
Reduce EPA Regulations on Farmers and Ranchers 
Be an Original Cosponsor of the FUELS Act and Request that EPA Administrator Pruitt Fix Burdensome 

Regulations on Agriculture 

*DEADLINE NOON Monday, March 27th* 

Supporting Organizations: American Farm Bureau Federation, National Council of Farmer Cooperatives, National Association of State Departments of 
Agriculture, National Association of Wheat Growers, National Cattlemen’s Beef Association, National Chicken Council, National Corn Growers 
Association, National Cotton Council, National Milk Producers Federation, Dairy Farmers of America, National Sorghum Producers, National Turkey 
Federation, USA Rice Federation, Western Peanut Growers Association, American Soybean Association, Public Lands Council, American Horse 
Council, Agri-Mark, Inc., Colorado Association of Wheat Growers, Dairy Producers of New Mexico, Dairy Producers of Utah, Dairylea Cooperative, 
Inc., Kansas Association of Wheat Growers, Idaho Dairymen’s Association, Minnesota Association of Wheat Growers, Montana Grain Growers 
Council, North Dakota Grain Growers Association, Northeast Dairy Farmers Cooperatives, Ohio Corn and Wheat Growers Association, Southeast 
Dairy Farmers Association, St. Albans Cooperative Creamery, Upstate Niagara Cooperative, Inc., U.S. Cattlemen Association, Virginia Poultry 
Federation, Western United Dairymen, National Pork Producers Council 

Dear Colleague: 

Currently farmers and ranchers are required to comply with Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regulations 
mandating costly infrastructure improvements to oil storage containers. The so-called Oil Spill Prevention, 
Control, and Countermeasure (SPCC) program requires producers to construct a containment facility, like a dike 
or a basin, around above-ground oil tanks which must retain 110 percent of the tank’s maximum stored oil 
capacity.   During the Obama Administration, the EPA determined that any above-ground oil storage facility 
exceeding 1,320 gallons must comply without providing a scientific basis or consideration of standard tank sizes 
used in agriculture. Congress responded to EPA’s overreach by making minor modifications to the rules and 
requiring the EPA to reconsider SPCC’s application to agriculture. Unfortunately the agency responded 
inadequately by failing to assess the risk of spills on agricultural facilities. Its directives only further complicated 
an already confusing and arbitrary regulatory regime. 

To permanently relieve the SPCC regulatory burden on agriculture producers, I am re-introducing the Farmers 
Undertake Environmental Land Stewardship (FUELS) Act, which has passed the House in various forms on 
multiple occasions by voice vote1. This bill would ease the SPCC rules on small farmers and ranchers by 
modifying the exemption level to be more reflective of a producer’s spill risk and financial resources. The 
exemption level for a single above-ground container would be adjusted upward to 10,000 gallons, while the 
aggregate level for an entire production facility would be adjusted to 42,000 gallons. It places a greater degree of 
responsibility on the farmer or rancher to self-certify compliance, instead of having to procure the services of 
certified Professional Engineers (PEs). In addition to this legislative effort, I am sending the following letter to 
EPA Administrator Pruitt requesting that he consider regulatory changes to the SPCC rules to provide immediate 
relief to farmers while Congress considers a permanent solution. 

Common sense adjustments to the EPA’s SPCC rules will remove a needless compliance burden from our nation’s 
agriculture community.  If you are interested in cosponsoring the legislation, and/or signing the letter to 
Administrator Pruitt, please contact Chris Jones in my office at chris.jones@mail.house.gov (6-7629). 

Sincerely, 

Rick Crawford 

MEMBER OF CONGRESS 

1 112th: H.R. 3158; 113th: H.R. 311, H. Amdt. 224 to H.R. 1947; 114th: H. Amdt. 605 to H.R. 2822; H. Amdt. 1323 to H.R. 5538 
                                                           

https://crawford.house.gov/UploadedFiles/CRAWFO.pdf
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March _, 2017 

The Honorable Scott Pruitt 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

 Dear Administrator Pruitt: 

Congratulations on your appointment as Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). We look 
forward to working with you on the many environmental challenges our country faces, and we stand prepared to 
help your efforts to address burdensome and overreaching regulations. One regulation we believe the agency 
should reconsider is the Oil Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasure (SPCC) program’s application to farms 
and ranches. 

As you know, SPCC regulations require producers to undertake costly infrastructure improvements to on-farm oil 
storage containers in order to reduce the risk of spills. In addition to these containment requirements, larger oil 
storage tanks must be certified by a Professional Engineer (PE), adding a significant challenge to producers located 
in remote rural areas that have limited access to the services of PEs. The Obama Administration expanded the 
SPCC regulations to an unusual threshold of 1,320 gallons without any scientific basis or consideration of standard 
tank sizes used in agriculture. In fact, the EPA was unable to provide any evidence of spills on agricultural 
operations throughout the rulemaking process2. Congress responded to EPA’s overreach by including provisions in 
the two most recent water infrastructure bills that made incremental improvements to the exemption thresholds and 
required EPA to go back to the drawing board and determine the appropriate exemption level (33 U.S.C. § 1361 
note).  EPA’s response to Congress’s directives was inadequate because again, it failed to assess the risk of spills 
on agricultural facilities. The agency’s response only added more confusion to an already complicated regulatory 
regime. 

We believe the EPA should indefinitely suspend enforcement of SPCC regulations on agricultural operations until 
Congress passes a permanent legislative solution that considers the relative spill risk and financial resources of 
individual producers. Over the last several Congresses, the House of Representatives passed the Farmers 
Undertake Environmental Land Stewardship (FUELS) Act and similar legislation on several occasions. This 
legislation modifies SPCC rules to provide a realistic exemption framework by increasing the exemption threshold 
to 10,000 gallons for any single on-farm oil storage container. It increases the aggregate threshold and allows most 
farmers to self-certify compliance instead of requiring the services of a PE. We believe that a legislative solution 
like the FUELS Act is needed to provide long-term regulatory certainty to producers. However, in the interim, we 
think the agriculture industry deserves clarity, flexibility, and fairness from the EPA. 

We respectfully request that you use any tool available to provide regulatory relief to farmers and ranchers who are 
overly burdened by the costs and difficulties associated with SPCC compliance.  We appreciate your attention to 
this important matter. 

Sincerely, 

2 Environmental Protection Agency; Oil Pollution Prevention; Non-Transportation Related Onshore and Offshore Facilities, 74 Fed. Reg. 
117,29136 (June 19, 2009) (codified at 40 C.F.R. Pt. 112).  

                                                           


