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Subject of Action Item:  Alternative Allotments on Public Lands Grazing 
 
Submitted By:  Director Celia Gould, Idaho 
 
Text of Action Item:  NASDA calls on the U.S. Forest Service and U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to 1 
identify and develop alternative allotments within their respective jurisdictions to be made available for 2 
producers who are displaced by catastrophic wildfire, wildlife conflicts, or other resource-scarcity concerns. 3 
Additionally, NASDA calls on the Forest Service and BLM to evaluate vacant allotments for the purpose of 4 
establishing a permanent “grass bank” for use as alternative allotments when the need arises. The Forest Service 5 
and BLM must implement processes that recognize and adapt to emergencies in ways commensurate with 6 
immediate and pressing needs. 7 
 8 
Background & Rationale:  Public lands in the West comprise a significant percentage of available rangeland for 9 
livestock grazing. In fact, the West contains over 81% of all of the country’s national forest land. When grazing 10 
allotments are destroyed by wildfire or Animal Unit Months are reduced for various reasons, producers have 11 
few options for grazing livestock.  There is a significant need for alternative allotments to be identified and made 12 
available to displaced producers.  Once a producer is displaced, he or she cannot wait for the Forest Service or 13 
BLM to do a National Environmental Policy Act analysis to open an allotment. With the increase in large wildfires 14 
throughout the West, land management agencies need to be proactive in their approach to fulfill their multiple 15 
use mandates.   16 
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