed at 
universities or state departments of agriculture that are part of the NPDN. In addition, approximately ten 
percent of the state plant regulatory agencies house an NPDN laboratory.  
 
Approximately half of the state plant regulatory agencies (National Plant Board member agencies) rely solely on 
a land grant university NPDN laboratory for pest identification to support plant pest surveillance, certification 
and regulatory programs; over a dozen state plant regulatory agencies with in-house laboratories collaborate 
with local land grant university NPDN laboratories for specialized services or surge capacity. 
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